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ANNOUNCING THE FIRST EDITION OF THE SCIENCE 
FOR THE PEOPLE NATIONAL NEWSLETTER: : 


At the second SftP National Conference last December, the 
organization passed a major resolution to improve communications 
among SftP members by creating a national newsletter. 


Some of the suggestions for material to include in the news- 
letter were: Chapter Reports, Announcements, Resources, Staff 
Reports, Magazine Reports, and Updates on Current Developments 
in Science. So as not to conflict with the Resources column in the 
Magazine, some of the resources may be sent to the Tallahassee 
Chapter which produces that column. 


We appreciate all the material which has been sent to us for 
this first edition. The response has been very encouraging. We 
encourage you to submit any material which you feel will be rele- 
vant and of interest to other members of SftP. 


The Newsletter will come out 6 times a year, alternating with 
the Magazine. The deadlines will be two weeks before the end of the 
month: March 15th for the April Newsletter, May 15th for the June 
Newsletter and July 15th for the August Newsletter. 


We would also appreciate being put on mailing lists to re- 
ceive minutes of meetings, flyers, announcements, etc. 


Lastly, the only thing every good newsletter needs is a nane 
and a logo. So, we are beginning a name and logo contest. The 
winner will receive some SftP memorabilia- perhaps some rare issue 
of the first SftP newsletter, or an old poster from the 1971 AAAS 
meeting. Entries must be postmarked no later than March 15th and 
contain proof of purchase seal from... 


We look forward to hearing from you. 
In Solidarity, 
Miriam Struck and Scott Schneider 
1851 Columbia Rd.,-N.W. #109 


Washington, D.C. 20009 
# (202) 387-0173 





NATIONAL CONFERENCE SUMMARY 


The second SftP National Conference was held in Berkeley, 
CA December 19-21, 1981. About 35 people attended from 6-7 dif- 
ferent chapters. A full report on the Conference is being. compil- 
ed by Kevin Cadogen and will be published in the Internal Discus- 
sion, which should be available shortly. In the meantime, here 
is a summary of the decisions made at the conference: 


a)Magazine editorial responsibility will be shared between 
the 3 editorial collectives with mechanisms for improve and in- 
creased communications worked out in detail to facilitate dialogue 
and discussion. 


b) A National Newsletter was created to increase communications 
within the organization. 


c) A National Committee was set up composed of three people, 
one from each region, to make decisions on matters of national 
concern. 


d) A possible regional staff position in Berkeley was approved. 


e) Abortion was considered to be a top-priority issue for the 
coming year. 


£) Support for El Salvador was voiced in a resolution to that 
effect passed by the conference. 


g) Peter Downs will take responsibility for coordinating 
the IDB. It will appear 3 times a year and be sent to Chapters. 


h) The third National Conference will be held on the East 
Coast (Voluntown, Conn. was suggested) sometime between April and 
September of 1982. 


i) Ideas for increasing magazine distribution and chapter 
building were developed. 


j) A new Sf£ftP National flyer was approved. 
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CHAPTER REPORTS 
from ANN ARBOR- 

The term has just begun and we're starting off slowly, as 
usual. The FLOC support group remains very active. Five of our 


members attended a boycott retreat in Yellow Springs, Ohio 
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(along with Ivan Handler and some other Chicago SftP folks). We 
are sponsoring two showings of "Machines, Migrants, and Monopolies: 
An Agricultural Crisis" at the end of January. We hope to attract 
more supporters with these showings. 


We will be presenting material at two workshops (one for 
SftP and one for the FLOC support group) on January 20th in conjunc- 
tion with a student teach-in on inauguration day. (Several of our 
members have been involved in organizing that teach-in.) 


In conjunction with the Boston chapter Sociobiology Study Group 
and members of the East Bay chapter (we think), we are writing a 
pamphlet on the recent research concerning math abilities of males 
and females. We hope to distribute it the way the Three Mile Island 
pamphlet was distributed. 


The health care group and the philosophy of science group have 
not met yet, but plan to do so very soon. 


from BOSTON- 


SftP members participated in a forum on Finance in the '80's: 
Community Involvement or Corporate Entrenchment on January 24th that 
was sponsored by the First National Bank Project, an anti-nuclear 
organization investigating First National Bank's investments in South 
Africa and nuclear power. SftP did a workshop on organizing, includ- 
ing showing Ann Arbor SftP's slideshow on Agribusiness. 


On January 3lst there was an open meeting on Computers and SftP 
at the office. (A subsequent meeting decided to raise funds from 
outside the organization for a new printer.) The February lst Gen- 
eral Meeting agenda revolved around resolutions coming out of the 
National Conference, the sex and math ability controversy, and our 
use or lack of use of the media. February 10th the SftP Disarmament 
and Energy group has scheduled a forum at the First Church in Harvard 
Square entitled The Game of Disarmament: Countdown to the Holocaust 
a discussion of world politics and the arms race. 


One of the major focuses of discussions in the Boston SOCIO- 
BIOLOGY STUDY GROUP has been the controversy over innate differences 
in math ability between men and women. They have been discussing the 
article on the subject recently written by the Ann Arbor hapter, 
an article by S. L. Star on the "Politics of Right & Left: Sex Differ 
ences in Hemisphere Brain", and an editorial in Science on the 
controversy. Suggested responses include a letter to the N. Y. Times, 
a letter to Science, and an article in SftP magazine. The group is 
trying to figure out why we are having such a rash of articles on 
this topic. The group may also work on the abortion issue. 
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from the BAY AREA- 


On January 18th 3000 demonstrators representing 44 organi- 
zations, including SftP, left groups, union locals, and church 
groups marched to protest U.S. involvement in El Salvador and in 
support of the people's liberation struggle. Last month, the 
National Conference of Science for the People endorsed the march. 
Bay Area chapter members carried the Science for the People banner 
for the national organization. 


The Bay Area chapter is beginning an issue of the magazine 
scheduled for July/August 1981 tentatively titled "Science and 
Militarism". We need material! Possible topics for articles are: 
military funding of academic research, including the social sciences 
and psychology; militarism and the media; recruitment on campuses 
trends in military sciences; and the economy of militarism. We are 
asking other chapters to solicit material from local organizations 
and their own members! Send them to: East Bay SftP, PO Box 4161, 
Berkeley, CA 94704. 


from IRVINE- 


Since the National Conference our Irvine chapter has been 
preparing to show a film entitled Working for Your Life , which 
deals with workplace hazards faced by women. We decided to co- 
sponsor the film with two other groups: New American Movement and 
the Orange County Reproductive Rights Alliance. It was thought 
that forming a coalition with these groups would facilitate greater 
public awareness of the event. We also hoped that we would be able 
to produce events in the future with the help of the other progressiv 
groups. Unfortunately, so far, there has been little help from the 
other groups to get the work done, and we have had to rely on our 
own members to do the work. 


In an effort to increase our base we have mailed publicity off- 
campus to approximately 100 individuals and groups. We hope to re- 
ceive a response from this effort, but no predictions are being made. 
As of now, we are essentially a campus based chapter. The film is 
to be shown on January 26th, and we will report on the outcome in 
the next chapter report. 


In addition to working on the film, we have continued our 
Nuclear Proliferation and the Arms Race study group. These study 
group meetings are very informative and have led to interesting 
discussions. Unfortunately this group is small (avg. 10 persons). 
We have discussed the importance of recruiting new members and hope 
to attract new people through events such as the film. 
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from. CHICAGO- 


The Chicago chapter was really enthused by the FLOC retreat 
and may be starting a boycott group in the Chicago area. They 
also sent along a book review of Ralph Moss' book, The Cancer. Syndrome, 
and several items for the Resource column. The chapter had a potluck 
meeting planned for January 17th. Lastly, a Help Wanted Ad: Newly 
Unemployed Mathematician looking for radical work in the Chicago 
area which combines both theory and practice. Contact Ivan Handler 
at (312) 342-6975. 





from TALLAHASSEE- 


The Tallahassee chapter has had two major projects over the 
past three years. First, being the mainstay and prime mover behind 
the Catfish Alliance, the southern anti-nuke group, and second, a 
Books for Dominica (pronounced Dom-ah-nee-ka) project which has been 
sending 100 lbs. of books each month to the West Indian nation which 
has been ravaged by several hurricanes. 


Books on all areas of natural science and social science are 
welcomed. A recent mailing solicitation to 500 radical groups in 
the U.S. was very sucessful, and netted lots of old books and maga- 
zines from groups such as NACLA. Contact Bob Broedel c/o the chapter 
to donate. 


More recently the chapter has arranged to bring Barbara Ehren- 
reich, the feminist health care author, to the Florida State Univ. 
campus in mid-February as part of a southern tour for her. Their 
chapter study group, which had waned for a while, is reforming and 
begining by reading Lappe's Aid As Obstacle . Lastly, the chapter 
continues their tireless effort in producing a bi-monthly Resources 
column for the magazine. They welcome any contributions. 


from ST. LOUIS- 


We have not gotten together as a chapter as some people are 
just now returning from their winter vacation. Our biggest concern 
has been the safety of our member from El Salvador who went home 
over Christmas. He just returned, and we're relieved that he made 
it back alright. While he was in El Salvador the police came to his 
home to search for him and his brothers, and they interrogated his 
parents. Since the start of the offensive, which he reports is 
supported by 90% of the people, repression has been heightened even 
more. Murders by the security forces are a daily occurance in every 
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from ST. LOUIS (Continued) - 


part of El Salvador. We plan on continuing solidarity actions 
with the people. The week of January 18th was National Solidarity 
Week, and we planned to help with discussions and film showings 

at the universities in the area, and with a picket line at the 
Federal Building. 


I am beginning to collect material for the IDB. Deadlines 
for submissions this year are February 15th, June 15th and October 
15th. Send material to SftP, Box 1126, Washington Univsity, St. 
Louis, MO 63130. (Note: The IDB will be sent this year to chapters 
only; who will be responsible for distributing it to their members.) 


from AUSTIN- 


The SftP chapter had no news to report, but sent along the 
results of a survey Ed took at the 2nd National Conference. 





We did not hear, as of press time, from the following chapters: 
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA; GREELEY, CO; NEW YORK CITY; and PALO ALTO. Some 
we could not get in touch with; some never got in touch with us. 
Some, I'm sure, never found out we even had a newsletter coming out, 
and had no reason to get in touch with us. We hope to hear from then 
in future issues. 


In addition, the following chapters, as far as we know, no 
longer exist: AMHERST; LANSING; PORTLAND; SAN FRANCISCO; and BALTI- 
MORE. If you are out there, please let us know that, as Mark Twain 
remarked, news of your death is greatly exaggerated. Anyone else 
we forgot? 





LATE BREAKING NEWS ------ a Chapter Report from Stony Brook ... 


Ted Goldfarb tells us that the Stony Brook (NY) chapter is 
alive and active. The University has a new president who is pushing 
for more Defense Department research on campus. So the chapter is 
eager to work on that issue once again. He also gave us more infor- 
mation on the conference "Energy: What Is To Be Done?", which was 
advertised in the September/October issue of SftP. The conference, 
co-sponsored by NYC SftP, URPE, and the NY Marxist School, will be 
at Columbia University on March 6th-7th. For more information 
contact Dick Leigh at (516) 345-2030. 
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MAGAZINE NEWS 


Glen Wargo and the Boston Computer 
Group recently developed a statistical 
program to retrieve information about 
our magazine mailing list. We thought 
you might be interested in the latest 
‘about who gets the magazine and how 
many of you there are out there. More 
proof that there is life beyond Rt. 128! 
We hope that this information will make 
people madder than hell that more people Journ.of Comnunicat./epf 
aren't subscribing and get a full scale 
distribution and promotion effort going. 

Here are the stats: 





January, 1981 USA FOREIGN TOTAL 
Individual Subs 967 248 1215 
Libraries 144 83 227 
Exchange Subs 99 35 134 
Free Institutions 31 5 36 
Bookstores and Chapters* 1179 251 1430 
Total Magazines 3042 
Members 339 49 338 
Boston Newsletter 221 3 224 
Chapters and Contacts 24 7 31 
Bulk Accounts 75 31 106 
Airmail Foreign Subs 0 21 21 


*Does not reflect the number of magazines sold in Boston area 
bookstores, and it does not reflect the number of magazines that 
are returned to us unsold. 


As of January, 1981, as your probably already found out, the 
price of the magazine went up from $9 to $10/year and the cover 
price went up by 25¢. We too are victim to inflation. However, 
for you member subscribers, the rates did not increase. 


BOSTON MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 


The Boston Magazine Committee, newly formed from the old 
editorial committee and production committee, has been having 
wide-ranging discussions on various topics from who our audience 
is, how to implement the magazine proposal passed at the national 
conference, and how to increase distribution of the magazine 
to the upcoming March/April issues. Mass mailings were discussed 
as one strategy for increasing distribution. 
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A distribution subcommittee was set up to look into various 
approaches. Much of our bookstore distribution will probably be 
taken over by Carrier Pigeon, a Boston based radical distributing 
company, since few objections were raised by the chapters. The 
committee is coordinating with the Midwest and East Bay collectives 
for upcoming issues. 


The Boston Magazine Committee is planning two issues next fall 
(Sept. and Nov. 1981). Topics that have been suggested or solicited 
include: Computers and technology and their effects on the work 
environment, automation and Norwegian trade unions, alternative 
computer services, science under socialism, how science excludes 
third-world people, toxic shock syndrome, teaching college math, 
worker control at Lucas Aerospace, water-a resource in crisis, 

a history of the Boston Women's Health Book Collective, disabled 
people, scientific creationism, and popular science magazines. 


MIDWEST MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 


The Midwest Magazine Committee has b en collecting material 
for the May 1981 issue. So far the following articles are planned 
for the issue: an article on office automation and clerical workers 
by Working Women; a companion piece on the hazards of Video Display 
Terminals from the Women's Occupational Health Resources Center 
and NYCOSH; an article on occupational health among Swedish Wood- 
workers from the International Woodworkers Union; an article on the 
politics of appropriate technology by David Dixon (of Nature and 
Radical Science Journal); book reviews of Marx, Lenin and Einstein 
for Beginners, and an article on "Earth Day at Livermore Labs" 
by Adrienne Arons. 





EAST BAY MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 


The East Bay Magazine Committee will be editing the July, 
1981 issue on science and the military. They don't have yet 
a list of what articles will be in that issue, but they will let 
you know in the next issue of the newsletter. 
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SFTP NATIONAL FLYER READY FOR DISTRIBUTION 


After the national conference slaved over writing a flyer 
that was acceptable to everyone, and Nick Thorkelson helped to 
design it, and it was approved by the chapters, the latest edition 
of the SftP flyer went to the printer. The flyer will be available 
from the Boston office in mid-February.The staff is also working 
on a flyer about the magazine. 
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STAFF REPORTS 


The Boston office staff has gone through several changes 
over the past six months. Both Alan Frolich and Jeanne Gallo 
have left the staff. Terri Goldberg took over the responsibility 
for coordinating magazine work and Phil Stone was hired to be 
the main office coordinator. His responsibilities are administr- 
ation/fundrainsing. Both jobs were made into full-time positions 
and at higher salaries, in recognition that it was crazy to expect 
anyone to live on a part-time salary at such low wages. 


One major change in the staff's focus has been to decrease 
their direct support of the Boston Chapter. They handed over that 
responsibility to the Boston Steeting Committee so they can direct 
their energy more toward serving the entire national organization. 
They are making fund raising a higher priority. A considerable 
amount of time was spent over the last year developing a better 
system for recond keeping and book keeping. Another major priority 
for 1981 is magazine promotion and outreach. 


In their staff report to the National Conference, they stressed 
their feeling that their role should be to implement, not set up 
policy, and that they felt frustrated by the lack of leadership 
in the organization and the lack of clear, coherent direction. 


The Midwest Coordinator has also changed. John Valentine has 
left the staff and has been replaced by Kathy Yih, a long-time 
member of the Ann Arbor Chapter. Kathy just started the job in 
January. She has already taken a trip with some of the Ann Arbor 
Chapter to Chicago to help that chapter get a FLOC boycott support 
group going. She has also been helping coordinate the editorial 
process for the May, 1981 issue. 


At the National Conference, there 
was also a decision made to support the 
creation of a staff position on the West 
Coast. As of yet, we have no informa- 
tion as to whether they have done so. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RESOURCES 


Casa El Salvador, a SftP suppor- 
ted group, is urgently calling for 
student petitions. They need volun- 
teers from the Midwest and Eastern 
Universities to collect signatures. 
Contact: Sandra Marburg, 1225 Liberty 
St., El Cerrito, CA 94530. (415) 236-2659, epf 
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The Following Resources Were Submitted by Chicago SftP: 


An article in Chemical and 
Engineering News (Dec. 15, 
1980, p. 22) titled "Chemical 
Weapons: Buildup or Disarm" 
discussed U.S. and U.S.S.R. 
capabilities, nerve gas and 
urged production of the wea- 
pons to start. 





Steve Cohn and SAMPI (A Fili- 
pino Group) have a new slide- 
show on the Phillipines and 
Nuclear Power. It can be ob- 
tained from Steve by writing 
him at 16006 Albion St. (W.) 
Chicago, IL 60626. 


Citizens for Space Demilitar- 
ization (CFSD), 1476 Califor- 
nia St. #9, San Francisco, CA 
94109 has a newsletter called 


Space for All People. 


Women Organized for Reproductive 
Choice (WORC) P.O. Box A3423 
Chicago, IL 60690 has produced a 
new pamphlet called The New Right 
vs. Women's Rights, available from 
them for $2. 
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NEWS NOTES NEWS NOTES 
IF NOTHING ELSE WORKS-- 
PAINT IT RED 


Nestle, in an effort to 
discredit the boycott,was 
reported to have spent $25,000 
to paint the Infant Formula 
Action Coalition (INFACT) and 
the National Council of 
Churches (Heaven Forbid) red. 
They supported the reprinting 
of an article that appeared 
in Fortune magazine last July 
that accused the pro-boycott 
religious groups of being 
Marxists marching under the 
banner of "Christ" to name 
but a few. Third party rebut- 
tals are important to Nestle 


because, "of the lack of credi- 


bility in the U.S. for any 
company to overtly sell itself 


NEWS NOTES NEWS NOTES 


NEWS NOTES 


when it has been attacked." 

While noting that the article 
contained "some statements not 
entirely positive concerning 
Nestle," the company said it was 
still pleased to reprint and dis- 
seminate an undisclosed number of 
copies because it was a "balanced 
piece" enabling readers to 

learn the truth about the infant 
formula controversy. The money 
went to the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center, a conservative 
group in Washington. (Source: The 
Washinton Post, Jan. 4, 1981). _ 
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NEWS NOTES 


MALAYSIA: NO TO NUKES 


Malaysia has decided 
not to include nuclear power 
in its energy plans. Energy 
Minister Datuk Leo Moggie 
told a meeting of the country's 
Institute of Physics last month 
that Malaysia, which is rich in 
indigenous energy resources, 
had deferred the nuclear op- 
tion both on environmental 
grounds and because it did not 
want to be "Captive to foreign 
technologies, raw materials 
and expertise." (from News- 


front International, Jan. 1981) 


KKK 
PHILLIPINES GOES NUCLEAR 


The Marcos regime is set 
to resume construction of an 
unfinished nuclear power plant 
in Bataan. The expected cost of 
the 620-megawatt generating 
plant has risen to $1.9 bil- 
lion from $1.2 billion before 
construction was halted last 
year due to a demand to review 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission's export license. 

Despite the increased 
costs, the government is det- 
ermined to complete the plant, 
although Energy Minister Ger- 
onimo Velasco has revealed that 
the government has not found 
a long-term solution to the 
nuclear waste disposal pro- 
blem. But neither has anybody 
else, he noted casually. A tem- 
porary disposal facility is 
being constructed on the site, 
he added. (from Newsfront Int- 
ernational, Jan. 1981) 








BACKYARD REACTORS 


The French plan to bring 
nuclear energy back to the 
cities. While other countries 
are building their nuclear plants 
as far away as possible from met- 
ropolitan areas, French nuclear 
promoters have developed a small 
reactor that is especially desig- 
ned to operate in city centers. 
For $55 million, the first of 
these comparatively small (100 
megawatt) reactors will be instal- 
led in the city of Grenoble. The 
city council, led by socialists 
and communists, considers it tech- 
nically possible to use the small 
reactor to heat the cities hot 
water system. If the reactor is 
successful, the French intend to 
use it for desalting sea water as 
well. (from Newsfront International. 
Jan. 1981) 
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BOOK REVIEW 


THE CANCER 
SYNDROME 


by 


Ralph Moss 


Reviewed by Art Hoffman and sub- 
mitted by Chicago SftP 


This book is an analysis of 
the failure of the medical estab- 
lishment's war on cancer. The book 
has numerous details, anecdotes, 
and personal experiences. It covers 
interesting histories, particularly 
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of the American Cancer Socie:y 
(ACS), Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Hospital, and the National Can- 
cer Society as well as histories 
of attempts to introduce innova- 
tive appoaches to cancer treat- 
ment. It's greatest strength, 

in my opinion, is the detailed 
exposure of the ruling class 
control of ACS, MSK Hospital, 
and NCI. He gives details in 
names and numbers and experien- 
ces. He describes some useful 
examples of their profiteering 
through their control and sup- 
pression of things that could 

be useful but are not profit- 
able. 


My personal prejudice is 
that he spent too much space on 
unorthodox therapies without 
the same critical eye he uses 
for conventional therapies. He 
writes 135 pages of material 
on this. But he spends only 35 
on the establishment's obstruc- 
tion of prevention oriented res- 
earch. While it is true that Ep- 
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stein's Politics of Cancer has cov- 
ered much of the material on prev- 
ention, Moss' perspective might 
have added new insights. His book 
left me unsure if he saw prevention 
or intervention as the future of 
the health of the American people... 
and I am convinced from my read- 


ing of the history of health care that 


prevention is the far more likely 
hope. 


The book is worth reading most 
particularly for those who are look- 
ing for details to analyse the issues 
of cancer to the American people. 
It is not easy to read and it is 
not infrequently confusing. There 
are too many names, and quotations 
of secondary sources. The histories 
often stopped right when I was get- 
ting interested. Nevertheless, it 
has been a useful resource to me in 
teaching health politics to college 
students. Thanks to Ralph for sort- 
out his experiences as a public in- 
formation officer as MSK Cancer 
Center; and for putting that in 
print for the benefit of us all. 
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Planning for the AAAS 

The next AAAS is happening in Washington, D. C. the first week of January, 1982. 
Miriam and Scott, the Washington contacts, are planning support work around the 
conference and would like to hear from all who are interested in working on it. 


For next January several symposia have already been proposed on biological and 
chemical warfare, the MX missile, opposition to nuclear war in Europe among 
scientists, and the biological effects of nuclear war. Smaller workshops can 
also be proposed by writing to William Carey at AAAS. Send a copy to Scott and 
Miriam also. 


We hope to, knowing in advance who will speak, target particular speakers and 
leaflet their talks. Also we plan to coordinate our efforts with the Peace 
movement contingent. Do we want to have our own separate discussions? What 
other plans should we make? Keep in touch and begin planning now! 


Directing Science Toward Peace was a theme of the 1981 meeting and will be 
included in the next one. Many excellent sessions were held in Toronto on the 
threat of nuclear escalation, conversion of the military industry, nuclear pro- 
liferation, nuclear energy, and public outreach. An ad hoc AAAS Disarmament 
Caucus was formed with SftP help to make practical peace study and organizing at 
the 1982 meeting. Anyone interested in working on disarmament, contact Scott 
Thacher, 13 Danforth St., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. 


CHAPTER REPORTS 


Notes from Madison... 

Our contact in Madison, Nick Cote, reports that he receives on the average, one 
to two inquiries a month mostly about subs to SftP. He is interested in helping 
someone start a chapter. Anyone interested, contact him. 





Connecticut Reports... 

David Adams, Our contact at Wesleyan, tells us that he is heavily involved in 
faculty union organizing, a Marxist study group, a state-wide election reform 
coalition, and the peace movement. He hopes that a chapter will form in the near 
future. 


Tallahassee... 

In their February newsletter, Tallahassee reported that their recent activities 
have included support work with the Catfish Alliance, the World Hunger Project, 
and publicizing Barbara Ehrenreich's recent visit to FSU. 





Boston Chapter Report... 
What do you say about a chapter where the lights are burning late almost every 


night of the week? It must be the SftP national office and camputer center. 
SftP now has its own operating minicomputer, complete with spare parts. It has 
produced parts of this newsletter, via a word processing program, has kept track 
of SftP magazine's mailing list, and is a vital part of SftP's computer classes 
that presently have a dozen students enrolled. The classes and minicomputer are 
projects of the Boston chapter's most active and largest subgroup - the Computer 
Group. It has collected and repaired this equipment with its own resources. 








SftP workshops were recently held on topics of Math Ability and Sex and the Arms 
Race. Bob Lange (of the Sociobiology group) described his trip to Arab Univer- 
Sities on the West Bank and gave his observations on the PaLeniraieavects 
conflict at a recent Boston chapter meeting. 


Boston Magazine Committee is planning two more theme issues for the end of this 
year and early next year on "Computers and Work" and "Science and Minorities" 
(tentatively). Your ideas and contributions are welcomed. 


Boston Sociobiology Study Group...has, as always, been keeping tabs on the flood 
of articles on Sociobiology and related topics. In addition, they have been 
planning a small and a major forum on women, math and genetics. Speakers may 
include Ann Froines (UMASS Boston, Women's Studies) and Evelyn Fox Keller (mathe- 
matician). Tentative date and place are April 9th at Harvard or MIT. There has 
been a continuing discussion, as well, on how to improve group process and how to 
better integrate new members. 


Midwest Staff Report... 
The midwest coordinator, Kathy Yih, has begun working on magazine editing, local 


magazine distribution, and regional fund-raising (bake sales). Goals for the 
spring and summer are chapter-building, especially in Detroit and Madison, more 
contact with and support of existing chapters, and regional magazine promotion. 


The new Discussion Bulletin, put together by Peter Downs, is being mailed out to 
chapters and contacts in the region. If you haven't received one and want to be 
on the mailing list, contact Kathy Yih, SftP, 4318 Michigan Union, Ann Arbor, 

MI 48109. 


Ann Arbor Chapter Report... 
Since the last newsletter, the Ann Arbor chapter has continued its work on 


several fronts. The FLOC Support Group continues with fewer people and much more 
work, with only 10-15 people attending regular meetings but more than 80 people 
available for actions. The slide show, "Machines, Migrants, and Monopolies", has 
been shown several times in town, and bake sales are held frequently. We had a 
new wave benefit dance (featuring three local groups) on March 14. Anyone inter- 
ested in helping to spread the news about the boycott should give us a call 

(John (313) 971-1165 or Jamie 663-1437). 


In early March seven of us from the New World Agriculture Group (NWAG) made a 
trip to Nicaragua to look at agriculture and the possibilities of establishing 
a program of technical assistance from us to them. We made many contacts, saw 
many things, and look forward to future work in Nicaragua. 


Recently we formed an El Salvador support group to look at the technology of the 
U. S. war effort there. 





One of our members, Ken Jordan, now has a regular radio show on Fridays at 6:00. 
The first show was March 13 and featured interviews with Kathy Yih and Jamie 
Liebman about the current struggles of FLOC. The next show will feature John 
Vandermeer on Nicaragua. The show will include a weekly update on El Salvador. 


Austin Chapter Report from Ed Cervenka... 

"On February 23, 1981, five of us met in a meeting room of the Austin Public 
Library. I gave a report on the National Conference. We talked about the reso- 
lution to work with pro-choice groups for abortion rights. I agreed to order 30 
copies of an issue of the magazine and others would help me distribute them in 
bookstores, food co-ops, health food stores. Bob Ogden and Brian Davies, long- 
time Sf£tP members (Fram Chicago and Champaign-Urbana originally) who recently 
moved to Austin, were at the meeting and had a nice reunion." 


Chicago Chapter Report from Ivan Handler... 
Recent activities have revolved around the newly formed FLOC group, article 


writing and computer activites. The FLOC group, although separate from SftP, was 
started and strongly supported by SftP members. It has "taken off" and is thriving. 
Ivan and company are working on an article for Sf£tP magazine on popular science 
magazines like OMNI, Science Digest, Discover, etc. He has also joined Compuserve, 
a computer network and now has the capacity to do text editing and electronic mail. 


Irvine Chapter Report... 
On January 26, we showed the film entitled "Working for Your Life". The film 


and the discussion which followed its screening dealt with the problems faced 
by working women (and men) in their places of work. They included workplace 
hazards, health risks and alienation of workers in tedious monotonous work 
situations. The film showed how working women confront these problems by organ- 
izing themselves to put pressure on employers to change conditions, by linking 
their efforts with men who face similar problems and by seeking the help of 
O.S.H.A. which was originally created upon worker demand and has the power to 
enforce safety guidelines. It was brought out in the discussion that students 
need to be made aware of working conditions since they eventually will face 
them themselves. Multi-issue groups, like SftP, having a diverse membership 
(i.e., workers and students) can play a role in raising such an awareness and 
student members can participate in efforts to confront problems of harmful 
working situations with their fellow members in the work force. 


A network of progressive groups in Orange County has manifested itself in a 
co-sponsoring of events concerning the situation in El Salvador and on the 
ongoing nuclear arms race. The Solidarity Week with El Salvador was sponsored 
by CISPES, MECHA, LASC and also by the General Union of Palestinian Students 
and SftP. For us, participation in El Salvador Week meant direct contact with 
the source of information through the people of that country in the form of 
audio-visual presentations, talks, live music and face-to-face discussions with 
Salvadoreans. As a result, a better understanding and sense of the urgency of 
the situation has developed in contrast to the view presented by the established 
mass media. There have not yet been any demonstrations in Orange County, which 
is a conservative area. On the subject of the danger of nuclear war, we in- 
vited two speakers and screened a film. The speakers were informative but same 
of their positions were challenged by some of our members on political grounds. 
We will include a detailed discussion of these events in the next newsletter 
after a group evaluation. 





The nuclear weapons proliferation study group has led us to a realization of 
the complicity of academia in weapons research, to an awareness of the influ- 
ence of the military in defining and directing scientific research programs, 
and to a general understanding of the class control of scientific and profes- 
sional selection and training programs. Our study has hence become diversified 
to these larger issues. In this vein, we wish to study the research already 
compilec by other Sftb chapters on JASON and contact them reyarding more recent 
findings. 
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STAFF REPORT 





Back Issues Available?! 
Sets of 50 back issues still in print (thru Volume 11 - 1979). YOUR'S FOR ONLY 
$15.00 plus postage ($2.50). Here's your chance to camplete your collection of 


Science for the People magazines. 


TO ALL MEMBERS: SftP will send sets of back issues to your favorite cause. Send 

us the names and addresses of prisons, alternative schools, community clinics, 
liberation movements and mental hospitals, and we'll send them sets of back issues. 
A contribution from you towards postage costs would be appreciated. (Note: Postage 
to libraries, schools, colleges and universities is only $1.00.) 


ATTENTION CHAPTERS: Bulk discounts for sets of back issues are available. Terms: 
40% discount for five or more sets, cash up front. 


Announcements. 


Promotional Material Packet Available 

A packet of sample promotional material available from the national office has been 
sent to all chapters, along with ideas and suggestions for activities. If you would 
like to receive the packet, please contact the national office. 


The IDB is Out!: 

The latest issue of the IDB is available. We are sending SftP members a bi- 
monthly newsletter rather than the IDB now, and distributing the IDB to chapters 
and contact people only. Contact your local chapter or nearest contact person if 
you would like a copy. 


Two Years in the Making, But It's Here! 


The brand new brochure on Science for the People is ready at last. If you would 
like copies to distribute to your friends and colleagues, please contact the 
national office. Bulk quantities are also available. 


New Sustaining Members Still Needed!! 

The attached 1980 Financial Summary shows that expenses exceeded income throughout 
1980. The deficit was met by drawing from our savings account, which is totally 
exhausted. 


Two mailings were sent to SftP members during the past three months as part of an 
effort to deal with this serious situation. To date, only 15 out of 400 members 

have responded. If you have not yet responded to our call for new Sustainer Mem- 
bers, PLEASE do so now! 





FINANCIAL REPORT 


INCOME AND EXPENSES 
By Quarter, 1980 


Average Surplus Average Total 
Quarter Total Income Monthly Income (Deficit) | Monthly Expenses Expenses 


First $9,994.39 $3,331.46 ($152.25) $3,483.71 $10,451.13 

Second 9,653.87 3,217.96 ( 417.27) 3,635.23 10,905.70 

Third 8,380.30 2,793.43 ( 344.35 3,137.78 9,413.33 

Fourth * 11,712.10 3,904.04 ( 89.68) 3,993.72 11,981.17 

TOTAL $39,740.66 $42,751.33 

Average $3,311.72 ($250.88) $3,562.61 

NOTES: (*) Does not include $2,000 loan from NE War Tax Resistance for Feed, Need 
Greed. 
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Announcements 


El Salvador Alert $10's of millions of dollars of military aid are in the pipe- 
line to the repressive Junta in El Salvador and Secretary of State Haig is telling 
the U. S. press to back off attention. A demonstration on March 21 in Boston to 
protest U. S. military aid to the tiny country drew an estimated 5,000 people, 
including SftP members carrying a banner. Jeanne Gallo (former SftP office 
coordinator) has helped produce an excellent slide show, El Salvador - Country in 
Crisis. 


It is available from: Overview/Latin America, 9 Sacramento St., Cambridge, MA 
02138 ($68 to buy, less to rent). Urge your Congressperson to sponsor H. R. 1509, 
to cut off military aid to El Salvador. Remember, SftP passed a resolution at 
the last National Conference condemning the human rights violations of the Junta. 


March to the Pentagon, May 3rd, Washington, D. C. 


The Peoples' Anti War Mobilization is organizing a massive demonstration protesting 
U. S. military build-up, the draft, and U. S. intervention in El Salvador. Contact 
Peoples' Anti War Mobilization at 1470 Irving Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 

(202 )462-1488. Reservations for the Struck/Schneider couch will be taken ona 
first come-first serve basis. 


Habakusha Travel Program 

Several newspaper or other press reporters will be given grants to travel to 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to describe the experience of the survivors of the atomic 
barb blast. The deadline is April 1, 1981. Write to Prof. Tadatoshi Akiba, 
Tufts University, Medford, MA 02155. 


National Committee for Radiation Victims... 

has available a speakers bureau for Spring 1981. The Committee is a public advo- 
cate for radiation victims, especially those injured during atamic bomb testing. 
Call or write to: Karen Wilson, 317 Pennsylvania Ave., S. E., Washington, D. C. 
20002 (202)543-0222. This is an excellent group to help with local organizing on 
nuclear war and defense spending campaigns. 


Jobs for Peace 

A local referendum passed with heavy SftP support in several Massachusetts state 
senatorial districts last November. It calls for cuts in U. S. military budget. 
State hearings are to be held soon and a petition campaign in the city of Boston 
is planning to place a Jobs for Peace measure on the city ballot. 


Nuclear Freeze 

A campaign for a mutual and inmediate freeze on new nuclear weapons by the U. S. 
and U.S.S.R. has been supported by Boston SftP and a national campaign has been 
started with widespread petition and electoral campaigns. 


Job Announcement 

The Science Teacher is looking for a new editor with writing, editing and science 
teaching experience. Deadline for applying is May lst. They will consider candi- 
dates for part-time field editorships. Send applications to: Bill Aldridge, 
Executive Director, NSTA, 1742 Connecticut Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. 20009. 
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The New Look 

You may or may not have noticed several subtle changes in the look of the maga- 
zine over the last year anda half. In January, 1980, the masthead on the front 
cover changed from a hand-drawn scrawl to a neat-style block lettertitle after 
years of complaints about the old masthead. Last May (1980) the chapters and con- 
tacts list moved from the front to the rear of the magazine. The latest issue 
(March 1981) has a new coated paper cover for that slicker look. Also this is the 
first issue, following a mandate from the 2nd National Conference, that has a left- 
handed fist in the SftP symbol on the rear cover. It was pointed out at the con- 
ference that, in Latin America, a right-handed fist indicates right-wing fascist 
power. 


Magazine Promotion and Distribution Campaign 


Science for the People has made a major commitment to increasing our magazine 
promotion and distribution efforts during the caning year. Projects include 
development of a brochure on the magazine, and the listing of Science for the 
People in several guides to the alternative press. Science for the People will 
also be featured in the Combined Book Exhibition display at the National Associa- 
tion of Science Teachers convention in New York City, along with Feed Need Greed. 

















A newly designed magazine brochure will be included in a 1,500 piece mass mailing 
to libraries being sent out by the Alternative Press Center in early May. Several 
direct mail campaigns of our own to libraries are in the planning stages. 





In addition, the national staff in conjunction with the Boston Distribution Com- 
mittee has redesigned the old magazine exchange ad. We will be sending the photo- 
ready copy to magazines we currently exchange subscriptions with, as well as other 
publications listed in the Alternative Press Index. It is our hope that the ex- 
change ads will bring in new subscriptions. 


All of these projects cost money. It was decided at the National Conference in 
December to earmark $100 per month from general income receipts for promotional 
activities. Recently we decided to establish a separate fund - the $5000 Promotion 
Fund - solely to pay for promotional activities. 


We strongly urge you to make a contributiam to the $5000 Promotion Fund. Think of 
your contribution as an investment. The funds spent on promotional activities will 
come back to the organization and be reinvested in successive pramotional activi- 
ties. YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE, SO MAKE AS BIG A CONTRIBUTION AS YOU CAN 
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Resources: 


Scientists who Contributed to Nazi Ideology on Race and Genetics (followed by 
Library reference numbers) 


George L. Mosse. The Crisis of German Ideology: Intellectual Origins of the 
Third Reich. (Ger. 2395.353) 


D. Gasman. The Scientific Origins of National Socialism. Elseviers, NY. 1961 
(Phil. 510.1.50) 


to 


- Poliakov. The Aryan Myth. Chatto-Heinemann. Sussex Univ. Press. London, 1974 
(GN 539. p.7513 1974b) 


M. Weinreich. Hitler's Professors. The Part of Scholarship in Germany's Crimes 
Against the Jewish People. Yiddish Scientific Institute. Yivo. NY 
1946. (Ger. 2460.170.275) 


H. Zmarzlick. Social Darwinism in Germany Seen as an Historical Problem. Chapt. 
10 in Republich to Reich. The Making of the Nazi (Ger. 2455.72) 
and Social Darwinism in Germany: An Example of the Socio-Political 
Abuse of Scientific Knowledge. in The Nature of Human Behavior 
ed. by G. Altner. George Allen and Unwin Ltd. London. 1976. pp. 346- 
377. (GN 502. A4713 1976) 


D. A. Puzzo. Racism and the Western Tradition. J. Hist. Ideas. 25 (4) 579-586.1984 


A. Rosenberg. Race and Race History and Other Essays by Alfred Rosenberg with an 
introduction by R. Pois. (DD 236.R58 1970b) 


E. Baur, E. Fischer and F. Lenz. Human Heredity. George Allen and Unwin Ltd. 
London. 1931 (Soc. 5249 31.5) ; 


S. L. Chorover. From Genesis to Genocide. MIT Press. 1979. Cambridge 


L. Graham. Eugenics Movement in Germany and Russia in the 1920's. Amer. Hist. 
Rev. 82, 1133-1164 (1977). 


These books trace the origins of the theories underlying Nazi genocidal policies 
to university professors and medical doctors, some of whom even before the 20th 
century were proposing programs of "racial hygiene." These scientists included 
world-renowned physicists and geneticists. The book by Baur, Fischer and Lenz 
was a human genetics text widely used in Germany and other countries. It has a 
major focus on heredity and racial behavioral differences. Its conclusions rely 
heavily on the IQ studies done in the United States earlier in the 20th century 
and on the writings of U. S. eugenicists. The article by Graham also documents 
the role that some socialists and cammunists played in promoting eugenics ideology 
in both Germany and the Soviet Union. It the latter country, the reaction against 
the academic eugenicists played a role in bringing Lysenko to the fore. 





Newsnote - A Hot Time in the old Nuke Tonight 

Radioactive mice are apparently "whooping it up" in the TMI control room building, 
according to the Washington Post. Radioactive rodent droppings have been found in 
the basement giving off 70 millirads of radiation/hour. They suspect it was from 
drinking some of the 600,000 gallons of radioactive water. Exterminators are after 
the little devils, for testing of course. Met Ed tells us we would have to "in- 
gest (the droppings) in large quantities for humans...to pick up detectable radia- 
tion from then". Care for a little hollandaise sauce on them perhaps? 





THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT SFTP NATIONAL NEWSLETTER IS MAY 15!!! 
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AAAS AND EL SALVADOR 


On May 3, members and supporters of SftP gathered in Washington, D. C. to join 


in the protest against U.S. involvement in El Salvador. 


We feel it is an extreme— 


ly important and unique task for SftP to bring the El Salvador question to the 


attention of the scientific community. 


We therefore propose that SftP undertake 


to organize activities at the AAAS in Washington, D. C., January, 1982 for the 
purpose of putting a discussion of U. S. intervention in El Salvador on the agen- 


da of the AAAS annual meeting. 


In the early days of SftP, the focus of our activity was scientist's compli- 


city with the war movement. 


Thirteen years later this fact has not changed. 


It's time again to refocus on these same issues. They are overriding issues 
because they involve U. S. imperialism, solidarity with third world countries, 
and because the war effort is the major employer of scientists in the U. S. The 
resolution supporting El Salvador at the 2nd National Conference and the July 


special issue on Science and the Military are a beginning. 
Let's begin organizing now for AAAS actions. U. S. out of El Salvador. 


next step. 


2 Members of D.C. SftP 
8 Members of Ann Arbor SftP 
1 Member of Chicago SftP 


The 1982 AAAS is the 


Signed, May 3, 1981 
1 Member of N.Y. SftP 
4 Members of Ithaca SftP 








ADMINISTRATOR/FUND RAISER POSITION AVATLABLE. 


Science for the People is looking 


for a full-time administrative coordinator and fund raiser for the National Office 


in Boston. 


Position to begin August lst. 


If interested, send resume detailing 


experience to the Hiring Committee, Science for the People, 897 Main Street, 


Cambridge, MA 02139. 


For more information, call (617) 547-0370. 








CHICAGO CHAPTER REPORT 

The Chicago Chapter recently parti- 
Cipated in an El Salvador demonstration 
which was disrupted by the Moonies. 
The police were collaberating with the 
Moonies allowing them to disrupt. Our 
chapter has since begun an investi- 
gation/expose of the Moonies activi- 
ties at Circle campus of U Illinois. 
Their organization is called CARP and 
puts out the World Student Times (a 
pro-KKK paper). Anyone with informa- 
tion on them should contact us. 

We also are continuing to write an 
article on popular science magazines 
for SftP Magazine. 
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Sf£tP Magazine found a new distri- 
butor in the Chicago area and is final- 
ly in the bookstores around here. 

Our other major activity is our 
FLOC support group. We have begun a 
Justice for Migrant Families campaign 
to get people to support a migrant 
family for the summer. 

Lastly, we may get a grant from a 
new left foundation in Chicago called 
Crossroads to get our computer capa- 
bility together to do left mailing 
lists. 
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IRVINE SftP CHAPTER 


As was briefly mentioned in the last 
newsletter, the Irvine chapter co-spon- 
sored three events early in March which 
examined the Superpowers' role in the 
arms race and the dangers of nuclear 
war. 

Dr. Robert Nelson, Co-chair of the 
Los Angeles Federation of Scientists, 
and scientist at the Jet Propulsion Lab 
in Pasadena, opened the series with a 
talk on the irrationality of the arms 
race and on the possible scenarios of a 
nuclear exchange. He emphasized that 
the perceptions of military and poli- 
tical threats due to the deployment of 
newer and more weapons lead to a de- 
stabilizing escalation of the arms race. 
Nelson reasoned that the arms race, due 
to its potential for large-scale destruc- 
tion, was the only really important issue 
people need to be tackling today. We 
disagreed with him stating that, for all 
its serious implications, it is still 
just one of the many issues tied to the 
more key issue of the need for people 
to gain more control of their lives. 

The second event was the screening 
of Wexler's film, War Without Winners, 
which dealt with the possibility of an 
all-out nuclear war and the economics of 
nuclear weapons production. It included 
interviews with people both favoring 
and opposing nuclear arms buildup. Sov- 
iet citizens interviewed on the street 
voiced opposition to the arms race, as 
did some former U. S. officials. The film 
also brought out how the cost of armament 
buildup is reflected in economic weakness. 

On the third night of the series, Dr. 
Marvin Goldberger, President of Caltech, 
addressed the worldwide problems of nuc- 
lear arms proliferation. A physicist 
himself, he is the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on International Security and Arms 
Control, which he explained is a group 
of scientists which attempts to advise 
the U. S. on arms limitation and meets 
with a similar group of Soviet scientists. 
Goldberger pointed out that perceptions 
of power in a country do not always 
correspond to actual physical realities, 
but that these illusory notions often 





became political realities. He urged 
action to stop the arms race in the form 
of a continual use of the media to reach 
people with the facts and recommended 
that grassroots movements "keep on 
raising hell". He sees the role of the 
scientist to be that of a disseminator of 
information rather than that of organizer. 
He viewed defense spending as "offense 
spending", yet in regard to R & D at 

the nuclear weapons labs, he said that 
since the nation's leaders which "we" 
elected hold it to be in the national 
interest, a scientist's decision on 
whether to do that kind of work is an 
individual one. 

Recently there was a referendum on our 
campus and on other U.C. campuses as well, 
in which. students could vote to advise the 
Regents on maintenance or severance of 
the ties between the U.C. and the nuclear 
weapons labs. The trends on some of the 
campuses were as follows: UCD, for the 
ties; UCSD, UCSB, UCI, for severance. 
Prior to the voting day, SftP and Alliance 
for Survival conducted flier and poster 
campaigns and with other groups and indi- 
viduals used the campus media to inform 
the voters. On May 15, we attended a 
Regents meeting in Los Angeles with 150 
other U.C. affiliated people, mainly 
students attempting to postpone decisions 
on the lab contracts and request 
the allottment of one hour for the pub- 
lic to express opinions on the contract 
content prior to the Regents' vote. 

Both of these objectives were obtained 
by the combined influence of the few 
sympathetic Regents and of student 
representatives backed by strong stu- 
dent presence. Since the Regents 

have already voted to maintain lab ties, 
despite the trend of the student vote, 
the issue now at hand involves the 
content of the contract. 

The study group, once again revital- 
ized after the intense activity sur- 
rounding the weapons labs referendum, 
has begun to study a topic that came up 
in the discussion period following Dr. 
Goldberger's .talk: the organization 
called Jason. We are currently using 
the papers compiled by the Boston 
chapter. 


National Newsletter 





Other events attended by Irvine 
SftP members were a demonstration in 
solidarity with the El Salvadorean 
people held in Los Angeles and a forum 
on the Movement for Restoration of 
Democracy in Pakistan. 


Wager eeeer 
BOSTON CHAPTER NEWS 


A series of chapter public meet- 
ings on "Math and Sex", "Pregnancy 
Intervention", and other women's 
issues were presented here, spon- 
sored by Socio Biology Group, and 
the Women's group. 

Bob Lange presented slides and 
discussion about his trip to the 
West Bank area of occupied Jordan 
and discussed human rights and 
academic freedom in Arab universi- 
ties there. 

A Boston speaker's bureau is 
starting this fall to reach local 
schools and colleges and to raise money. 
We hope to make these important events 
for recruiting new members. We will 
tap some of the more prominent Boston 
area people connected with SftP. 

Boston Women's Group of SftP presented 
a public forum on Office Automation and 
Clerical Workers on May 1. There were 
speakers from 9 to 5 clerical workers 
organization and District 65 union. A 
lively discussion followed the well- 
attended talk. As one out of four work- 
ers in the Boston area are clericals, 
this is a hot issue and one that SftP 
should continue to be concerned with. 


A group of high-technology techni- 
cal people has been formed to support the 
nuclear freeze campaign, conversion of 
military industry in Massachusetts, 
luring away workers from defense work, 
and education among engineers, etc., with 
active participation by several SftP mem- 
bers. For more info, to join in activi- 
ties of a national scope, write: "Hi- 
tech Workers for Peace" c/o SftP, Cam- 
bridge, MA 

Support the nuclear freeze campaign. 
"The U. S..and U. S. S. R. should adopt 
a mutual, verifiable freeze on the test- 
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ing, production, and deployment of 
nuclear weapons and of missiles and new 
aircraft designed primarily to deliver 
them." A nationwide campaign to raise 
signatures for the freeze has started. 
The freeze was endorced by SftP/Boston 
Chapter. Needless to say, a freeze flies 
in the face of the conventional wisdom 
of both Congress and Reagan. For more 
info, write: 

Institute for Defense and Disarma- 
ment Studies, 251 Harvard Ave., Brookline, 
MA 02146. 

Jobs With Peace: The campaign has 
continued to the Massachusetts State 
House and Senate where a resolution to 
cut military spending is being debated 
and voted on. To find out how JWP cam 
paign can be brought to your community, 
write the following SftP members in 
Boston for a study guide/other materials: 

Virginia Schaefer 

Sam Pilato 

Bob Hodapp. 
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ANN ARBOR CHAPTER REPORT 

In Ann Arbor we recently started a 
group on women and science in which we 
have been discussing the patriarchal 
aspects/nature (depending on one's point 
of view) of science. At the next meet- 
ing we will talk about Rita Arditti's 
"Feminism and Science" in Science and 
Liberation. 

For our general potluck-meeting on 
May 12 the steering committee had plan- 
ned same political discussion in addi- 
tion to the usual business. We went 
from "science for the people vs. 
science for radical scientists" and 
"women and science" into a heavy and 
apparently productive session on sex- 
ism in personal relationships. About 
12 people attended. 

The FLOC Support Group is gearing 
up for strike season (the fourth year 
now) and for our fund-raising Mexican 
food booth at the Ann Arbor Art Fair 
in July. FLOC needs volunteers to 
help with the strike in August and 
September. A new batch of "Cream 
and Exploitation" t-shirts is ready. 











Kathy Yih participated in a work- 
shop on women and math and presented 
the SftP "line" on biological deter- 
minism. It drew a lot of interest 
and some potential members. 





ST. LOUIS CHAPTER REPORT 

We are once again getting FLOC 
support work started. We've shown 
the slide show put out by AA SftP 
and we're planning a fund raiser 
for FLOC for late June. Last month 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis announ- 
ced it would support the boycott. 

We have five members, but we are 
involved in many activities: solid- 
arity work for El Salvador, writing 
articles for the magazine, health 
care, and producing a half hour 
radio show, once a month, on Latin 
America. 

Next month (June), we will also 
put out another issue of the IDB, so 
keep those comments coming. 





TALLAHASSEE CHAPTER REPORT 

Our major project for this school 
term was to co-sponsor a presentation 
by Joseph Collins of the Institute 
for Food and Development Policy. Our 
job was to handle the pre-event pub- 
licity via announcements in local 
newsletters, talk shows, posters, 
etc. Over 500 people attended the 
event so I guess we did an OK job of it. 

As a part of the pre-event publicity, 
we compiled a reading list that was pub- 
lished in the local alternative news- 
paper. 

We are uSing our computer to help 
local progressive organizations. Some 
Iranian students are using it to learn 
programming skills. We are using it to 
handle inventory at the local progres- 
Sive bookstore. We use it a lot for 
mailing lists in that we maintain the 
mailing lists for the Tallahassee Peace 
Coalition, Florida Association of Mi- 
grant Organizations, CO-OP Bookstore 
membership list, Southern Student 
Activists Association, Feminist Women's 
Health Center, etc. 
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In early June two of our members 
will visit the Cambridge office to 
keep in touch and to gather materials 
for the Resources column. 
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AUSTIN CHAPTER REPORT 

Austin Sf£tP has not had a meeting 
recently. We endorsed a march against 
intervention in El Salvador. The 
march was in Austin and there were about 
1,000 people in it. Brian Davies and 
Ed Cervenka devoted some time to help 
organize the march. 

At the National Conference held in 
Berkeley this past December, Ed Cer- 
venka (S£tP Austin, TX chapter) circu- 
lated a questionnaire among the parti- 
Cipants. The questionnaire included 
items asking respondents to "label" 
themselves politically, and items 
seeking people's opinions on the current 
political situation. 

The purpose of the survey was to 
stimulate discussion at the National 
Conference about surveys, and to pro- 
vide information that Ed was personally 
interested in. For same time we have 
been talking about designing a survey 
of the magazine readership to give us a 
clearer sense of who our readers 
actually are and what they are interes- 
ted in. Such information would be used 
in our efforts to promote the magazine 
and increase its circulation. 

Because attendance at the conference 
represented only.a small part of the 
organization, and because not everyone 
filled out the questionnaire, conclusions 
are difficult to draw. People's descrip- 
tions of their political leanings ranged 
from Marxist-Leninist to Radical Christian, 
while over half of the respondents felt 
that the U. S. ruling class maintained 
its control through manipulation of infor- 
mation. , 

Survey results can be obtained from Ed 
Cervenka, Austin Chapter. 
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Sf£tP ATTENDS RADICAL SCIENCE MAGAZINE 
MEETING IN ITALY 


In our day-to-day work in SftP we 
rarely meet people fram outside the U. S. 
who are producing radical science maga- 
zines, but when we do, it's inspiring. 

I recently had the unique opportunity to 
attend an international conference of 
radical science journals in Italy on 
behalf of SftP. The experience pro- 
vided me with both a perspective on the 
importance of our work and inspiration 
to keep doing it. In this report I will 
share with you some of the highlights of 
the conference. 

In many Western European countries 
groups of radical scientists have 
started producing journals during the 
last 15 years. These journals have 
developed an analysis of science and 
technology similar to Science for the 
People. They have been meeting over 
Easter vacation for the past four years 
to share information and experiences. 

Science for the People was invited 
to the previous conferences, but we could 
not afford to send a representative. 
This year the invitation arrived aiong 
with a commitment to reimburse us for 
travel expenses. The invitation came 
two weeks before Easter and the Boston 
Editorial Committee hastily suggested 
that I attend as the SftP representative. 

The Italian group scheduled two meet- 
ings. The first meeting was a two-day 
public meeting that focused on the theme, 
"Science Criticism: Social and Environ~ 
mental Control". The second meeting 
was a restricted three-day meeting of 
representatives from the radical science 
journals. Representatives from 
Weschel Wirkung, a West German radical 
science magazine; Forum, a West German 
radical health journal; Revoluon, a 
Dutch radical science journal; Cahiers 
Galilee, a Belgian radical science 
journal; Science for People, a British 
radical science magazine; Radical 
Science Journal, a British theoretical 
journal; Sapere, an Italian radical 
science magazine; and Naturkampen, a 
Danish radical science journal attended 
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the meeting. A representative from the 
People's Science Movement in India also 
attended the meeting. 

The meeting was hosted by Sapere, in 
Milan. One of the members of the Sapere 
collective lives in a wonderful commune 
20 miles north of Milan. All the parti- 
cipants in the conference stayed at the 
commune. The three-day meeting was held 
in the cammon room of the house. 


The Public Meeting 
Unfortunately, I missed most of the 


first day of the open meeting. However, 
from what I heard, the meeting became 

a debate between Italian psychiatrists, 
social theorists and others about the 
role of psychiatric treatment in main- 
taining social control. Apparently, 
this had not been the original plan for 
the meeting, but the organizers had 
difficulty in controlling it. 

During the second day of the open meet- 
ing, representatives from each journal 
briefly described ideas from their col- 
lectives related to the theme of the 
meeting. Some of the issues that they 
addressed included, the anti-nuke move- 
ments and alternative technology, the 
arms race, the environmental movements, 
racism, science teaching, and automa- 
tion of the workplace. We discussed 
some of these topics in the three-day 
meeting of the journals. 


The Meeting of the Radical Science Journa 
The first task of the three-day meeting 


was to agree upon an agenda. The dis- 
cussion we had about possible topics re- 
vealed how many issues we have in conmon. 
Each group has much to learn about the 
struggles that the others have been in- 
volved in or have written abaut. 

The Weschel Wirkung collective had 
written a paper for the conference dis- 
cussing how to criticize science. Their 
paper led us into a discussion about 
radical science practice, and the 
contradictions of being a scientist 
under capitalism. Weschel Wirkung 
raised a question about whether the 
journals might be creating an elite of 
radical science critics in the pro- 





cess of producing their journals. 

I circulated the recent SftP article 
by John Vandermeer (Jan/Feb., 1981) in 
which he proposes a way of developing 
a radical science practice. Everyone 
agreed on the need to be concrete in 
our analysis and to integrate science 
workers and other people affected by 
technology into our work. 

The presentation by a member of 
the People's Science Movement in India 
was very informative. The movement has 
been based in Kerala, a state in South- 
western India. The Kerala group, 
Sastra Sahitya Parishad (KSSP) publishes 
many books and 6 journals and magazines. 
In Kerala, the membership is about 
6,000 and there are an additional 1,000 
activists. 

A slogan frequently used by KSSP 
is "Science for Social Revolution". 
This phrase seems to guide many of the 
movement's activities. The group has 
initiated lecture series and other 
educational activities among the rural 
poor. KSSP scientists have gone from 
village to village to live and work 
with farmers, fishing people and others. 
These efforts have succeeded in involv- 
ing the rural poor people in issues 
related to development and technology. 

As I listened to the presentation 
on India, I was struck by same of the 
Similarities between KSSP and SftP. 
Both groups emphasize self reliance, 
working with and learning fran the 
people, and on presenting a progres- 
sive analysis while demystifying sci- 
ence. I think we can learn a great deal 
from KSSP's experience. 

Members of the Sapere collective 
presented some of the local issues 
they have been covering. Sapere has 
published a special issue on earth- 
quakes and reconstruction. Many people 
in areas devastated by the recent earth- 
quakes are still living in hastily 
constructed barracks or amongst the 
rubble that was once their homes. 
Sapere has been advocating that the 
areas be rebuilt to withstand further 
earthquakes and that local people be 
employed in this effort. However, 
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the goverrment has done almost nothing 
for these people. 

Bruno Vitale, an Italian physi- 
cist, presented a paper he wrote for 
Sapere on the neutron bomb. He has 
traced the role of scientists in de- 
Signing the bomb and in advocating its 
development to the Pentagon. The U. S. 
is interested in the neutron bomb be- 
cause it could be used in imperialist 
Third World conflicts such as El Salva- 
dor. Several people at the meeting 
expressed concern about the use of the 
bomb in Europe. 

The European journals are begin- 
ning to became involved in the nuclear 
disarmament movements. This movement is 
organizing around a Nuclear Free Zone 
Campaign. The campaign is demanding 
that the countries between Portugal and 
Poland be free of nuclear weapons. 

Part of their strategy, especially in 
West Germany, has been to approach the 
anti-nuclear power movements. It is 
still too early to assess the impact of 
the Nuclear Free Zone Campaign. 


Next Year's Meeting 

Next year the meeting will be in 
Milan again. The same source of funds 
for transportation costs will probably 
be available. The meeting will focus on 
the politics of automation of the work- 
place and information technology. We 
decided that journal collectives should 
prepare papers and circulate them be- 
fore the meeting. 

I hope that SftP can begin preparing 
for next year months in advance. We 
have much in the way of articles and 
information to share with the European 
and Indian groups. I recammend that 
representatives from various SftP chap- 
ters across the country try to attend 
next year. It was a problem this year, 
that the decision to send me was made 
by the Boston Editorial Committee and 
other chapters were not consulted. I 
hope that we can begin now to discuss 
how to decide who should go. 

A complete set of the minutes from 
the journal meeting will be available 
from the National Office in about one 
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month. The papers and articles which I 
mentioned in this report and several 
others are now available. I would be 
happy to share this material with any- 
one who requests it. 

Terri Goldberg 
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NATIONAL STAFF REPORT 


Magazine promotion activities have 
been a major priority during the past 
two months. A mailing of our new ex- 
change ads to over 200 alternative 
press publications in the U. S. and 
Canada has been completed. The Nation 
ran a small ad in its May 2nd issue 
which has already brought in half a 
dozen new subscriptions. 

The new magazine promotion flier is 
also now ready for distribution. 1,500 
copies were sent to colleges and libra- 
ries in a mailing sent out by the 
Alternative Press Center. Work contin- 
ues on our own mailing to over 2,600 
Science and Technology libraries in 
the U. S. 

It was finally decided to use 
Carrier Pigeon as the national distri- 
butor of the magazine. We have also 
picked up a new regional distributor 
in the Mid-West, Prairie News Agency in 
Chicago. If you are aware of other pro- 
gressive magazine distributors in your 
area, please contact the National Office. 

With the help of former staff person 
Alan Frolich, we have reorganized our 
books to give a better picture of our 
expenses. (See attached lst Quarter 
Financial Summary) 


Work has also begun on designing two 
new computer programs that would run on 
SftP's own microcomputer. The first will 
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lst Quarter Finance Report 


Total income $15,069.72, 
total expenses were $15,666.59 
for a net deficit of $596.87. 
Magazine related and Pledges & 
Contributions accounted for 903 
of our income, evenly split be- 
tween them. Expenses were 30% 
staff, 36% magazine, 18% office 
overhead and 10% Feed, Need. 
For a copy of the detailed fi- 
nance summary contact Phil Stone 
at the National Office. 


Preliminary analysis of 2nd 
quarter income shows it down from 
lst quarter, while summer months 
are historically slow. Bundle 
accounts are down as fewer 
people are patronizing book-' 
stores. It's time to get out 
and hustle subscriptions! 





be used to eliminate a great deal of 


_ invoicing and record keeping presently 


associated with the bundle accounts 
that will not be picked up by Carrier 
Pigeon. The second program is designed 
to handle the special requirements of 
library subscriptions. This includes 
relations with subscription service 
agencies, renewals, invoicing, and 
maintaining records of library claims 
and our responses. 

Responses to two mailings sent to 
SftP members urging them to became 
Sustainers are summarized below. A 
recent mailing was also sent to non- 
member subscribers inviting then to 
become members. 


MIDWEST STAFF REPORT 

Kathy Yih and John Vandermeer took 
an organizing trip to Champaign . 
Urbana, Illinois in late April. SftP 
is virtually defunct there and not about 
to be resuscitated. However, it looks 
as though a FLOC Support Group and 
another chapter of the New World Agri- 
culture Group (NWAG) will form. 

Kathy plans a trip to Madison 
during the summer. 
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MAGAZINE PROMOTION 

Is Technology Taking You For a Ride?... 
is the theme for a new SftP magazine 
pamphlet. The National Office has final- 
ly finished the latest pranotional piece 
on Science for the People. It is avail- 
able for you to use at the literature 
table, to give to your friends and co- 
workers, to leave at your favorite 
bookstores, and to hand out at demonstra- 
tions. SftP needs more readers and the 
best way to reach people is through per- 
sonal distribution of our literature. 
Order copies today from the National 
Office. 





Science and Technology in the Third World 
A beautiful new flyer has been pro- 


duced on this special issue of Science 
for the People. The flyer can be handed 
out at events, used as posters, and 
given to friends. We think that this 
issue of SftP is so good that we printed 
more of them. Help us sell them by 
ordering copies of the flyer from the 
National Office. 


Science, Militarism, and U. S. Foreign 
Policy 

The July/August issue of SftP is a 
special issue on Science, Militarism and 
U. S. Foreign Policy. The West Coast 
Editorial Committee has pulled together 
a group of articles that provide the 
information necessary to effective 
organizing against the Reagan warmonger- 
ing. The National Office is producing 
a flyer on this issue which you can use 
in your organizing activities. Order 
copies of this flyer today: 


GET YOUR FRIENDS AND CO-WORKERS TO SUB- 
SCRIBE 

Sf£tP needs a larger readership: If 
each of you would get 5 friends or co- 
workers to subscribe we would have 2,000 
more subscribers: Or if you would like 
us to send people you know a sample 
magazine and promotional literature, send 
the National Office their names and ad- 
dresses. The information presented in 
SftP cannot be found anywhere else. We 
want more people to have access to it. 
GET OUT AND HUSTLE SOME SUBSCRIPTIONS 
TODAY! 











BOSTON EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE REPORT 


Boston Editorial Committee partici- 
pated in a workshop on May 9 at Boston 
Cammunity Center, led by two of its 
members. Discussion and work on the 
overall editorial approaches to the maga- 
zine and on specific suggestions for 
improvements were of great help. The 
E. C. was very pleased with the work- 
shop and has gotten encouragement, new 
ideas and perspectives from it. 


Boston Magazine Committee is working 
on a topical issue for November on 
Computers and the Workplace, and is 
planning another topical issue for 
March,'82 on Science and Racism. We 
welcome input for either of these 
issues, particularly for the racism 
issue. 





MIDWEST EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE REPORT 

The Midwest Editorial collective is 
planning the January, 1982 issue to be 
a general issue and the July, 1982 to be 
a theme issue on Feminist Science. They 
have recently had a turnover in their 
editorial collective, with Ivette 
Perfecto and Cruz Phillips joining so 
the collective is now half female. 

Also in April, the EC sent outa 
packet of memos on defining HC guide- 
lines for reviewing articles in hopes 
of stimulating a discussion along those 
lines. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BANNER FOR BORROW 

At the May 3rd demonstration, Ann 
Arbor SftP produced a magnificent 
15' by 4' banner, red with black writing 
proclaiming "SCIENTISTS AGAINST THE WAR. 
U. S. OUT OF EL SALVADOR. SCIENCE FOR THE 
PEOPLE (logo)". The banner was left at 
Miriam and Scott's and can be shipped to 
anyone wishing to use it for future 
demonstrations. (As long as you send us 


the shipping expenses. ) 
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SUPPORT COAL MINERS STRIKE 
Dear Union Brothers and Sisters, 

A concerted attack on the UMWA 
by the BCOA (Bituminous Coal Opera- 
tors Assn.) and the goverrment is 
going on. Coal miners fighting for 
their union are being jailed, shot at 
and fined. We in the UMW - Need 
your help. The attack on the UMWA is 
the forefront of a massive assault on 
organized and unorganized labor. If 
the UMW is broken, the whole working 
class will feel the consequences. 

We call on our allies in other unions 
to unite labor in action. Our Strike 
Committee is organized to spread the 
coal strike to other industries, to 
organize picketing and to defend those 
miners jailed for strike activity. 

We ask that you invite our commit- 
tee members to your local meeting or to 
your plant gates, and that money be 
donated to support the work of our 
Strike Committee. We are urging other 
union members around the country to do 
what they can from resolutions of sup- 
port and donations, to strikes in sym- 
pathy with the coal miners. A one-day 
sympathy strike by your union would send 
a message of labor solidarity to Reagan 
and to the multi-national corporations. 


In Solidarity, 

West Virginia Coal Miners Strike 
Committee 

Box 5367, Capitol Station 
Charleston, W 25311 

(304) 925-6286 

(304) 475-3462 


The New England Free Press 
The New England Free Press is a small, 


non-profit, cooperative printshop in 
Somerville, MA. Since 1969, they have 
been the largest independent publisher 
of radical pamphlets in the U. S. They 
have over 150 titles on feminism, imper- 
ialism, health care, working class 
issues, political econany, education and 
youth, movement history and culture. 
They distribute How to do Leaflets,and 
Newspapers ($3.20 postpaid) - the best 
introduction to layout and printing, 
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aimed towards organizers, available. 
Write or call for a free catalog. 

60 Union Square, Somerville, MA 02143. 
(617) 628-2450. 


NAMELESS NEWSLETTER SEEKS NAME 

The Newsletter has yet to be chris- 
tened. So far we have received no 
entries in our naming contest. First 
prize is a copy of the out-of-print 
China: Science Walks on Two Legs from 
the first SftP trip to China. So get 
your entries in now: 
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BATTELLE CONFERENCE REPORT 

Have you ever given a Science for 
the People presentation to a group of 
scientists and felt like you were trying 
to convince the State Department to 
stop aiding the Salvadorean Junta? 
Well, that's how I felt during a presen- 
tation I gave on behalf of SftP at the 
First International Conference on 
Genetic Engineering sponsored by 
Battelle Memorial Institute. Bat- 
telle gathered the molecular biolo- 
gists, lawyers, business people, and 
journalists from all over the world who 
were interested in ensuring that gene- 
tic engineering go unregulated and it 
brings them the maximm profit on 
their investments. 

During the sessions of the confer- 
ence that I attended, most of the 
speakers assured the gathering that 
genetic engineering is totally safe. 

A few government officials spoke meekly 
about the need for regulations and what 
the various government bureaucracies 
have tried to do. The only union 
representative invited to speak at the 
conference cancelled at the last minute. 

In the midst of all this self assur- 
ance, Sheldon Krimsky and I presented 
a different perspective. We had been 
invited to the conference to present 
the other side. I spoke of the need 
for broad public participation, parti- 
cularly unions and community groups, — 
in decision-making about genetic engin- 
eering. I described a recent public 











hearing on a proposal to allow a gene- 
tic engineering firm to lease an aban- 
doned hospital in the Mission Hill area 
of Boston. The people at the hearing 
expressed their outrage at business and 
science by attacking the firm and the 
scientists involved in it. What I tried 
to convey in my talk was that this anger 
is based on people's experience with 
other fields of science such a chemistry 
and nuclear physics that had promised a 
risk-free, better life when they were 
first introduced. I also mentioned the 
collusion between scientists and the 
media to stop any discussion of social 
and safety consequences of unchecked 
genetic engineering development. I 
concluded my talk by calling for local 
and national hearings on the political, 
economic and medical implications of 
genetic engineering. 

My speech was not politically 
rhetorical. Nonetheless, it was met 
with blank stares and indignant denials. 





One man responded by asserting that his 
conpany would not undertake any projects 
that were not in the public's interest! 
He didn't mention how they figure out 
what the public is interested in. 
Another man privately told me that I 
sounded like I was back in the sixties. 
I tried to politely ask him what was 
wrong with that? 

Now, looking back on the experience, 
I am glad that I spoke at the Conference. 
However, I will never participate in 
such a gathering again without the sup- 
port of other political activists. 

The conference reaffirmed for me the 
importance of united and collective SftP 
participation in scientific meetings. 
Our perspective continues to be vital 
and unique, and we must not be afraid to 
present our ideas. 

-- Terry Goldberg, SftP Magazine 

Coordinator. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR SURVIVAL 


Science for the People is experien- 
cing a serious financial crisis this summer 
(see financial report elsewhere in this 
newsletter). One of the sources of our 
financial difficulties is that the maga- 
zine is subsidized about 50% (if one in- 
cludes my salary in calculating the cost 
of the magazine) by the organization. 

We cannot continue operating under these 
conditions. Inflation, postal increases, 
rent increases, Reaganomics, etc., are 
draining our severely limited resources. 
We can no longer afford to muddle through. 
Clearly, one of the ways to keep SftP 
financially solvent is to increase the 
number of subscribers to the magazine. 


Our subscription rate is appallingly 
low. Currently, we have 1,098 indivi- 
dual subscribers, of which 893 are U. S. 
subscribers. Two hundred and thirty- 
seven libraries subscribe, 135 publi- 
cations exchange with us, and we send 
the magazine to 40 institutions free. 
About 1500 magazines get distributed 
to bookstores; however, many of these 
are returned. 


We put a huge amount of work and 
organizational energy into editing and 
producing the magazine. Yet it reaches 
pitifully few people. 


We need your help to increase the 
number of subscribers to Science for the 
People. I propose that we try to in- 
crease the number of U. S. subscribers 
from less than 1,000 to 3,000 between 
now and January, 1982. We can achieve 
this goal if we make it a priority and 
integrate subscription sales into our 
daily lives and political work. 
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Sf£tP members have begun to respond 
to our call for help. One campaign that 
members of the Boston Chapter have begun 
involves contacting every member and 
sympathizer with Boston SftP and asking 
them to get two new subscribers. In the 
last few weeks, ten people have gotten 30 
new subscribers. If each S£tP member across 
the country takes on this small, but im- 
portant task, we can easily get 1,000 new 
subscribers. The most. effective way to 
get new subscribers is through personal con- 
tact. Get everyone you know who is sympa- 
thetic to SftP or interested in our work 
to subscribe. 


Many people have responded to our call 
for help by donating money, but we need more. 


In addition, chapters and members 
have begun mobilizing around promoting the 
July/August magazine on Militarism and 
Science. We have produced over 20,000 
flyers on this magazine and either mailed 
them to people directly or gotten disarma- 
ment groups to include them in their mail- 
ings. Please help us distribute more of 
these leaflets by giving them to your local 
networks of anti-draft, anti-war and anti- 
imperialism groups. Also, place announce- 
ments about the magazine in local news- 
papers and newsletters. 


The staff has begun plans for a sub- 
scription drive in the fall. A detailed 
outline of ideas is available from the 
office. Briefly, we would like to organize 
the sub drive on several fronts. The 
first and most important place to increase 
our visibility is local campuses and can- 
munities. One of the easiest ways to reach 
local people is through literature tables, 
organizing SftP events, putting up posters, 
and placing ads in local and campus papers. 





We need your help in each of these areas. 
We have promotional material available for 
your use in any of these efforts. 


The staff has also been trying to 
increase SftP's visibility on a national 
level. We have been exchanging ads with 
other progressive publications. 
response to our request for exchange ads 
has been very positive. You can help in 
this effort. We have copies of an ad for 
you to exchange with your favorite publi- 
cation. Contact us and we will send you 
copies of the ad. 


In addition, we are trying to raise 
monev to pay for ads in major left publi- 
cations such as In These Times, The 
Progressive, Mother Jones, etc. We need 
donations for this project. A detailed 
breakdown of the cost of placing ads in 
these publications is available. 


The staff also hopes to organize 
direct mail campaigns on special issues 
of the magazine. We need your ideas and 
donations to the promotional fund to make 
this possible. 


We are undertaking a subscription 
drive to reach science libraries. We 
will be mailing a sample copy of the 
magazine to about 2,700 science libra- 
ries around the country. Go to your 
local public or college library and find 
out if they subscribe to Science for the 
People. If not, show them a copy of it, 
talk to them about it, and ask them to 
subscribe. 


In the coming month, the staff will 
be producing a subscription poster/leaf- 
let to advertise the magazine. The pro- 
motional piece will be directed toward 
scientific and technical students and 
workers. We would like to mobilize 
everyone to put these posters up around 
campuses and workplaces. 


These are just some ideas we have 
been discussing here in the National 
office. Please send us your suggestions 
and comments. And don't forget to write 
to the National Newsletter to share your 
thoughts. 


So far the 


The survival of SftP depends on its 
financial health. In the national spirit 
that we have been trying to develop 
through the National Conferences and this 
newsletter, we must unify around putting 
SEtP on a more solid financial footing. 

I think we have the commitment and abi- 
lity to do it. Let's work together. 


Terri Goldberg 





FINANCIAL REPORT 


The 2nd Quarter Finance 
Summary (March-June, 1981) 
showed a total income of $12, 
543.56 and total expenses of 
$13,852.65, resulting in a net 
deficit of $1,309.09 for the 
Quarter. Comparable figure 
for the lst Quarter were 
$15,069.72, $15,666.69 and 
($596.87) respectively. 


The decline of more than 
$2,500 in income can be almost 
entirely attributed to a $3,100 
drop in pledges and contributions 
from the previous quarter. 


Preliminary figures for July 
showed the monthly income to be 
approximately $8,000, $3,000 of 
which were pledges and contri- 
butions. The remaining income is 
attributable to magazine subsc- 
riptions and renewals, which 
some in most heavily every other 
month. Projected income for 
August is expected to be much 
lower, with $2,000-$3,000 in 
fundraising and contributions 
needed to meet our expenses. 
August will also see the beginning 
of returns on our. 22,000 piece 
promotion of the special issue on 
Science and Militarism, but only 
$200-300 is expected in return. 
For copies of the detailed 2nd 
Quarter Finance Summary, contact 
the Boston Office. 


-Phil Stone 
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MIDWEST STAFF REPORT 


I have been working on magazine pro- 
motion and general publicity: Several 
thousand flyers promoting the militarism 
and science issue have been or are soon to 
be sent out with local mailings of Inter- 
faith Council for Peace and People's Anti- 
War Mobilization. Literature tables were 
set up at the national conventions of the 
National Lawyers Guild (Detroit) and the 
Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom (Ypsilanti). 


I and the rest of the Ann Arbor 
Steering Committee plan to organize a 
meeting of Detroit people interested in 
SftP. We have a list of names accumulated 
at lit. tables by John Valentine and me 


over the past year. Madison trip is on the 


back burner. 


Anyone have any suggestions for when 
and where to have the next midwest con- 
ference? Contact me, 4318 Michigan Union, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109. 


Kathy Yih 





ANN ARBOR CHAPTER REPORT 


The women and science subgroup is pro- 
Some women 


gressing with lots of interest. 


from Detroit have been attending. We are 


currently discussing science as patriarchal 


vs. 
in our workplaces. 


We have just initiated a group to in- 
vestigate military funding on campus, in- 
spired in part by Stony Brook SftP and by 
communications from Ross Flewelling. 


The radical philosophy of science study 
group is starting up again after a lapse of 


several months. 


At least five members have made a can- 
mitment to attend the AAAS meetings and pub- 
Discussion of 
tactics, etc. has just begun. Enthusiasm is 


licize the war in El Salvador. 


high. 


Members of the FLOC Support Group and 
the New World Agriculture Group (NWAG) are 


August/September 1981 


mapping tomato fields in northwest Ohio for 
FLOC. The main preoccupation of the FLOC 
Support Group in July is the fund-raising 
Mexican Food Booth at the Ann Arbor Art Fair, 
July 22-25. 





REPORT FROM CHICAGO 


Ivan tells us that SftP people helped 
FLOC raise $1,200 at a benefit. They also 
had a visitor from India who is interested 
in corresponding with SftPers on women's 
health issues and export of drugs to the 
third world. If interested, write to her 
at: Padna Prakash 

19, June Blossom Society - 

60-A Pali Road 

Bandra 

Bombay, Indiana 400-050 


STONY BROOK CHAPTER REPORT 








Stony Brook SftP is alive and well. 
have been active on three fronts: 


We 


1. Opposition to the militarization of 
the federal government - in particular, the 
increasing damination of military research 
funding and the effect of U. S. imperialist 
adventurism on students and other members of 
the university community; 

2. Organizing and research on hazardous 
waste disposal and the serious threat to Long 
Island's ground water supply; 

3. 


of safe energy alternatives. 


With respect to (1), we wrote a 
position paper and sponsored a Forum on 
the University and the Military in April. 
It was very successful, drawing over 350 
enthusiastic, concerned students,staff 
and faculty. Follow-up teach-ins and 
other activities are planned for next 
academic year. 


With respect to (2), we are current- 
ly writing an informational leaflet about 
the toxic waste problem which will be de- 
signed to provide facts and advice to any 
community faced with a disposal dump 
problem. We hope to have SftP publish 
and distribute it. 


Joint efforts with other organizations 
science as bourgeois, as well as sexism struggling against nuclear power and in favor 


mana! 


With respect to (3), we support and Meanwhile, we successfully com- 
work with the Shoreham Opponent's Coa- pleted the study of the publication 
lition, the Campaign for Ratepayers’ "Science Against the People" by the 
Rights and the Energy Coop. Recent Berkeley SESPA. It is a book on JASON 
activity has included the presentation which is an organization where mostly 
of a conservation plan as an alterna- well-known physicists are invited by the 
tive for the completion of the Shoreham Pentagon to study the best way to win a war. 
L.I. nuke. This was part of our oppo- It explains the rationalization of the 
sition to the Long Island Lighting Com- scientists consulting for the U. S. govern- 
pany's latest record rate hike request ment (DOD) in its war projects. For an up- 
before the Public Service Commission. date and extensive information on Militarism 
A radio ad campaign has resulted in the and Science, read the last issue of SftP 
response by thousands of outraged rate- Magazine (Vol. 13, no. 4). At this moment, 


payers and the beginning of what we hope = we are trying to decide a study group topic 
will be a strong grass roots organization. 0 we can prepare for the next school year 
The Stony Brook Chapter is planning on starting in late September. We hope to 

writing a pamphlet, similar to the one they recruit new members if we have an organized 
did about Three Mile Island, but on Toxic study group ready by then. 
Chemicals. Anyone who would like to help 
can contact them. In addition to our study group, we 
managed to participate in the "demonstration" 
at the Regents Meeting in Los Angeles on 
June 19. As we mentioned in our last chap- 
ter report, the Regents were forced to post- 
pone voting on the content of the weapons 
labs contract from the last meeting on May 15 
to this meeting on June 19 due to strong 
student opposition. In this meeting, al- 
though the Regents were supposed to allow an 
hour for the public to express their opinion, 
only one person was allowed to speak for a 
total of five minutes. The permission was 
granted only after the 200 people attending 

the meeting were shouting "free speech" for 

awhile. After that, they went on with the 

: vote even though people were still chanting. 

TRVING CHAPTER REPORT At this point, people changed to screaming 
aa "Sever the tie, vote no". Obviously, the 
Regents would not vote "no" because of the 
noise, but it was so loud that they had to 
leave the room and voted in another roan. 
They voted 11-4 for. the lab tie, as expected, 






/ QUESTION * 


















Our chapter is suffering from a cri- 
sis cammon to most campus-based organi- 
zations. During the last few months, a 


few regular members have moved out of the 
southern California area. Just recently even though students fram 7 out of 8 U.C. 


: . ; am} ed "no". While they voted, the 
(from the time this report was written) campuses voted no meted oe 
annther va taable see = has ‘also left : crowd was blocked by the police from getting 


Orange County. They have been very active close to the Regents because we were told 


and important to us. None of them have that we were "disturbing the peace". No 
plans to come back and devote his/her | Die-in" was staged this year and the demon- 


: tration was relatively peaceful although 
time and energy to help our chapter = : 
struggle through as they have done so very vocal..at Times... However the only 
many times before. We will miss them speaker of the day did expose that the Regents 
very meh. TE anyone is interested in have their self-interests, refuse to listen 
helping us survive, please write SftP, sae the public, and proceed WLEh She ly on dan 
P. O. Box 4792, Irvine, CA 92716. cratic practice in deciding on whatever they 
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After the vote, none of us was too 
disappointed. There are still other ways to 
cut the tie; we just need to be more organ- 
ized and more people are needed to get in- 
volved. Please help out to stop this injus- 
tice from going on any longer. If there are 
more people raising hell everywhere, it is 
going to help. For more information about 
the weapons labs, see the July-August issue 
of SftP magazine. 


We have been too short-handed to 
sponsor any event of our own, but we did 
attend an Iranian movie "In Defense of 
People" and also a talk at Laguna Beach 
by the East Coast spokesperson for the 
El Salvadorean Democratic Revolutionary 
Front (FDR). 


please. 


Sam Ma 





ANNOUNCEMENTS : 


Feed, Need Greed update: We 
just learned of a wonderful "com- 
pliment for Feed,Need,Greed, our 
high school curriculum guide on 
food, population and resources. 
Our book is on the Moral Majority's 
"Index" in North Carolina! We're 
quite excited by our new "Status". 
For allof you in the Immoral Min- 
ority out there reading this ann- 
ouncement, BUY your forbidden 
copy NOW, for $5.50 (including 
postage) from SftP, 397 Main St., 
Cambridge, MA 02139. 


Sue Tafler and 
Connie Phillips 
Co-editors 


Ie ed fe fed ee fe ee eh ee eh ce fe fe ere fe fe 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 





The Boston Chapter has begun 
a discussion of the next National 
Conference. It is scheduled to 
occur sometime between March and 
September of 1982 on the East 
Coast. Please send suggestions.’ 
for dates and topics ‘for discu- 
ssions to the Boston Steering 


Committee, c/o SftP, 897 Main 
St., Cambridge, MA. 
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BOSTON EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE REPORT 


The Boston Chapter had begun planning 
for a special Science for the People sub- 
scription drive targeting university cam- 
puses. Planning has started for the fall 
campaign, which will be directed at as many 
as possible of the numerous Boston-area 
universities. Special literature will be 
prepared for this drive. 


Active Boston members are making an 
effort to get at least two new magazine sub- 
scribers each. So far, the effort has been 
quite successful. 


There has been a massive promotional 
mailing for the July/August "Science and 
Militarism" issue. A special flyer was sent 
to people on a number of mailing lists, 
mainly from disarmament-type groups. Organ- 
izations also received a letter describing 
the magazine and the special bulk offer for 
groups. This promotional effort, probably 
the largest ever undertaken for the magazine, 
should sell a great number of individual 
issues and bring in new subscribers as well. 


MIDWEST Sf£ftP EC PROGRESS REPORT 


We are currently considering articles on 
the following topics for the Jan-Feb general 
issue: Alternative Health Care, Agriculture 
Under U. S. Capitalism, The Controversy Over 
Biological Differences Between Men and Women 
and Job Discrimination, Uranium Mining in 
Namibia, Occupational Safety Organization in 
Quebec, The Fishermen of the Gaspe Peninsula, 
Politics of Funding for High Energy Physics 
Research, A review of Popular Science Maga- 
zines, and an Expose of Puerto Rican Birth 
Control Experiments. 


We are actively soliciting articles for 
the July-Aug. Feminist Science issue and would 
appreciate your ideas, articles and contacts 
with "women in science" groups. 


AAAS UPDATE 


The 1982 AAAS meeting will begin 
January 3, 1982 in Washington, D. C. We 
in Washington have contacted the AAAS 
requesting a room and space for a liter- 


ature table. Thus far, no response. The 
schedule for the meeting will be printed 
in the October 30th Science Magazine, 
but a preliminary program will be in the 
Magazine on September 18th. We plan to 
hold an organizing meeting here in late 
September once the schedule has come out 
to discuss which sessions to target, 
coordinate housing plans, prepare liter- 
ature to hand out, etc. Anyone who is 
planning on attending, please contact us 
soon SO we can begin to coordinate. We 
will print a more detailed piece in the 
October Newsletter with a form to return 
if you plan to attend. 


TOP ARMS CONTROL PLANNERS PASS THE BATON 


In May, the Lawrence Livermore 
nuclear weapons laboratory brought to- 
gether dislodged Carter cadre to pass the 
baton on to the new Reagan forces. It 
was billed as a forum to chart the prior- 
ities of military nuclear policy and the 
feasibility of arms control in the Rea- 
gan administration. Lawrence Livermore 
Lab is the U. S. facility at which nearly 
all nuclear weapons are designed and 
evaluated, and not surprisingly, its 
scientists lobby in Washington for 
speedy development of their newly con- 
ceived weapons systems. 


No doubt motivated by Reagan forces 
threatening to abandon SALT agreements, 
together with more recent talk of will- 
ingness to renew negotiations with the 
Soviets, Livermore conference organizers 
wanted to offer a forum for transferring 
their knowledge, and more importantly, 
to maintain their power as a central force 
in government policy. 


Opening speaker Ralph Earle, former 
Director of the Arms Control am Disarm- 
ament Agency, referred to the conference 
as a "reunion" of arms control old-timers. 
EFarle's talk on "Arms Control at the End 
of 1980" was followed by five sessions 
over two days on the topics of SALT, 
Theater Nuclear Force Restraints, Nuclear 
Test Bans, Arms Control in Space, and 
Non-proliferation Policies. A brief 


look at how the policy elites view these 
topics will tell a lot about what to 
expect in the years ahead. 


SALT: Paul Nitze was clearly the 
distinguished old gentleman of power. 
In the 1950's, Nitze led the Committee 
on the Present Danger (CPD) whose bugle 
call became McCarthyism, and whose 
justification was National Security 
Council document #68 (NSC-68), a clas- 
sified position paper written by Nitze 
naming the Soviet Union as the Red 
Menace threatening to take over the world. 
The CPD achieved its purposes, and went 
out of existence a few years after its 
creation. But it was revived later as the 
notorious "Team B" which constructed figures 
showing the Soviets outspending the U. S. 
in military armaments. CPD was re-establishe 
formally in 1975 with Nitze as its chairman. 
Nitze does see a place for negotiation with 
the Soviets, but only after the U. S. has 
established a clear nuclear superiority, 
referred to as a "deterrent". As he sees it, 
the most important short-term goal for the 
U. S. is to ensure the survivability of land- 
based missiles, and hence the perceived need 
to deploy the MX missile. 


Forced to confront U. S. leadership in 
increasing the threat of nuclear war by 
accelerated development and deployment of 
new weapons systems and threatening their 
use, Nitze tells a story of his experience 
with a German student audience critical 
of his role. "Faced with the choice be- 
tween 'Red or Dead?'," he asked the Germans, 
"which would you choose? You wouldn't want 
to be Red would you?" "No!", Nitze recounts 
their unanimous response. And they cer- 
tainly would not want to be dead. Thus 
Nitze explains, only the threat of nuclear 
war provides the credible deterrent to hold 
the Soviets at bay, and thereby saves us 
fram the unthinkable choice, "Red or Dead?". 


Following Nitze, Livermore laboratory 
staff physicist Gough Reinhardt denounced 
SALT as an experiment that has failed. Today, 
he asserts, the U. S. is less strong and 
less secure because of attempts to negotiate 
a (Faustian) bargain with the Soviets. 
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Negotiations like SALT only serve to delude 
our leaders and the nation, his reasoning 
goes, while Soviet "malevolence" goes un- 
checked. Rather, we should actively pursue 
"control by other means". Here, he means 
pulling out all stops and permitting Amer- 
ican scientific ingenuity to win the battle 
for us. While some participants at the con- 
ference clearly regarded Reinhardt as "hard 
core", his selection as an expert panel mem- 
ber points to the clout of scientists with 
his views. 


Theater Nuclear Forces: By all esti- 
mates, the issue of Theater Nuclear Forces 
(TNF) poses the toughest challenges to U. S. 
nuclear hegemony. Many NATO countries be- 
lieve the U. S. has blundered in its TNF 
policies, and there is growing concern that 


German, French, and British political 
activism on the left threatens to dis- 
rupt "The Alliance". A french arms 
control representative, Pierre 
Lellouche, referred to the TNF issues as 
"a complete political disaster" for 

the U. S. in Europe. While David Aaron, 
former Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security, referred to Euro- 
pean activism as "weakness in their 
internal politics". TNF will be one of 
the toughest issues ahead for the Rea- 
gan Administration, and it may be 
forced upon the U.S. as early as this 
fall. 


TNF planning extends well beyond 
Europe. John Woodworth, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, pointed 
out that TNF includes mobile systems 
and emphasized that arenas other than 
Europe must be seriously thought about, 
particularly since the U.S. has "world- 
wide interests to protect". Lellouche 
could not help but point out that TNF 
is not an arms control issue, rather it 
is an issue of Cold War diplomacy. 


Nuclear Test Ban: Herbert York, 
Professor of Physics at the University 
of California at San Diego and former 
U. S. Ambassador to Comprehensive Test 
Ban Negotiations, led what can only 
be described as a limp discussion of 
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a possible nuclear test ban. Viewing 
a test ban as the only viable long- 
range control of the arms race, York, 
as the leading proponent of a test ban, 
had no trouble announcing, "There is 
not going to be a comprehensive test 
ban". 


Arms Race in Space: An entirely 
new arms race, in space, is the next 
frontier for strategic and tactical 
military possibilities. The space 
arena is essential to U. S. military 
operations: .aS a platform for world- 
wide, high-capacity communications, 
for surveillance and reconnaissance, 
and for weather, navigation, and 
guidance information and control. 

In the view of Michael May, Associate 
Director of the Lawrence Livermore 
laboratory, space satellites are the 
weakest link in U. S. "deterrence". 
Ground transmitting stations are 
especially vulnerable and will need 


to be protected or proliferated in order to 
secure their effectiveness. \ 

May sees no productive outcomé ‘to an 
arms race in space; anti-satellite systems 
are too costly and there is minimal stra- 
tegic advantage to be gained from space- 
based systems in the forseeable future. Even 
the Space Shuttle was seen to be of minimal 
military use. . (However, the possibility 
of U. S. personnel in space could possibly 
serve as the ultimate deterrent - if aU. S. 
citizen were harmed or threatened by the 
Soviets, as one person said, "No one is 
going to sit around and read the fine print 
on formal agreements.") 


Precisely because it is the communi- 
cations and information collecting function 
of satellites which is crucial, and not 
actual weapons deployment, many at the 
conference concluded that US-USSR space 
agreements were imminently possible. 


Nuclear Proliferation: For the U. S., 
controlling nuclear proliferation means con- 
trolling others from acquiring nuclear wea- 
pons, thereby preserving U. S. nuclear 
dominance. Joseph Nye, just stepping down 


from power as the former Deputy to Under 
Secretary of Security Assistance, Science 
and Technology in the Department of State, 
was especially candid about the real pur- 
poses of U. S. non-proliferation policies. 
Nearly all agreed that the U. S. was suc- 
cessful in slowing the rate of proliferation 
by establishing a "regime in our interests" 
in which we were able to "take a national 
priority (non-proliferation) and raise it 
to the level of a world principle." Thus 
the Atoms for Peace program allowed for 

U. S. inspection of other countries’ 
nuclear programs, insuring that they would 
not develop a nuclear military capability. 
The U. S. was also successful in getting 
world governments involved in a Fuel Cycle 
Evaluation program which "was not a tech- 
nical issue; but by discussing it in tech- 
nical terms we got a roomful of represen- 
tatives from countries around the world 
discussing our program - which was really 
non-proliferation." Thus many countries 
became convinced that nuclear power was not 
in their own best interests. 


One Reagan.man, James Malone from the 
State Department, did present some of the 
new Administration's policies to be unveiled 


in the coming months. While agreeing with 
most all of Nye's perspectives, he empha- 
sized one new point repeatedly, "We are 
committed to a long-term policy of ex- 
pedient use of nuclear power." 


To close the conference, Herman 
Kahn spoke about the world in the year 
2000. Kahn is most proficient at eulo- 
gizing himself and he can on occasion say 
what others are too restrained to speak. 
"You know," reflects Kahn, "this confer- 
ence really is like a high school re- 
union. We're running the same confer- 
ence we ran ten years ago. This is the 
top nuclear arms policy group you can 
get...[and] It's just not good enough." 


Ross Flewelling 


This newsletter was edited by Scott 
Schneider and Miriam Struck, produced 
by Terri Goldberg and typed by 
Andrea Odell. 


Deadline for the October Newsletter is: 
September 15. Please mail contributions to 
Scott Schneider and Miriam Struck, 1851 
Columbia Road, N.W., #109, Wash., D.C. 20009. 
All contributions are welcome. 
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AAAS 1982 


The 1982 AAAS is just around the corner: The September 18th issue of Science 
printed the Preliminary program and it looks like an exciting time. Highlights of 
this year's schedule include: 


* Reflections on the Recombinant DNA Controversy (1/5) 

* Applications on Genetic Engineering to Agriculture (1/8) 

* Sexual Differentiation: Brain and Behavior (1/6) 

* The Functions and Management of Aggression and Cooperation in) 
Biocultural Evolution (Garrett Hardin, 1/7) 

Mutualism: New Ecological Theories (Doug Boucher, SftP, 1/5) 

Commercial Genetic Engineering (Sheldon Krimsky, 1/6) 

Political Ecology of Food (1/6) 

Torture, Medical Practice, and Medical Ethics (1/8) 

Aspects of Mathematical Performance by Males and Females (1/5) 

Appropriate Technology (Phil Bereano, SftP, 1/4) 

Subjective Science? (1/6) 

The Politics of Science and the Role of Strategic Planning (1/4) 

Who Controls Scientific Data? (1/5) 

The Biological and Health Effects of the Nuclear Industry 
and Nuclear Weapons (1/4) 

Chemical and Biological Warfare (1/5) 

Scientists and the Arms Race (1/7) 

The Potential of Space: Developing Science and Applications 
Policies (1/6) 

Fusion Energy: Science and Policy (1/7) 
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As you can see, there is something for everyone. Over 200 symposia and lectures 
in six days, January 3-8, 1982. The meeting will be in Washington, D. C. at the 
Washington and Capital Hiltons. Washington is only five hours from New York City and 
ten hours from Ann Arbor and Boston, so we expect a large turnout! Please contact 
us by November 30th so we can try and arrange spaces for everyone to stay overnight. 
Also once we know who is coming and what their preferences are for symposia to attend 
and target, we can coordinate plans. Also, we can set up a schedule for staffing the 
literature tables. AAAS has already agreed to let us have a literature table ata 
location to be arranged later and a meeting room for one day and for one or two 
evenings. Fill in the form below and send it to us immediately. Join in the fun. 


Come to AAAS! 
See reverse side for details 


Name 





Address 








Telephone Number: ( ) 


I will be at AAAS on the following days 
January 3 4 5 





(circle all that apply): 


7 8, 1982. 


I will need a place to stay on the following nights: 


January 2 3 4 


I plan on attending = following symposia 


listings): 


6 7 8 9, 1982. 


(Check Sept. 18 Science for complete 








My chapter will be preparing literature to hand out on the following topics: 


Return this form by November 30, 1981 to: 


Miriam Struck and Scott Schneider 
1851 Columbia Road, N. W., #109 
Washington, D.C. 20009 


IN REVIEWING THE BUDGET, SIRE, 
I FIND YOU HAVE ALLOCATED 
BILLIONS FOR DEFENSE AND 
NOT ONE CENT FOR THE POOR 


epf 





NEW STAFF PERSON HIRED IN BOSTON 


Faye Brown began in August as a 
new Staff person for SftP. Below is 
a short biography and her thoughts on 
starting her new job. 


",..worked with Fair Share doing 
research and community organizing as a 
college intern, was also active with 
the Worcester Committee against Regis- 
tration and the Draft. Left for South 
Dakota last summer where I worked with 
the Black Hills Alliance in planning 
for the International Survival Gather- 
ing. I was their assistant bookkeeper. 
I grew up in Boston, and now I'm back 
here, glad to be working with SftP. 

One of my major interests is in occupa- 
tional safety and health...Also uranium 
mining on Indian lands...I am alsoa 
member of the Dollars and Sense maga- 
Zine collective 








.flow patterns. 





WHEN THE 
REBELLION Cames, 


WHATS THE 
EXPLANATION 


Enis THe 


"I'd like to talk about Science 
for the People, and let you know some of 
what I'd like to accomplish as part of 
the staff. 


"First of all, I'm really excited 
to be working with Science for the 
People. I have lots of promotion and 
fundraising ideas (if you have any 
please let me know). But what I first 
hope to accomplish is to get a grasp on 
our money flow and set up a budget for 
ourselves. I particularly hope to get 
a firm handle on our bi-monthly cash 
This way, we'll be able 
to plan for "low" periods and set up 
small fundraising events at those times, 
like when the renewals peter out. Having 
a budget that projects into the future 
will also help us make important pro- 
motional and organizational decisions, 
because we'll know how much money we 
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need to raise on a monthly, bi-yearly 
and yearly basis. When questions come 
up about raising the subscription rate, 
we'll have some numbers to turn to for 
advice. 


"In the meantime, I'd like to get 
your advice and feedback. Please let 
me know what you think of the budget 
concept -- or what you think about 
any potential fundraising projects. 
Some projects are in the planning here, 
but I'll keep those till the next 
newsletter.... 


"T look forward to our working 
together, and hope I will get a 
chance to meet or talk with many of 
you soon." 


In Struggle, 


Faye Brown 


MIDWEST STAFF REPORT 


In addition to the usual (bake 
sale organizing, pushing subscriptions, 
answering the correspondence, and 
generally holding the for), I've been 
getting involved in planning the All 
People's Congress (in Detroit, October 
16-18) and organizing the upcoming 
Midwest Regional Meeting in Chicago, 
November 7-8 (see announcement, p. 4 ). 


Kathy 


ST. LOUIS CHAPTER REPORT 


Our major activity is still the 
Campbell's and Libby's boycott. 
In early August we had people fran 
FLOC in town and they got a lot of 
press. We also had a fund-raiser 
which was fun, but didn't raise much 
money. Since then we have concentrated 
on presentations to groups; ie, schools, 
churches, and labor unions. Our best 
response was fram the UAW, which had 
us give a presentation to the regional 
UAW-CAP (Community Action Program) 
convention. 
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We're also happy to have a new 
member, Ann O'Donnell. Ann is going 
to concentrate on publicizing SftP 
and plans to do some investigative 
reporting for the magazine. 





ANN ARBOR CHAPTER REPORT 


The chapter was revitalized by 
the shot of new people from the July 
Art Fair literature table and other 
sources. We are starting two new 
sub-groups on military funding on can- 
pus and on health care. 


The Feminists-in-Science group had 
its first fall meeting recently. We 
decided to alternate meetings for m- 
tual support with meetings for dis- 
cussing readings and theory. We expect 
a sub-group of us to eventually form 
the editorial collective for the 
Summer 1982 issue on feminism and 
science - already several women have 
expressed a lot of interest. » 


The FLOC Support Group has burgeoned 
over the summer - new people, fresh 
ideas, more energy for fund-raising and 
publicity. We mapped some tomato fields 
and labor camps in southeastern Michi- 
gan for FLOC, since the canneries are 
roving to other states, including 
Michigan, for tomatoes and FLOC wants 
to start organizing in same of these 
new areas. In September we're having 
a three-day bake sale, three showings 
of "Machines, Migrants, and Monopolies", 
and a benefit concert. 


Lately, the chapter relies on lit. 
tables and personal contacts to get 
people involved. Massive outreach 
efforts were disappointing a couple of 
years back but maybe it's time to try 
again, with some new tactics. 


CHICAGO CHAPTER REPORT 


Ivan reports that the chapter may 
be meeting again soon. FLOC-support 
efforts are going well. Chicago sent 
20 people and a van full of food and 


clothes to the strike rally in Leip- 
sic, Ohio on August 23. $725 was 
collected for the strike fund at the 
send-off rally in Chicago -- ona 
Saturday at 9 am! 


MIDWEST REGIONAL MEETING 


November 7-8, 1981 in Chicago. 
Send all agenda ideas and other 
suggestions to: 


Kathy Yih 

Science for the People 
4318 Michigan Union 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 


‘FAST BAY CHAPTER REPORT 


Following our work on the "Mili- 
tarism and Science" issue of the maga- 
zine, we have been active in distributing 
and promoting the magazine at rallies, 
local meetings and in bookstores. We 
have been quite invigorated by the very 
positive reception of the magazine. 


Of special importance, organiza- 
tions and individuals who worked with 
us on the militarism issue have 

stayed in contact and a continuing 
relationship has developed, as when we 
recently joined with the UC Weapons 
Labs Conversion Project in organizing 
a local demonstration against the 
neutron bomb decision. 


The chapter has been going 
through some major personnel changes 
this summer. Long-time member Jim 
Tobias is moving to New Jersey (and 
hopefully to start the first N. J. 
chapter) and Adrianne Aron will prob- 
ably not be working with the chapter as 
much. However, we should be going 
strong with several new people join- 
ing the chapter, including Steve Nadel 
who is moving up from San Jose to the 
Berkeley area. 


Reluctantly, part of the chapter 
is moving back onto the Berkeley campus 
in order to organize around militarism 








issues. In the last few years we have 
noticed that nuclear weapons issues 
alone have been weak in sparking 
scientific activism, consequently we 
are focusing on militarism on campus 
as a tactic to reveal the militaristic 
and imperialist nature of the U. S. 
and the role science and technology 
play in it. We have already initiated 
a new Committee on the University and 
the Military and have completed research 





revealing the extent of DOD funding 
throughout the campus and throughout 

the UC system. This work will be distri- 
buted to new students as part of a 
"Disorientation" pamphlet in the fall. 
We are now investigating job recruit- 
ment by the military and by military 
industries and we are raising the con- 
tradictions of campus research funded 
by AID (Agency for International 
Development) with its possible CIA links 
(e.g., "good liberal" faculty members 
sponsored training workshops this sum- 
mer with AID money for mayors of Philip- 
pine dictator Marcos as part of a mass 
research program entitled, "Managing 
Decentralization"). 


Other members of the chapter are 
investigating the U. S. use of bio- 
logical agents against Cuba (Castro 
launched a new condemnation of the U. S. 
on this in July). And there is con- 
tinuing interest in investigating the 
history and renewal of CIA mind con- 
trol studies. 
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Sixty universities received over a million dollars each last year from the 
Department of Defense. Below is a list of the top dozen, receiving over $8 
million each. A complete list will be published this month in the Internal 
Discussion Bulletin (IDB). We should also note some of the top winners in terms 
of increases: 


Harvard - 245% increase to $4.9 million; 
Georgetown University - 261% increase to $1.8 million; 
Washington University - 597% increase to $1 million. 


(Note: The IDB will also contain a breakdown by department for UC Berkeley.) These 
figures were sent in by the East Bay Chapter. 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS RECEIVING PRIME CONTRACT 
AWARDS OVER $10,000 FOR RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND EVALUATION 
FISCAL YEAR 1980 (Source: DOD) 
1979 __ 1980 % Change 
1. Johns Hopkins University $155,801, 000 $163,327,000 4.8 
2. Massachusetts Inst. of Technol. 123,724,000 154,564,000 24.9 
3. University of California 24,159,000 - 29,679,000 22.8 
4. Illinois Institute of Technol. 23,442,000 26,319,000 12.3 
5. Stanford University 10,094,000 18,068,000 79.0 
6. University of Texas 15,072,000 15,772,000 4.6 
7. University of Rochester 12,842,000 15,480,000 20.5 
8. University of Dayton 13,564,000 13,859,000 2.2 
9. Pennsylvania State University 14,562,000 12,226,000 -16.0 
10. University of Southern Calif. 11,872,000 10,260,000 -13.6 
ll. University of Washington 8,717,000 10,069,000 15.5 
12. University of Alaska 9,338,000 8,119,000 -13.1 
POSTSCRIPT: Just as the DOD is increasing its role in funding University research, 


industry is being encouraged to take a larger role. 


Times, 





In an article in the New York 
(September 27, 1981, p. F2) the President of MIT, Paul E. Gray said "... 


the possibility of Government research spending cuts, it would seem prudent for 

universities and the nation to seek alternative sources of support, and to achieve 
a better balance of support by reinvigorating a research relationship with industry... 
these relations can be healthy, mutually beneficial and can powerfully serve the 
They should be encouraged and expanded." 


national interest. 


\ \ 
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BUTTONS, BUTTONS 


Science for the People buttons 
are now available from the National 
Office. They are black and white and 
say Science for the People with the 
fist and flask logo. Order your but- 
tons today and wear them proudly!! 
They cost 60¢. Order them for your 
friends and co-workers by dropping us 
a note with payment. 


=09 Science 
: X for the 
People 


POSTERS, POSTERS 





Science for the People magazine 
poster/leaflets are now available from 
the National Office. They are 8-1/2" x 
14" and are great for putting up 
around campus, food coops, bookstores 
and your favorite hang-outs. Write to 
the National Office and ask us to send 
you the poster. These posters are part 
of our effort to increase our visibility 
and the number of members and subscri- 
bers to the magazine. 


FEED, NEED GREED 


The new Feed, Need Greed flyer is 
now available fran the National Office. 
We have gotten a great response to the 
book and we hope that, with your help, 
we can circulate the leaflet and get . 
more people to buy the book. If you 
are participating in the World Food 
Day or just know people who might be 
interested in the book, write us and 
we'll send you leaflets. 


“990i 
Hs 





FLOC ORGANIZERS NEEDED 


The Farm Labor Organizing Conmit-— 
tee (FLOC), a union of midwest farm- 
workers, seeks staff persons to work 
full-time on the Campbell Soup/Libby 
Boycott in major cities beginning in 
October, 1981. Training provided. 
Salary based on need (negotiable). Send 
resume to Ray Santiago, FLOC, 714-1/2 
So. St. Clair Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 
43609; Phone (419) 243-3456. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Anyone interested in partici- 
pating in a conference on National 
Security issues at the University of 
Oregon, February 25-27, contact David 
Isenberg at ASUU Executive Office, 
Suite 4, Ground Floor EWU, University 
of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, 97403. The 
topics will include, History of 
National Security Strategy, Economics 
of Military Spending, Military Man- 
power, and Nuclear War Deterrence. 
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This Newsletter was edited and campiled 
by Scott Schneider and Miriam Struck, 
produced by Terri Goldberg and typed 
by Andrea Odell. 


DEADLINE for the December Newsletter 
is NOVEMBER 15th. Please send all 
material to Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, 1851 Columbia Road, N. W., 
#109, Washington, D. C. 20009. 


October/November 1981 
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MIDWEST EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE REPORT 


The Midwest Editorial Collective 
is working on the January, 1982 issue. 
Tt will be a general issue with 
articles on: Alternative Health Care; 
Myths About Occupational Health and 
Safety; and the Economics of Capital- 
ist Agriculture. We are also coor- 
dinating the activities of a local 
group of SftP pranksters preparing a 
satire of Science magazine to be 
distributed at the AAAS meeting. 


IDB #18 


The 18th Internal Discussion 
Bulletin is due out next month. Mater- 
ial for it is due by October 15th. 
Please send it to Peter Downs (his 
address is in the back of the magazine 
under St. Louis). 
buted to all chapters so contact your 
local chapter for a copy to keep up on 


all the hot debates in the organization. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCING 


Science for the People's Third 
National Conference will be between 
March and September next year "some- 
where in the East". Ideas on where, 
when and what should be discussed are 
welcome. Please send then to the Bos- 
ton Steering Committee. We hope to see 
you all there! 


MAGAZINE PROMOTION 


Your generous support helped us 


make it through the summer, financially. 


We are looking forward to a success- 
ful Fall and Winter. One of the rea- 
sons we were able to overcome our 
financial problems this summer was 
that we increased the number of indi- 
vidual subscribers by over 200. This 
increase in subscriptions really made 
the difference. I hope that this will 
begin a trend of continued growth. 
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Copies will be distri- 





The response to the Militarism 
issue has been overwhelming. Our 


promotional efforts around that special 


issue appear to be very successful. 


Despite the successes of the 
summer and our continued optimism, 
we still need your active support. We 
still barely pay for the printing of 
the magazine in time for the next issue 
and we need to raise more money in 
order to continue promoting the maga- 
zine. 


‘The National Office has the re- 
sources to help people solicit sub- 
scribers. Contact us for ideas and 
resources today. 


GIVE A HOLIDAY GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


Give a subscription to Science 
for the People to your friends and 
family for the Holidays!! The maga- 
zine is great reading and can stim- 
ulate lively discussions. For the 
Holiday Season only, we will accept 
orders for gift subscriptions ata 
reduced price of $8. We'll also 
send a back issue of your choice 
with every gift sub. Send us the 
names of the people you want to give 
a subscription to with payment ard 
we'll send out a card announcing your 
gift. Do it right away! 


SCIENCE AND THE ATTACK ON WOMEN 


The staff recently completed a 
leaflet on the recent issue of the 
magazine. The leaflet includes a 
listing of all the articles on women, 
health care and science that have ap- 
peared in the magazine in the last 
five years. This flyer is great for 
leaving at women's centers and giving 
to your favorite women's studies 
class or teacher. We will send you 
a bunch of leaflets if you will pass 
them around. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


We have begun a major revision 
of Our Bodies, Ourselves. We need 
your help to make it speak to and for 
as many women as possible. 


In addition to sections on repro- 
ductive issues, taking care of our- 
selves, sexuality and relationships, 
violence against women, and health and 
medical care, we plan to add sections 
about women in the workplace, environ- 
mental hazards, reproductive technology, 
alternative forms of health care, and 
growing older. We will be making 
stronger distinctions between health 
care and medical care. Throughout the 
book we want to include more exper- 
iences from women of color, women with 
disabilities, midlife and older women. 


Science for the People 
897 MAIN STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
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CASH on CHARGE? 





Your written contributions 
will help shape our understanding 
of what needs to be in the book. 
Please send us experiences in any 
of the above areas that have affec- 
ted you deeply, changed you, helped 
you, angered you. 


Contact: Boston Women's 
Health Collective, Box 192, 
W. Somerville, MA 02144. 
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VOLUME I, NUMBER 6. DECEMBER, 1981 - JANUARY, 1982. 
PARTIAL REPORT ON MIDWEST CONF. We agree with the sug- 
gestion that the Nat. Conf. 
On Sat. afternoon we dis- should be Memorial Day Wknd. 
cussed magazine editing and on the East Coast. 
promotion, the Jan. AAAS meet- : 
ings in D.C., SftP activities We suggest the agenda include: 


‘and the National Conference. 
The minutes of the discussions 
will appear in the next Discu- 
ssion Bulletin. Here we will 
only report on the resolutions 
regarding the AAAS meetings 
and the National Conference. 


Magazine Distribution, 
Magazine Editing-more articles 
from and about current work/ 
community struggles 
Picketline for FLOC 

Workshops by people involved 
in particular struggles: 


AAAS: We should concen- -FLOC 


i -NWAG 
trate on one symposium a day. ; j 
At that symposium we should -occupational safety and 
hand-out copies of relevant health 
articles from SftP and leaf- -~Central America 
-Militarism 


lets similar to the statement/ 
refutation ones we used to dis- 
tribute on sociobiology. We 


-Physical Therapy-Rights of 
the Disabled 


should go into the session with Whither SftP? : 
prepared questions and try to tactics, strategy, functions. 
set the tone of the question To accomodate the greater 
period. If possible everyone volume of discussion that nor- 
going to the meetings (at mally precedes a National Conf., 
least two people from the the Discussion Bulletin will 
Midwest are going) should get come out at the end of Jan. and 
together the night before the end of March. All contri- 
for a strategy meeting, which butions should be sent to Peter 
the D.C. members should Downs, 4127 Shenandoah, St. 
take the lead in organizing. Louis, MO 63110. 


AAAS 


——— 


The 1982 AAAS meeting will be held January 3-8 in Washington, D. C. There’ 


are lots of exciting and controversial sessions including ones on nuclear war, 
recombinant DNA, sex roles and math ability, toxic substance control. We urge you 
to come and help out the SftP effort. RSVP: 202-387-0173(H) or 202-546-6206, ext. 
319(W). Call today and join us! 
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MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE REPORT 


The Midwest Regional was held 
November 7-8 in Chicago. The fol- 
lowing are exerpts from the discus- 
sion as relayed to us by John Valen- 
tine: 


The discussion focused on "where 
SftP is going". It was suggested that 
that should be dictated by "the groups 
we want to help". John pointed to 
the education package he helped put 
together for UAW Local 600 on auto- 
mation at their request. Rather than 
charting our own independent course 
"picking magazine topics and arti- 
cle subjects according to our own 
curiosities, we should appeal to 
unions and organizations of the 
oppressed (militant caucuses of 
unions and political organizations, 
for sure) to find out, 1. what 
areas or topics would make useful 
articles for their struggles, 2. 
what economic and political demands 
they want to see come out of this, 
and 3. what back-up functions we 
could do, like making leaflets, 
giving talks." This way we could 
be more aligned with the needs of our 
"constituency". Presently "we talk 
to each other and our subscribers 
know it". 


It was suggested that as 
intellectuals we have expertise in 
reading and organizing ideas and 
writing them down and could use 
those skills to aid in the struggles 
of workers. John will later expand 
his critique/analysis and discuss 
in depth his experiment with Local 
600. He feels that "a closer rela- 
tionship with the people we want to 
support needs to be started self- 
consciously but would soon snowball. 
Alliances and articles (would came) 
out of our direct interaction. It 
would also help magazine sales and 
chapter building by giving us a sense 
of focus and purpose." 


John Valentine 


ANN ARBOR CHAPTER REPORT 


Our monthly general potluck- 
meetings are well attended when 
we keep business to a minimun-- 
25-25 people have been showing 
up this fall. At our last one, 
we discussed SftP's role in doing 
science for/with workers and 
unions, a topic which was also 
on the agenda at the Midwest 
Regional Conference. We also 
took good impromptu advantage of 
a homecoming parade (that's 
right) that’ was passing by-- 
Brian Schultz donned our giant 
Campbell's Cream of Exploitation 
Soup can and joined the parade 
with SftP's escorts. 


At various times about 7 
people from AA have made a com- 
mitment to attend AAAS. 


The Latin American Solidar- 
ity Committee now shares the 
office with us and the FLOC Sup- 
port Group. 


The FLOC Support Group 
continues the apparently end- 
less task of fund-raising and 
publicizing FLOC's cause, the 
strike and boycott. We get a 
lot done but at the cost of 
self-overkill, especially with 
other commitments encroaching 
on us. Cruz Phillips and Hugh 
McGuinnes will organize the 
boycott in LA as of Jan. 1982. 


A Sf£tP member has been 
organizing in the School of 
Public Health, making use of 
SftP articles on health care. 
There's a lot of interest, but 
whatever group forms will not 
necessarily affiliate with SftP. 


The women/feminists-in- 
science group has had recent 
discussions about individualisn, 
hierarchy, * collective work, and 
how sexism enters into all of 
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those. An editorial collective 
(for the July/August issue on 
women and science) is coalescing. 


The philisophy of science 
group is pulling itself together, 
and was reading Habermas at last 
report. 


The militarism group con- 
tinues, as does militarism, but 
there's not report. 
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TALLAHASSEE CHAPTER REPORT 


We are working hard for the 
"Science's Racism" issue of SftP. 
We have made mail-outs to progres- 
Sive Black groups and individuals, 
asking them to send contributions 
for that issue. Presently we are 
computerizing the mailing list of the 
National Anti-Klan Network (Atlanta, 
GA). For this service they have 
agreed to let SftP do a pramotional 
mailing via their list of 2500 sup- 
porters. 





We are doing computer consulting 
for KLANWATCH (Montgomery, AL) so 
they will be able to computerize 
their operation. 


Recently we canpiled a mailing 
list that was used to notify progres- 
sive organizations in the Southeast 
about an upcoming conference by the 
Haitian Refugee Center (Miami, FL). 
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While attending a local Black 
event we made contact with Mr. Alem 
Mezgebe, senior editor of New 
African (London, England). We ex- 
changed resource information about 
science in Africa, the results of 
which will soon be reflected in 
the Resources column of SftP. 


Bob Broedel 


BAY ARFA CHAPTER REPORT 


After a summer of relative 
inaction, the Bay Area chapter is 
gearing up again. 


We have organized into two 
broad (and not mutually exclusive) 
interest groups: Militarism, and 
Health/Nutrition. These groups will 
work semi-independently on projects 
of mutual interest. Already under 
discussion/development: more research 
on DOD involvement on campus amd bio- 
logical warfare. 


We will sponsor one cammnunity 
oriented project a month. The hope is 
to make SftP more visible and pro- 
vide a dose of activism into our 
Otherwise academic-type projects. 

Our first event will be a forum on 
Militarism and Health care, with 
speakers from two local groups, en- 
phasizing both national and local as- 
pects. Next we will have a program 
on science and health care in Vietnam 
and Kampuchea, featuring a slide show 
by a Bay Area Dentist who recently 
accompanied a shipment of medical sup- 
plies and books (some of which were 
contributed by SftP) to Indochina. 


Our chapter is also looking for 
a regular meeting place. We feel that 
it should be non-residential and off- 
campus. We hope this will help occa- 
sional meeting-goers to keep in touch. 


Ellen Bulf 





STONYBROOK CHAPTER REPORT 


Stonybrook SftP has been having 
monthly general meetings since Sep- 
tember. We have about a dozen mem- 
bers. Three subgroups have formed: 

-Toxic Wastes 

-The University and the Military 

-Nestle boycott. 


The Toxic wastes group is in the 
final stage of writing a pamphlet de- 
signed to help local groups that want 
to organize in response to the dis- 
covery of a problem in their neigh- 
borhoods. We plan to distribute the 
pamphlet through Sf£tP chapters and 
other progressive organizations. 

Any ideas for fund raising, distri- 
bution or other input would be warmly 
received. 


The University and the Military 
group is researching the extent of 
present military research funding at 
Stonybrook and the outlook for the 
future. We plan to raise conscious- 
ness about this issue through distribu- 
tion of written material, forums, 
and perhaps a teach-in. We participated 
in a demonstration a few weeks ago in 
response to a seminar given by a U. S. 
Army chemical warfare research officer 
who had been invited by the Chemistry 
Department. 


The Nestle boycott group has just 
held its first meeting and is hoping 
to revive local interest in that issue 
after a one and a half year hiatus. 


REPORT FROM THE BOSTON SOCIOBIOLOGY 
STUDY GROUP 


The group held a retreat on Cape Cod 
for a weekend in August. We read and dis 
cussed books by Marshall Sahlins, Nancy 
Chodorow and Michel Foucault. A sub- 
group is working on articles on the 
"Women and Math" issue for The Science 
Teacher and for a more popular maga- 
zine. We have just received a $3,000 
grant to develop a slide show for high 
school and college classrooms on "Bio- 


logical Determinism". This will be the 
major activity of the group over the next 
several months. Each member is taking 
responsibility for a different topic, 
finding graphics and other materials. 





OH! THAT EXPLAINS THE 


DIFFERENCE IN OUR 
SALARIES. 


REPORT ON FUND RAISING IN. THE BOSTON 
CHAPTER 


Over the last several months, 
the financial crisis has led toa 
flurry of activity in the Boston 
Chapter. What follows is a list of 
fund-raising activities: 


1. Increasing magazine subscrip- 
tions. Approximately 23,000 flyers 
were sent out on the "Science and 
Militarism" issue of the magazine. 
These were sent either by us or in 
mailings of other groups to various 
anti-militarist groups, including 
anti-nuke groups, CISPES and Mobili- 
zation for Survival. Individuals 
in the Boston chapter personally 
obtained from friends, acquaintances 
and relatives approximately 40 new 


subscriptions. The result of these 
efforts has been that the issue of the 
Magazine was sold out and our subscrip- 
tions increased by 200. We have just 
sent out several thousand flyers to 
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lists, including women's studies 
teachers, The Radical Teacher mailing 
list and various women's health groups. 
We all must keep up the effort to increase 
subscripations! 


2. Yard sales. Two yard sales in 
the summer and October have netted 
Science for the People about $1,200. 





3. SftP party. A party at Connie 
and Ray's house at $4-5 a ticket raised 
$500. 


4. A plea to members for donations 
during the summer yielded about $3,000. 





5. We have instituted a local 
speakers' bureau with 9 speakers. These 
are about to be sent out to student 
bodies at local colleges and universities 
and to other groups including women's 
groups. 
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PROMOTE OR PERISH 


I have been told by many people 
that SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE is an ex- 
cellent magazine. Those same people can 
hardly believe it when I tell them how 
small our circulation is. They ask me 
why it is so low and what we can do 
about it. 

This brief article will explain 
why I think SftP's circulation is so 
pitiful, describe what we have done 
recently to increase circulation and 
propose one way to double it. 


In the past, S£tP has put rela- 
tively few financial, staff and mem- 
bership resources into promoting the 
magazine. When I started working 
here over two years ago, we spent 
virtually no money on promotion. We 
organized literature tables, attended 
conferences, occasionally produced a 
leaflet.on a special issue, rarely 
exchanged ads with other publications 
and not much else. Yet, we discussed 
promotion all the time, but we never 
took it seriously enough to make it 
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a Major priority. Without an ongoing 
concerted promotional effort, few peo- 
ple heard about SftP and even fewer 
subscribed. Thus, since at least 1975, 
our circulation has not increased. 





During the past year, the organ- 
ization has made some changes in the 
role of the staff. We were encouraged 
to take magazine promotion and fund- 
raising more seriously and devote a 
larger portion of our energy to these 
activities. Some of the projects 
that we have undertaken include pro- 
ducing numerous promotional leaflets, 
posters and pamphlets, exchanging ads 
with other left publications, buying 
ads in other publications, improving 
the cover and other features of the 
magazine, seeking more bookstore dis- 
tributors and doing several direct 
mail campaigns. The direct mail 
campaigns have produced the most 
tangible results, but the other pro- 
jects have helped increase our visi- 
bility. 


The most recent direct mail cam- 
paign, for which we have some results, 
was the "Science am Militarism" 
Mailings. We produced 24,000 leaf- 
lets and sent most of them out through 
disarmament organizations and networks. 
We have gotten well over 240 responses, 
however, most of them were orders for 
single copies of that issue. We are 
doing follow-up mailings to the peo- 
ple who ordered single copies urging 
them to subscribe. We have sold-out 


of the issue and recently ordered 
another 1,000 copies to fill the on- 
going demand. We consider this cam: 
paign successful, 


The returns from the two most 
recent mailings — 3,000 sample copies 
of the magazine sent to college and 
university libraries and 3,000 copies 
of the flyer on "Science and the Attack 
on Women" sent to women's studies 
teachers, women's health groups and 
Radical Teacher's mailing list - are 
not yet in. 
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Currently, we are working on a 
leaflet on the recent "Wrestling With 
Automation" issue to send to labor organ- 
izations, occupational safety and health 
groups and labor studies departments. 

We are also distributing our 11" x 17" 
poster to campuses, food coops, women's 
centers, etc. 


If you would like to get any of 
the above mentioned promotional mater- 
ial for distribution in your local area, 
please write us. 


All of these mailings were de- 
signed to reach specific constituencies 
and inform them of our existence and 
resources. We hope to interest them 
in subscribing to SftP on a regular 
basis. I think that these projects 
will probably increase our overall cir- 
culation by between 300-500 subscribers. 
This is a good start, but it is not 
enough. 


The staff has been discussing 
additional promotion ideas. We have 
come to the conclusion that large direct 
mail campaigns are the best way to in- 
crease SftP's circulation. We have been 
discussing the idea of doing mailings 
of 50,000 - 100,000 pieces of general 
promotional material on a yearly basis 
with members of the Boston Magazine 
Committee and others. We have begun to 
investigate the costs of such large 
direct mailings. We think that we need 
to raise or borrow $10,000 - $15,000. 

We would like to do a mailing in the 
Fall of 1982. It will probably take us 
between now and then to raise the $$ and 
develop the mailing. If we did a 100,000 
piece mailing, we could expect to get 
about 1,000 new subscribers, if it 

were successful. If we get that kind 

of a return, we would make back the 

cost of the campaign. 


We would like to get your thoughts, 
ideas and feelings about this pro- 
posal. The staff is prepared to make 
this project one of its top priorities, 
but we need your support and input. 


One last thought -- while all of 
this promotion discussion seems to be 
lacking in political content - I think 


that getting S£tP more widely circu- 
lated is key to the broader dissem- 
ination of our ideas. 


If publishing 


a magazine is the focus of most of our 
political activities, then continually 


getting more and more people to read 


and discuss it must be an integral part 


of that activity. Placing a high 


priority on increasing our circulation 
is a financial as well as a political 


choice. 


At a time of increased inter- 
est in issues related to science and 


technology and uncertainty on the left, 
SftP's political role as a publication 


is critical. 


Terri Goldberg 
Magazine Coordinator 


GUULUUENOGUULOOGUSUSUDOOORORCUOERCOUEAGUGOUROUUUDOUUNCOUGHDOOUUAUDOREDDURSOOUAOUGONNOUOESOGORDGOGUNGOOED: 


MIDWEST REGIONAL COORDINATOR 


We need a new one! I am 
resiyning as of vec. 31, 1981. 
Nothing exciting here since 
organizing tie ilidwest Reg- 
ional Conference-- I continue 
to promote the magazine, dist- 
ribute it around town, sched- 
ule bake sales, answer corres- 
pondence. 


SftP-Midwest seems to be 
contractiny somewhat. Ivan 
Handler and Sandy Schrader in 
Chicago are doing tneses and 
we know what that ineans, but 
some new meubers showed up 
at the Midwest Regional! 
Peter Downs continues SftP 
work (IDB and magazine con- 
tributions) from St. Louis 
but isn't doing SftP oryan- 
izing per se. Ed Cervenka and 
Brian Davies in Austin, TX 
are Going political work but 
not much on Sf£tP. 





--Kathy Yih 
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RKKKKKKKKK SPECIAL OFFER** KREKKKKKKE 


Send the National Office the names 
and addresses of friends and coworkers 
who are potential subscribers and we'll 
give them a 4 months trial subscription!! 
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MIDWEST EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE 


The first meeting of the 
new editorial collective 
will be on Dec. 5. The issue 
we're working on is for July- 
August 1982 and is on women 
and science and technology. We 
already have a few articles 
in hand and some letters from 
prospective authors, asa 
result of publicity in tne 
magazine and some personal 
contacts. 


One piece we're thinking 
of soliciting would include 
personal stories about working 
in collectives. Things look 
good. PLEASE SEND US YOUR IDEAS 
AND ARTICLES: Midwest Editorial 
Collective, Science for the 
People, 4318 Michigan Union, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109. 
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COMPUTER PURCHASE PROJECT 


Boston Chapter's Computer Group 
recently embarked on a project to 
acquire a small computer system to 
assist the organization, both locally 
and natiormally. 


In a recent planning meeting for 
this project, a number of diverse and 
important needs were addressed and 
examined in terms of the proposed 
system, the Radio Shack TRS-80 Model 


II. . Among them were: 


1. National office clerical 
work (word processing, bookkeeping, 
and recordkeeping functions) ; 

2. Fundraising support and 
information gathering (contributors 
lists and subscription statistics) ; 

3. Magazine mailing list. pro- 
cessing (in-house control over our 
mailing list editing and production) 

4, Education applications (Use 
in SftP sponsored programming classes). 


Although the organization has 


‘functioned up to now without such a 


system, the national office staff and 
the local Computer Group members are 
generally of the opinion that this 
project will simplify a number of 
inefficient procedures, and free up 
valuable time for other important 
tasks. For example, the processing 
and printing of our mailing list re- 
quires a constantly vigilant operator 
who must supervise this process for 
approximately 15 hours (this is most 
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efficiently done in one sitting). 
This normally results in an "all- 
nighter". The new system will take a 
fraction of that time. 


In addition, the software classes 
(in BASIC Programming) have been using 
equipment that has had constant prob- 
lems, thus making our educational 
effort unnecessarily complex. The new 
system will be more reliable and more 
alike an actual programming environ- 
ment. We would also be able to teach 
other languages, such as COBOL. 


The decision to purchase a TRS-80 
Model II was arrived at for a few 
reasons: 


l. The capability of the hard- 
ware (the physical machine itself) 
matches our intentions for its use; 

2. The cost is competitive; 

3. The software (programs that tell 
the computer what to do) are readily and 
inexpensively available; 

4. The system has proven itself 
reliable in other local sites, notably 
at Dollars and Sense and Working Papers; 

5. There is the potential for 
using other systems in the area if 
emergencies arise, since these other 
sites are using similar software and 
hardware. 


Space in the office for the new com- 
puter has been planned, and will re—- 
quire minimal construction work. Al- 
ready this work has keen offered as a 
donation to help he project. The new 
system will be safely housed and will 
not need to be moved eround (this had 
been one reason for software malfunc- 
tions) . 


The total cost of this project is 
$8009, approximately one-half of which 
is needed to start up initially. To 
date, almost $3500 has been raised -- 
additional contributions are needed to 
reach our goal. If you are in a posi- 
tion to help us financially, please send 
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all tax deductible contributions to the 
National Office. Remember to earmark 
your donations for this project. 


Alan Epstein 


NUUURUGEUOECOOEEUOHUURUUUOUUEEOELUNNUOEEOUHOGERGOROGROOODORUROGROGRNORLCGRDOUNEQEOUOQUGUODEOORROOUNOONOGD 


FROM THE MATLBAG: 


A Letter Fram Wechsel Wirkung, 
e German Counterpart to SftP 
As we are planning further 
articles on chemical pollution, we 
would like to ask you some questions. 
The aim is to give an overview on 
theory and practice of administra- 


tive control of chemical pollution. 
We would like to know f.e. 


-what are the main features 
of legislation on chenicals 
in your country; 





ALBUQUERG 
TRENE HE . 


"MY FATHER PEGGED IT ON TO ME, 60 | GUESS I'LL HAVE TO PASS 
IT ON TO YOU AND YOU'LL HAVE To PASS IT ON TO YOUR KIDS. 
WHO WILL PASS (T ON To THEIR KIDS. WHO WILL...” 
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-what is the critique of en- 
virormental action groups; 
-how are the laws practiced, 
has there been conflict be- 
tween administration over pro- 
duction and sale of toxic 
chemicals; 

-did control of chemical pro- 
duction ever force chemical 
industry to move to other 
countries. 


Little is known in our coun- 
try about what this situation is 
like in your country. Still, some 
countries (Japan, USA, Sweden) are 
often praised as rather progressive 
in this concern. We would like to 
find out what's behind the official 
view! Please send us any material, 
articles, from you or other maga- 
zines, and other material if it is 
fairly easily accessible. 


Rainer Stange 
Wechsel Wirkung 
Gneisenaustrasse 2 
1000 Berlin 61 

W. Gemnany. 





The Dutch Medical Science Journal 
Revoluon Needs Information on CS Gas 
(o-chlorobenzylidenemalonitril). 


Why? 


Since 1980 the Dutch. government 
is using CS gas as riot control agent, 
following other countries like France 
and England. There is a tendency to 
use it in huge amounts and in situa- 
tions where people cannot escape. At 
the blockade of the nuclear power 
plant Dodewaard (September this year) the 
police even used a kind of fire extin- 
guisher with CS gas and CS spray cans 
by arrests. The arguments for this big 
scale usage of CS gas is that it's 
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effective and harmless. Indeed it is 
very effective but it seems a bit optim 
istic to call it harmless. 


Revoluon is planning to start an 
action with the goal the forbidding of 
the use of CS gas and similar agents. 
CS gas is a chemical warfare gas and 
should be seen as such. 


Therefore, we need on the one 
hand the experiences of people who've 
been exposed to CS gas and on the other 
hand we have to be very well documented. 
Our request is related with the second 
problem. The decision of the Dutch 
government for CS is based on reports 
from other countries, especially England, 
and a Dutch study fron 1976. That 


study was a comprehension of foreign 
studies already out of date in 1976 and 
it didn't contain any critical study. 





What kind of material do we need? 


1. Governmental or other official 
reports. Probably there are in your 


‘country official report about CS. If 


possible we would be very grateful when 
you would send them or write how we 
can get them. We've heard, for in- 
stance, that in France it is forbidden 





to use CS within a distance of 4 metres. 
That would be quite interesting for us 
with respect to the Dutch methods 
described above. 

2. Scientific studies on CS, es- 
pecially the effects on health. Do you 
know where we can find them? 

3. Critical studies about the use 
and danger of CS and other tear gases. 
Of course anything that could be impor- 
tant is welcome, also remarks and 
comments on our plans. When you are 
interested in the material we are col- 
lecting, we could send a list when we 
have enough that may be interesting. 


The Revoluon Collective 
Postbus 1328, 

6501 BH Nijmegen, 

giro 3270345 

The Netherlands 


es 





‘Science for the People" in Austria 


I am a member of the "Arbeits- 
gemeinschaft Kritische Medizin" in 
Vienna. This group is in some aspects 
similar to yours, specialised on sub- 
jects of Medicine and health. It 
publishes a magazine "Eingriffe" four 
times a year; it participates in 
elections: to student boards and simi- 
lar institutions for young doctors 
having their years of compulsory prac- 
tice in hospitals - in both boards it 
got 15% of the votes in the spring of 
1981, being represented in the student 
board since 1977; Kritische Medizin 
began with a thorough analysis of 
Austria's Medical system in the be- 
ginning of the 1970's; today the out- 
standing activities are organizing peo- 
ple in the Medical services and in the 
training institutions for such profes- 
Sions, protest against the fascist 
remnants in Austrian Medicine, coopera- 
tion with local initiatives concerning 
ecological questions, self-help groups, 
alternative ways of giving aid and 
support to drug addicts, feminist 
groups, etc., cooperation with the Aus- 
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trian Solidarity Committee for Nicara- 
gua which was initiated by our members 
and still relies on their daily work. 


Michael Hubenstorf 
Mariannen-Yasse 
28/8 Vienna, A-1090 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The Center for Science in the 
Public Interest recently formed the 
Health Charities Reform Project. 
The project will focus on several of 
the largest health charities, in- 
cluding the American Cancer Society, 
the American Heart Association, 
the American Lung Association, and 
the March of Dimes Birth Defects 
Foundation, trying to force them 
to focus on prevention of disease 
rather than support the status quo 
and the medical establishment. 

For more information contact CSPI, 
1755 S Street, N.W., Washington, 
D. C. 20009; (202) 332-9110. 


A directory of United States 
Progressive Periodicals and one for 
Southern Progressive Periodicals is 
now being assenbled. Over 300 
social change periodicals will be 
listed in the two directories. The 
amnotated listings will include 
periodicals concerning peace, labor, 
Black, religious, envirormental and 
Many more progressive topics. 


Suggestions for listings should 
be sent to Progressive Education, 
P. O. Box 120574, Nashville, TN. 
37212, as soon as possible. The 
directories may also be ordered 
through Progressive Education. 
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Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service 

Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service (NIRS), a national public 
interest group, formed an upper 
midwest regional program to focus 
public attention on the growing prob- 
lem of radioactive waste disposal. 


The Organization's Lake Super- 
ior Region's "Don't Waste America" 
Center, encampasses Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula. The region was chosen by 
NIRS because of intensified Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE) scrutiny of the 
area's granite for experimental 
burial of nuclear waste. 


The regional. center will be housed 
in the Madison office of Nukewatch, a 
public education group focusing on 
nuclear issues. The center will pro- 
vide individuals and organizations with 
technical and legislative information on 
the nuclear waste problem. 


The purpose of Don't Waste America's 
public information compaign is to pre- 
vent federal implementation of an irre— 
sponsible, premature and dangerous 
radioactive waste management plan, and 
help develop a regional network of citi- 
zen resistance. 


Don't Waste America can be con- 
tacted at 315 West Gorham Street, 
Madison, WI 53703, (608) 256-2852. 
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Project Outside/Inside 


Project Outside/Inside has devel- 
oped two progressive and stimulating 
publications for High School students. 
Food For the Health of It, a nutrition 
curriculum explores: 1) the American 
food supply and the role of the food 
industry in shaping it. 2) the con- 
nection between diets high in fat, 
sugar, salt, and processed food to 
specific health problems. 3) methods 
for evaluating food items., and 


Design for Health, a food and fit- 
ness text that: 1) involves students 
in evaluation and improving their phy- 
sical and emotional fitness, 2) discus- 
ses the history and future direction 
of women in sports. 3) evaluates popu- 
lar weight reducing diets. 


Teacher's guides packed with back- 
ground information on health and nutri- 
tion, including resources, are available 
for both texts. 


For consumers, Project Outside/ 
Inside has developed "A Mini Book About 
Healthful Eating" which provides infor- 
mation on reducing sugar, salt, and fat 
in your diet and includes many delicious 
recipes. 

Project Outside/Inside is a Somer- 
ville, Massachusetts Public Schools 
program in health and nutrition. For 
more information, contact: 


Project Outside/Inside 
81 Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02143 


THERE ARE 
VERY FEW 
NUTRIENTS 
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Humanist International (A/183/1, 
Ashok Vihar, DELHI-110052, INDIA) is 
interested in contacting those groups or 
individuals interested in "the promo- 
tion of peace based on Humanist Thoughts 
and Principles and Gandhian concepts. 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CIRCULATION AND OFFICE MANAGER 
for Southern Exposure and Institute 
for Southern Studies. $10,000 plus 
benefits. 


HUCKSTER WITH POLITICAL PRIN- 
CIPLES. Organizer with knowledge of 
magazine promotions and/or member- 
ship development. Extensive travel 
and work in Afro-American communities. 
$10,000 plus benefits. 








FIELD ORGANIZER to work on a 
project on militarism and human 
needs. Must have experience in com 
munity organizing and working in 
multi-racial communities and be 
willing to travel extensively. 
Salary negotiable. Apply to I.S.5S., 
P.O. Box 531, Durham, NC 27702. The 
Institute is committed to affirma- 
tive action in employment. 


Edited by Scott Schneider and 
Miriam Struck, Layout by Terri 
Goldberg, Typed by Andrea J. 
Odell. 


DEADLINE for the next Newsletter is 
January 15th. Please send material to 
Miriam Struck and Scott Schneider, 
1851 Columbia Road, N. W., #109, 
Washington, D. C. 20009. 
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AAAS£tP -- REPORT 
FROM THE AAAS MEETINGS 


After admonishing people by 
phone and through the newsletter to 
come to the AAAS meeting and getting 
little or no response, we were 
pretty disheartened by the time the 
meetings started. To top it all 
off, the literature for the table 
had not been sent to us until three 
days before the meeting. Somehow 
though, things turned out all right 
and we had a very successful presence 
at the meetings. 


In preparation for the meeting, 
anticipating that not many people 
would come from SftP and recognizing 
the vast resources here in Washington, 
we sent out a mailing to over 60 
public interest groups in the area, 
telling them about the meetings and 
urging them to join us there in 
challenging the established scien- 
tists and the government represen- 
tatives there (such as Anne Gorsuch 
from EPA, and Defense Dept. scien- 
tists). Some of them came who 
wouldn't have otherwise. 


We also arranged for a liter- 
ature table space and for a meeting 
room for one evening. Based on our 
discussions with many members and 
and on the program being offered, 
we decided to show the film El 
Salvador: Another Vietnam? and have 
a speaker, Bruce Perry from the 
National Association of Concerned 
Veterans, to focus discussion, not 


FEBRUARY/MARCH 1982 


on the academic questions of "How 
many ICBMs represent real security?", 
but on the more concrete realities 
of the real war being waged now in 
Latin America. 


Both were successes. The lit- 
erature table sold over $400 worth of 
literature and subscriptions. The 
film drew over 40 people, despite a 
late and meager publicity effort. 

We also talked with many people at- 
tending the meeting, introducing 

them to Science for the People for 
the first time. Over 100 signed up 
requesting more information! A great 
part of the success was due to the 
number of old SftP members who showed 
up at the meeting unexpectedly and 
helped staff the literature table. 
They included Alan Hruska (Duke U), 
Ben Lane (NJ contact), Dale Fast 
(Chicago), in addition to the stal- 
warts John Vandermeer (Ann Arbor), 
Doug Boucher (Montreal), Walda Fish- 
man (DC), Miriam Struck (DC), and 
Scott Schneider (DC). Doug also got 
interviewed on French Canadian radio. 


In addition to our efforts, two 
other groups were active. The In- 
stitute for Policy Studies, a "left 
Think Tank", ran a series of seminars 
examining science policy particularly 
related to militarism. And the Fed- 
eration of American Scientists ran 
an evening session on the threat of 
nuclear war. National Public Radio 
had a live broadcast debate on genetic 
engineering as well. 





Our lesson from this experience 
was that our presence there was very 
valuable from the perspective of out- 
reach. In fact, we strongly feel 
that attending meetings such as these 
and doing outreach is essential to 
the organization as a source of money 
and getting more people involved. 

Our presence at these meetings should 


be a priority. We did not have enough 


people however to target sessions or 
do much beyond having a table. Hope- 
fully next year we can convince more 
people that it is worthwhile going. 
That way we could have more people 

to staff the table and we would feel 
less burnt out at the end of the week. 
Also we should have more old back 
issues which we could give away cheap 
with flyers to introduce people to us. 


The next meeting is in Detroit, 
Memorial Day weekend, 1983. Its 
proximity to the active chapter in 
Ann Arbor should help make sure we 
have a strong presence at the meet- 
ings next year. 


AAAS REPORT - FAS MEETING 
ON NUCLEAR WAR EDUCATION 


The Federation of American Sci- 
entists (FAS) with a prestigious 
list of well-known sponsors including 
an impressive list of Nobel laurates 
acted as the umbrella to pull to- 
gether several organizations sharing 
similar objectives including: Phy- 
sicians for Social Responsibility, 
Ground Zero, Union of Concerned 
Scientists, the Nuclear War Graphics 
Project, Nuclear War Film Guide, and 
the Coalition for a Nuclear Weapons 
Freeze. 


Some 120 scientists filled a 
conference room one evening to join 
in the cause of promoting "Nuclear 
War Education" and a "freeze on 
nuclear weapons". SftP was repre- 
sented in the audience, though not 





very vocal. Jeremy Stone, of FAS, 
deserves credit for pulling off a 
well-organized effective program. 
The group will attempt to reach out 
to a mass audience through courses 
at all levels of school, TV spots, 
slide presentations, movies, to pre- 
sent the urgency of a nuclear arms 
freeze. One vehicle is a new book 
coming out this spring A Nuclear 
War Primer: Or Nuclear War: What's 
In It For You? ($2.95 from Simon 
and Schuster). The goal will be to 
motivate people to get involved and 
show them how they can make a dif- 
ference. 





Ben Lane (NJ Contact) 
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SORRY! 


The staff wants to apologize 
for the lateness of your January/ 
February magazine. We are in the 
process of purchasing a new computer. 
There have been complications with 
the transfer. to the new system. We 
think the new system will improve 
delivery in the future. 
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THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE —- 
COMING SOON 


The Boston steering committee 
is planning ahead for the National 
Conference scheduled for May 29-31, 
1982 at CNVA (Center for Non-Violent 
Action) in Voluntown, CT. We want 
other chapters to begin writing and 
discussing the topic that will be on 
the agenda which is always open to 
change. Two very important items need 
to be sent to Boston beforehand so we 
can best organize an effective weekend 
together. We need: (a) names of 
facilitators for the workshops listed 
below and (b) names and money of 
people coming. 


(a) By MARCH 15, we need to have 
names of interested people to 
facilitate workshops and dis- 
cussions. One person from each 
region should give a report on 
fund raising and the magazine 
(activities, plans, criticisms, 
etc.). People should take re- 
sponsibility to send in an out- 
line, proposal, and/or analysis 
of each topic and its importance 
within SftP. For the topics 
listed below (we have received 
no other workshop ideas), please 
send in a person's name, phone 
number, and a very brief des- 
cription of what will be pre- 
sented (outline, fund raising 
events, comments on the magazines, 
etc.). Topics include: disarm 
ament and militarism in academia, 
sociobiology, farm labor, auto- 
mation and computers, new world 
agriculture, occupational health 
and safety. 


(b) By APRIL 30, one month before 
the Conference, we need to have 
names and money for registration 
of people attending. If you can 
send $48 (includes lodging and 
meals for Fri. through Sun.) by 
this date, the Boston office can 
send out any and all materials 
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(position papers, proposals, 
etc.) people have submitted for 
workshops and discussions. We 
also want to know which two work- 
shops you plan to attend so addi- 
tional ones can be scheduled or 
eliminated as necessary. We are 
asking for people to send in an 
extra $5 for xeroxing costs over 
and above the Conference cost, 
and, if at all possible, an extra 


$4-$10 for the "travel fund" to 
help those people who are 


financially strapped. 


Address: 


Phone: 
Two Workshop Choices: 


Registration fee + xerox cost in- 
cluded (check/money order) 
Additional money for travel fund 
Will need to be met at the airport? 
Yes No __ 
When? 
Will need ride to CNVA from Boston 
(From other ) 
Will help organize or participate 
in social events 
Special Requests: 


PLEASE clip and mail this form by 

April 30 to the Boston office. The 
more we put into the Conference be- 
fore hand, the more we will benefit. 


Thanks. 


Connie Phillips 
For the Boston Steering 
Committee 








BAY AREA -CHAPTER REPORT 
JANUARY 1982 


The Bay Area Chapter continues to 
concentrate on military and health 
issues. In the fall we co-sponsored 
two forums: one on the Civilian- 
Military Hospital Plan (see note at 
end of report), and one on science 
and health care in Vietnam and Kampuchea. 


In addition, our Militarism sub- 
group has become involved in the 
Livermore Action Group, a local anti- 
nuclear coalition. We hope to serve 
as information resource people, and 
add our political perspective -- 
i.e., connecting the antinuclear 
issue with the broader issues of 
militarism. 


SftP gave a statement against 
CMCHS at both a public hearing and 
a local Board of Supervisors meeting. 
In this we collaborated with a dozen 
or so local health and community 
action groups, thus enhancing our 
visibility and making some valuable 
contacts. We also attended state 
hearings on regulating genetic en- 
gineering, an industry which is 
rapidly expanding locally. Being 
more visible and effective is still 
a somewhat elusive goal. In the 
coming months, we hope to center our 
activities around a few key issues and 
cultivate our relationships with local 
activist groups. We will be sponsor- 
ing more events and mini-events -—- 
i.e., having an interesting speaker 
or slide show at general membership 
meetings. 


Our lives were brightened by a 
holiday visit from Scott Thatcher, 
who brought good cheer and news from 
the mysterious East. We were im- 
pressed by the slide show on nuclear 
weapons which he brought with him. 
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NOTE ON THE CIVILIAN-MILITARY 
CONTINGENCY HOSPITAL SYSTEM (CMCHS) 


This is a Pentagon plan to 
draft hospitals now for use in fu- 
ture wars (see SftP, July 81 issue, 
News Notes). During the past year, 
the military has been concentrating 
their efforts on West Coast hos- 
pitals; but you in the Midwest and 
East will not be spared! They are 
coming for you next! Bay area 
SftP is preparing an organizing 
packet including a complete copy 
of the plan, plus various union 
resolutions and statements by 
health and community groups against 
it, For a copy please send $4.00 
(for copying and postage) to SftP, 
Box 4161, Berkeley, CA 94704. 


ANN ARBOR CHAPTER REPORT 
(AS OF JAN. 14, 1982) 


The militarism subgroups of the 
Ann Arbor Chapter organized a public 
talk by Michio Kaku (Jan. 12) called 
"Nuclear War in Our Lifetime". Up- 
wards of 300 people showed up -- the 
amphitheater was packed. We hope to 
have drawn in some new members. 
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AASftP co-sponsored a demonstra- 
tion (Jan. 11) with the local Latin 
American Solidarity Committee to 
protest the training of Salvadoran 
troops at Fort Bragg. Despite the 
bitter cold and wind, about 130 
rallied and marched to the ROTC 
Building, chanting such slogans as 
"Hey, hey, Uncle Sam, we remember 
Vietnam" and "Hey, Reagan, we're 
no dupes, we don't want the junta's 
troops". 


The next general potluck meeting 
was on Jan. 21. The discussion cen- 
tered on the politics of career 
choice, a topic which always seems 
to elicit a lot of interest or 
anxiety. 


ANN ARBOR EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE 





A subgroup of the Ann Arbor 
Collective has begun working on the 
special edition of Science for the 
People dedicated to the theme "Women 
and Science". With a topic contain- 
ing such potential, we have been suf- 
fering the agonies of limited space 
in deciding which topics are best 
worth pursuing. Some of the themes 
to attract our attention have been: 
The relationship between science, 
ideology, and patriarchy; the for- 
mation of women's collectives as pools 
for scientific, health, and economic 
interaction/support; and the way in 
which changes in politics and tech- 
nology affect women. 





Aside from standard article form, 
pieces we are considering have been 
in the form of interviews, panel dis- 
cussions, reviews of courses taught, 
or seminars given, photographic essays, 
and book reviews. Articles, or let- 
ters regarding potential articles, 
have come to us from as far away as 
England and Finland. 
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If anyone out there is working 
on, or thinking of working on an 
article that would fit in our issue, 
feel free to tempt us: Our final 
deadline is February 15. 


1982 MAGAZINE SCHEDULE 


Jan/Feb 1982 Midwest EC General Issue 
Mar/Apr 1982 Boston EC Special Issue 
on Racism and Science 
May/Jun 1982 West Coast EC General 
Issue 
Jul/Aug 1982 Midwest EC Special 
Issue on Feminist 
Science 
Sep/Oct 1982 Boston EC General Issue 
Nov/Dec 1982 ? 
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AN APPEAL TO COMRADES 
IN THE UNITED STATES 





A group of students, teachers, 
and researchers at the University of 
Naples is investigating the role and 
scope of American military support 
to scientific research in Europe 
(in its widest sense of research in 
the fields of natural and human sci- 
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ences). In particular, we are cen- 
tering our interest in that research 
that takes place in the Italian 
Universities. 


We have access to the Nato 
Science Year Books, but we have no 
access however to equivalent lists 
from DOD and its different sectors. 
We are interested in general state- 
ments, detailed assessments, lists 
of projects, and names of research 
people and institutions. Please 
help us by sending us all relevant 
material and information that you 
know of. 


Contact Bruno Vitale at 
Universita Di Napoli, Instituto 
Di Fisica Teorica, Mostra d'Oltre- 
mare, Pad. 19, 80125 Napoli. 


FEMINISM AND SCIENCE VIDEOTAPE 





In Winter 1979, I produced 
videotapes (3/4", color, 2-camera) 
of two symposia, 'Feminism and the 
Philosophy of Science" and "Women 
and Scientific Research" at the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science (AAAS) meetings in 
Houston, Texas. Twelve lesbian- 
feminist scholars and activists, in- 
cluding Adrienne Rich, Mary Daly, 
Janice Raymond, and Beverly Smith, 
participated in this historic event, 
which was attended by women from 
across the country and Great Britain. 


The issues (medical experimen- 
tation, racism, nuclear holocaust, 
etc.) are compelling and timely. The 
tapes themselves, even in rough as- 
sembly, are exciting. I believe they 
will be a vital source for many women 
in academia and the community. 


Because of changed personal cir- 
cumstances, however, I am now unable 
to continue raising funds, editing, 
and making arrangements for national 
distribution. I am seeking a quali- 
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fied individual or group to whom I can 
turn over the project, including mas- 
ter videotapes, transcripts, files, 
etc. 


Women who might be interested 
in directing this project or with ideas 
for completing the videotape are in- 
vited to send a brief letter of inquiry 
stating the following: 


- prior experience in video or film, 
including production, editing, 
distribution, etc. 

- access to technical resources, 
equipment, etc. 

- prior fund raising experi- 
ence, particular for media 

- resume/cv 


Please address all inquiries to: 
Robin Ruth Linden, 121-B Corbett 
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94114 

(415) 863-3052. 


"T'1l tell you what I want. I 
want self-actualization as a 
woman in a societal modality 
in which life-style is divor- 
ced from pre-conceived ideas 
of sexual role-conditioning, 


and I want it now. 


MONEY MATTERS 


Science for the People got a 
New Year's gift this year -- a budget. 
The organization has been lacking 
this essential ingredient in effec- 
tive financial planning for the last 
few years. But now, the budget is 
here. 
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Mainly based on last year's fig- 
ures, our budget projections reveal 
that we will have an income of 
$52,040, expenditures of $61,320, 
and a deficit of $9,280 (without in- 
flation) in 1982. Those figures do 
not take into account the revenue 
we will receive from fund raising 
activities. or from magazine price 
increases. 


After carefully reviewing the 
budget, the staff consulted the Bos- 
ton steering committee and the chap- 
ters, and decided that we could make 
up a large part of our projected 
deficit by raising the price of the 
magazine. So, as of the January 
issue, all of our subscription rates 
will be raised by $2.00, except for 
member subs which will be raised by 
$5.00 (the low-income option will 
remain). By upping our prices in 
this way, we will increase our income 
by $5,000 (assuming sales are not 
affected), leaving a deficit of only 
$5,000. That is still a lot of money 
to raise, but not an impossible 
amount. 


In a period of only four months, 
the Boston Chapter raised $2,500 
through grassroots fund raising (yard 
sales, parties, raffles, and liter- 
ature tables). We have found that 
fund raising activities publicize 
SftP, bring in new members, and 
familiarize people with our political 
ideas -- all of which has helped in 
chapter building. 


Our 1982 budget does not include 
the proposed direct mail campaign 
(see Terri's article in the December 
Newsletter for details). This cam- 
paign will have a separate budget 
for which we will raise separate 
funds. If you have any ideas about 
ways to raise large amounts of money 
(we are planning a cocktail party for 
May), send them on to the National 
Office. 


What we hope is that by contin- 
uing our grassroots fund raising ef- 
forts and, at the same time, involv- 
ing the organization in periodic 
large direct mail campaigns, we can 
insure the financial stability of 
Science for the People in both the 
short and long run. 
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There is lots you can do to help. 
For example, new subs are an important 
source of revenue. Send us the names 
of friends, co-workers, acquaintances, 
or relatives you think would subscribe 
to SftP, and we will send them a 
four-month trial subscription FREE. 
We could also use your help in com- 
piling our mailing list for the cock- 
tail party. If you know of potential 
large donors, please send us their 
names and address too. 


We want to involve as many people 
as possible in decisions about SftP's 
finances. Your comments, questions, 
and ideas are welcomed. 


In solidarity, 
Faye 
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NOTES ON THE MAGAZINE 


Some of us in the Boston Magazine 
Committee have been discussing ideas 
for future topical issues of Science 
for the People and the possibility of 
adding one or two new regular depart- 
ments to the magazine. The entire 
Committee has not discussed these 
ideas or endorsed them, but I am 
writing them down to share with other 
interested Science for the People 
members. 


I think a special issue of SftP 
that focuses on key environmental 
issues and proposes strategies for 
confronting the problems would be an 
important contribution to the environ- 
mental movement. We receive a lot 
of inquiries from people who want 
and expect SftP to have articles 
about toxic wastes, acid rain, nuclear 
wastes, water shortages, etc. We 
have very little to offer them. 


There is a distinct lack of 
thorough left analysis of environ- 
mental/ecological issues and the en- 
vironmental movement. A large part 
of the environmental movement is 
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trying to salvage EPA and OSHA rather 
than develop a strategy and analysis 

that examines environmental problems 

in light of the economic crisis. 


An SftP member recently suggested 
that we do a special issue on the sci- 
entific establishment. He suggested 
that we address questions like, how 
does the ideology of "corporate sci- 
ence" create the hierarchy within 
the scientific community? Why is 
the research environment often alien- 
ating and degrading for technicians 
and lab assistants? I think a mag- 
azine that deals with these questions 
could speak to the personal experiences 
of many people involved in scientific 
work and help turn them on to our 
ideas. It could include personal 
accounts, historical analysis, inter- 
views, descriptions of attempts to 
organize technicians (for example 
at Harvard Medical School), article 
on labs and workplaces run collec- 
tively, examples of groups that prac- 
tice "progressive science", and pro- 
posals for how to change the 
scientific establishment. 


It occurred to me recently that 
we will be publishing Volume #15 of 
Science for the People next year and 
we should celebrate this amazing 
birthday! I think the Jan. 1983 
issue should reflect our enthusiasm, 
joy, and strength at reaching this 
Momentous occasion. I propose that 
we publish an extra long issue (if 
we can afford it) that includes some 
reflection on our 15-year history and 
the ideas of individuals and groups 
about what a people based science 
(vs. a corporate based science) would 
be like. How would a "socialist sci- 
ence" or a "feminist science" be 
different? Perhaps we could rewrite 
the old pamphlet called, "Towards a 
Science for the People" in light of 
what is happening in the 1980's. I 
have noticed that lately the media 
has been feeding us a lot of science 
fiction garbage about the future and 
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we need to assert our vision. I think 
if we start planning this special 
issue now, and discuss it at the 
National Conference, we can pull it 
together. 


Finally, I would like to propose 
that we add one or two new departments 
to the magazine. One of the problems 
with the magazine is that very often 
we do not leave our readers with a 
feeling that they can do something 
about the problems and issues described 
in the articles. If we devoted a 
portion (2-5 pages) of each issue to 
a department which describes what a 
union, community group, SftP group, 
etc. are doing to fight back, I think 
it would lessen the "science for des- 
pair" feeling of the magazine. The 
interview with the University of 
California Nuclear Weapons Lab con- 
version Project and the article on 
the Boston Women's Health Book Collec- 
tive are good examples from a recent 
issue of the kinds of articles that 
would be featured in this proposed 
new department. The department 
would need a title. I suggest an 
active title like "moving on", "mov- 
ing ahead", “reaching ahead". 


Several SftP members have noted 
the lack of humor and satire in the 
magazine. I propose that we intro- 
duce a l-page department that is 
similar to "That Capitalism" (The 
Guardian), "No Comment" (The Pro- 
gressive),or "Mis Fortune" (Dollars 
and Sense) but deals with science. 
If we publish short pieces (1-2 par- 
agraphs) on the outrageousness of 
military projects, corporate boon- 
doggles, offensive scientific re- 
search, etc. the magazine would be- 
come more lively. I am sure if we 
followed articles in Science, The 
Wall Street Journal, OMNI, Discover, 
military magazines, etc. we would 
find lots of material. Short humor- 
ous pieces can pinpoint the insanity 
of oppressive new inventions or 
ideas. Perhaps this could be a 
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satirical and shortened form of the 
column that was introduced last year 
called "Breakthroughs". We would 
have to find a witty title for this 
department and I have not thought 

of one. 


As an outgrowth of this depart- 
ment, we might consider setting up 
an annual award (on paper) to be 
given to the most "science for cor- 
porate profit" invention, piece of 
research, policy, proposal or what- 
ever (that we know about). 


These are just a few ideas for 
improving the magazine. I would 
like to get comments and suggestions 
to help us decide whether to imple- 
ment them. I would also like to 
stimulate discussion on special 
issues and ideas for improving the 
Magazine. We can publish responses 
in the next Newsletter and discuss 
them at the National Conference. 
Please send all ideas regarding these 
proposals to the National Office by 
the end of March. 


Terri Goldberg 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS : 
EUROPEAN RADICAL SCIENCE MEETING 


The next European Radical Science 
Journal's meeting will take place this 
Easter Vacation (around April 11) in 
Italy. We have not heard from our 
Italian friends with any details 
about the Conference. There will be 
a two-day conference open to the pub- 
lic that is supposed to focus on 
workplace automation. This conference 
is followed by a private one that in- 
cludes members of the various journal 
collectives (see SftP Vol. 13, #5 
for details concerning last year's 
Conference). 


If you are interested in attend- 
ing this year's Easter Conference, 
please contact the National Office. 
It is not clear whether our Italian 
friends will have any money this 
year to help pay for the plane fare 
of representatives from the U.S. 

For now I think it is safe to assume 
that representatives from the U.S. 
will have to pay for their own plane 
fare. 


ISIS, an international women's 
information and communication service, 
is looking for candidates for an 1l- 
month exchange internship program. 
Women's organizations in the U.S. 
are invited to exchange interns from 
developing and industrialized coun- 
tries. For more information contact: 
Valsa Verghese, ISIS Switzerland, 

P.O. Box 50 (Cornavin) 1211, Geneva 2. 


Public Responsibility in Medi- 
cine and Research (PRIMER) is spon- 
soring two conferences. The first, 
"Research on New Therapies: New 
Challenges, Practical Problems", will 
be at the Harvard School of Public 


Health March 30-31. The second, 
"Institutional Review Boards and 
Their Institutions", will be at the 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center in Houston April 22-23. For 
more information contact: Joan 
Rachtin, PRIMER, 15 Court Sq., Suite 
340, Boston, MA (617)367-4992. 


The Center for Technology, En- 
vironment and Development is offering 
reprints of articles on risk assess- 
ment and hazard management. For a 
list and price list write to: CENTED, 
Publications Office, Clark University, 
Worcester, MA 01610. 


This newsletter was edited by 
Miriam Struck and Scott Schneider, 
produced by Terri Goldberg and 

Faye Brown, and typed by Mary Davis. 


Deadline for the next Newsletter is 
MARCH 15. Send articles to Miriam 
Struck/Scott Schneider, 1851 
Columbia Road N.W., #109, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


The Boston Steering Com- 
mittee has been proceeding with 
plans for the National Con- 
ference, but it still needs 
your advice and input. Please 
send the Committee your regi- 
stration form (see Feb. news- 
letter) and suggestions for 
people to lead workshops. We 
would like to have a good idea 
of who is coming to the Con- 
ference by the end of April. 


The workshop topics that 
the Committee has proposed are: 








Disarmament and Militarism, 
Sociobiology, Farm Labor Or- 
ganizing, Automation and Com- 
puters, Occupational Health and 
Safety, and New World Agricul- 
ture Groups. If you are in- 
terested in coming to the Con- 
ference and want other workshops 
to be arranged, please let the 
Committee know. 


The last two National Con- 
ferences have been very impor- 
tant to building unity among 
SftP members and chapters, dis- 
cussing structure of the organ- 
ization and its policies, and 
sharing experiences and ideas. 
The political situation in the 
U.S. continues to worsen and 
we feel that this Conference is 
crucial to helping us develop 
a more unified response. Your 
participation is critical. 
Write the Boston National Con- 
ference Organizing Committee 
at 897 Main St., Cambridge, MA 
02139 for more details. 


FRED LANDIS ARRESTED 


Fred Landis, author of the 
"CIA Psychological Warfare Ope- 
rations" article in the Jan. 
SftP was recently arrested on 
his way back from a trip to 
Latin America. Customs officials 
seized copies of SftP, Covert 
Action, Landis' Ph.D. thesis, 
his video tape on CIA opera- 
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tions, and slides. Apparently 
the material was returned about 
a week later. 


According to Dr. Landis, 
he was detained for 6 hours 
while officials tried to find 
a reason to arrest him. They 
found a year-old dispute he had 


with a car rental agency in 
Illinois. Dr. Landis is cur- 
rently out on bond. 


El Nuevo Diario, a major 
newspaper in Nicaragua printed 
the SftP article word-for-word 
in a 6-part series recently. 

At the same time the Washington 


Post published an article about 





secret U.S. covert operations 
in Nicaragua. Dr. Landis 
feels that the media attention 
that his material has received 
prompted the government to ar- 
rest him. 


SftP, in a combined effort 
of people in Berkeley, Boston, 
and Ann Arbor sent out a press 
release on the article and Dr. 
Landis' arrest. Copies of the 
release are available if you 
have any interested contacts 
in the media. 


Fred Landis needs finan- 
cial help to pay for his bond 
and his lawyer. We are very 
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fortunate that he gave us per- 
mission to publish his material. 
He would appreciate any dona-~ 
tions you can send him. Send 
contributions to: Fred Landis, 
P.O. Box 3086, Anaheim, CA 
92803. 





A PREMATURE POST MORTUM 
OF SftP 


All we hear these days is 
that SftP is in decline. Chap- 
ters are folding. The few that 
Still exist are plagued by 
apathy. The organization seems 
to be on the periphery of the 
social movements Sweeping the 
country (anti-nuclear, weapons 
freeze, etc.). The magazine 
is holding steady at a few thou- 
sand subscribers, many of whom 
probably do not even read it 
any more. So why do we keep 
going? Why should we even 
bother having a National Con- 
ference next month. So far 
there has been no response to 
the notice in the last newsletter 
for people to RSVP for the meet- 
ing. 


The answer is clear to many 
of us. That despite the prob- 
lems plaguing the organization, 
we still have a vision of what 
it represents. The few days we 
spent at the AAAS meeting en- 
virogated us by the realization 
that there were vast numbers of 
people "out there" who did not 
even know about SftP and seemed 
excited by the concept. The 
potential is largely untapped. 


A majority of this news- 
letter is devoted to an unsolic- 
ited proposal we received from 
a member in New York who is 
still excited by SftP and wants 
to see it work. When things 
seem the worst, that is exactly 
the best time for a National 
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Conference. The need for care- 
ful reflection and reassessment 
is critical then. One person 
complained to us that "only a 
handful of people will show 
up". Even so, those few will 
have made a commitment to take 
3 days to really examine our 
options and not be distracted 


by our work or the latest movie 
at the Orson Welles Cinema. 


We urge all of you who 
really care about the vision 
which is SftP to come to the © 
National Conference next month 
and to come prepared for some 
serious and far-reaching dis- 
cussions on what we are doing 
and where we are headed. It 
is time we reenergized. There 
are lots of struggles to be 
won. 


The Editors 





ANN ARBOR CHAPTER REPORT 


The Ann Arbor Chapter re- 
mains active in the weapons 
freeze and other militarism/ 
science-related areas. Our 
local study group is currently 
planning a spring conference 
which is aimed at involving 
area trade unionists and other 
workers in the struggles against 
the weapons build-up. Addi- 
tional plans call for area 
mobilization for the June 12 
Rally at the UN. 


The last monthly potluck 
was on March 12.. Bret Eynon, 
a local expert on Department 
of Defense-funded research on 
the University of Michigan cam- 
pus, was the guest speaker. 
The University of Michigan was 
the major defense research cen- 
ter during the 60's and is 
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reaching again for that status 
during the 80's. In the last 
year, University defense con- 
tracts have increased 100%. 
Discussion at the potluck ad- 
dressed this alarming increase 
and suggested measures to halt 
this development. 


MIDWEST REGIONAL REPORT 


As of February, I have 
taken over Kathy Yih's position 
as Midwest Coordinator. AS a 
long-time admirer of SftP, I 
find it gratifying to be in- 
volved with an organization 
committed to beliefs so closely 
aligned with my own. My own 
background includes academic 
training in resource ecology 
(an "almost" Masters' degree 
which may or may not be finished 
someday...), as well as clerical 
work and a two year "career" 
as an offset printer. 


As a worker, I was com- 
mitted to labor organizing and 
was involved in several pro- 
tracted union drives and court 
struggles against management. 

I am currently working on a 
second Bachelor's degree in 
political history and am enter- 
taining fatalistic ideas about 
looking into labor law programs 
that might provide alternatives 
to the mainstream. 


If I can be of any assis- 
tance to Midwest chapters/con- 
tacts or anyone else, please 
contact me: 


Judy Allen 

Science for the People 
4318 Michigan Union 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
Office: 313/761-7960 
Home: 313/663-0143 
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CELEBRATE VOLUME 15 


There has been a positive 
response from the Editorial 
Committees to the idea of doing 
an expanded special issue on 
ideas and visions of a people 
based science to celebrate pub- 
lication of Volume 15 (see Feb. 
newsletter article by Terri 
Goldberg for details). 


In order to begin getting 
that issue together, the ECs 
would like to start getting 
proposals for articles now. 
Many of us feel that this could 
be the most exciting and chal- 
lenging issue of Science for 
the People we have published 
in a long time. We would like 
to receive as much input and 
ideas from our readers as pos- 
sible. 


Submissions can take the 
form of articles, poetry, essays, 
letters, interviews, and photo- 
essays. Send us the names of 
people who you think we should 
solicit material from or ideas 
for articles. If you are in- 
terested in writing an article 
for this issue, send us a let- 
ter detailing your idea and if 
possible include an outline. 
Guidelines for writing SftP 
articles are available from the 
National Office. 
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ANN ARBOR EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE 


The upcoming women and 
science issue (July/Aug. 1982) 
is finally taking shape. Long- 
awaited articles have arrived 
and the editing and tough de- 
cisions as to final content 
are now upon us. We have re- 
ceived a number of good articles 
dealing with women and patri- 
archy in the sciences, as well 
as pieces concerning women and 
technology (specifically in the 
phone industry), and women's 
collectives within the sciences. 


Ann Arbor is also planning 
on working on the Nov/Dec. 1982 
issue. The collective will be 
an essentially new one with 
little overlap from previous 
issues. Fortunately, two mem- 
bers will bring extensive edi- 
torial experience from previous 
publication work to the collec- 
tive. However, we encourage 
ideas and assistance from any- 
one who cares to contribute. 
Please address suggestions to: 


Ann Arbor SftP Editorial 
Collective 

4318 Michigan Union 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 


LONG 
GLORIOUS COCKROACH 
REBELLION AGAINST 
THE GREAT SUBUREAN 
BOURGEOIS 


OFFRESOR 
SWINE-FI6.Y 
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MAG PROMOTION UPDATE 


The promotion projects that 
the National staff have under- 
taken have been successful, but 
we need to continue and inten- 
sify our efforts. 


People have been sending 
us lots of names for trial sub- 
scriptions in response to the 
recent ad in the magazine. We 
have received about 150 names 
of prospective subscribers. In 
several months we will have a 
good idea how well this promo- 
tion scheme works. We know that 
other magazines get a good re- 
turn on trial subscription of- 
fers. Keep sending us the names 
of potential subscribers. 


We have printed over 3,000 
flyers on the "Wrestling with 
Automation" special issue and 
recently sent them out. We sent 
the flyers to Labor Notes sub- 
scribers. We are also sending 
the flyer to lists of health 
and safety activists and other 
labor groups. We hope that this 
effort will result in increased 
interest by labor activists in 
SEtP. 








We have begun a promotion 
campaign in the recent issue of 
SftP on "Racism in Science". 

We hope to send out flyers to 
Afro-American studies organiza- 
tions, civil rights groups, and 
others. Bob Broedel (Tallahassee 
SftP) has gotten us a copy of 
the National Anti-Klan Network 
mailing list. If you have any 
suggestions for other groups we 
should contact about this impor- 
tant special issue, please get 
in touch with Terri at the 
National Office. 





We have developed several 
topical resource lists for 
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people to use at literature 
tables. The topics of the 
lists are: Science and Imperi- 
alism, Agriculture and Agri- 
business, Environment, and 
Science and Technology in the 
Third World. These bibliog- 
raphies list the articles that 
have appeared in SftP over the 
last 5 or so years on these 
topics. Copies are available 
from the National Office. 


The national staff is 
busily organizing fund raising 
activities for the direct mail 
campaign that we hope to under- 
take next fall. We are seeking 
loans and donations from SftP 
members. Please help us in any 
way that you can. For more de- 
tailed information contact Faye 
or Terri at the office. 


COMPUTER UPDATE 


You may have noticed that 
your address lable on this 
newsletter looks different. 
Well, we finally got that new 
computer we have been talking 
about for months. We purchased 
a Radio Shack TRS 80 Model II. 
So far (keep your fingers 
crossed) it has been working 
very well. The Computer Group 
Mailing List Project has spent 
many hours entering the mailing 
list. It took us several weeks 
and is finally done. 


However, the Mailing List 
Project is not completed. We 
still need to do a lot of work 
on the list and more program- 
ming. In addition, we have not 
raised enough money to purchase 
a printer. We need about 
$3,000. We would like to get 
a printer with letter quality 
capacity so that the staff can 
do word processing. 
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If you have any ideas about 
how we can raise the additional 
money or about who we can ap- 
proach for a donation, please 
write or call the office staff. 
We would also appreciate your 
tax deductible donations to 
this important project. 


PROPOSAL FOR NEW DIRECTIONS 
AND NEW STRUCTURE FOR 
SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE 


Introduction 


I am a professor of physics 
at the City University of New 
York and have been quite active 
with the anti-nuke movement. 


Although I was part of a 
group that helped to set up 
Science for the People at 
Berkeley over 10 years ago, I 
have not been with the group 
for many years. 


In this period of time and 
great economic, political, and 
social change, there is great 
motion among mass organizations 
in this country. Many organi- 
zations, unable to adjust to 
the new political terrain, are 


falling apart just when thou- 
sands of people are being ac- 
tivated around the country. 
Other organizations, under- 
standing the new situation and 
the new ways of organizing, are 
growing like never before. 


PSR and UCS are good ex- 
amples of organizations which 
have grown enormously in the 
past period. They have patiently 
established credibility and a 
tight group of tested orga- 
nizers, and have been able to 
influence national policies. 
Although they now have national 
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stature, many feel that they do 
not go far enough in their 
politics. 


Other organizations in this 
period of time are falling apart. 
The half-life of many organiza- 
tions, especially ones based on 
60's style of organizing (tight 
collective, high degree of poli- 
tics, little outreach, little 
practical activity), is about 
2 years. 


Science for the People seems 
to be at a cross-roads now. Al- 
though it has one of the finest 
magazines you can find and has 
established a reputation for 
credibility and stability, it 
cannot help but be influenced 
by the larger events in the 
movement. 


Personally, I am worried 
that Science for the People may 
not be able to adjust rapidly 
enough in the next few years. 
With so much motion in the mass 
movement, around El Salvadore, 
around SSD, etc. will Science 
for the People be able to grow 
and expand? 


Science for the People has 
been relatively stable, for the 
large part, for the past few 
years. Unfortunately, I do not 
think that this stability can 
last. More likely, Science for 
the People will grow enormously, 
or its membership will gradually 
diminish as people gravitate to 
more exciting organizations. 


It is out of this concern 
that I am writing this letter. 
I hope that it proves useful. 
It is not meant to be a criti- 
cism, just some helpful obser- 
vations that hopefully will 
make the group grow and prosper 
in the next few years. 


April/May 19562 





Proposal 


PSR and UCS, politics aside, 
have been able to grow enor- 
mously because they rode the 
tail of a comet. The anti-nuke 
movement pushed these organiza- 
tions into the limelight because 
they were the right people at 
the right time. When hundreds 
of thousands were marching in 
the streets, these groups were 
there to give concrete scien- 
tific guidance and help. They 
were able to ride a tidal wave 
of national protest. Now, 
uCS's newsletter Nucleus goes 
to 100,000 paid subscribers at 
$25/head. I do not need to 
compare these numbers with the 
influence of Science for the 
People. 


Science for the People 
must learn from this lesson. 
Science for the People must not 
necessarily concentrate on areas 
it can do well, but at least 
it too should be riding the 
tidal wave of mass protest. I 
think it is fair to say that 
Science for the People stayed 
out of the anti-nuke movement 


in the past 4 years, and as a 
result this entire motion of 
hundreds of thousands of people 
had very little contact with 
the group. 


However, there is now a 
second tidal wave coming, per- 
haps larger than the first one. 
This is the peace movement, and 
now is the time to plunge into 
mass work. This is not to say 
that we drop all other forms of 
work and get on the band wagon. 
This is only to say that, as a 
bottom line, the group should 
be active in the larger events 
around it. Of course, Science 
for the People should keep alive 
the areas that it has already 
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established, but frankly speak- 
ing a large part of its energy 
should be directed at the mo- 
tions that will yield the lar- 
gest benefits. This means that 
Science for the People should 
end its relative "isolation" 
from the anti-nuke and peace 
movements, should attend SSD 
meetings, should set up peace 
task forces and get peace lit- 
erature out. 


Secondly, in order to carry 
this out, Science for the People 
must extend its influence beyond 
its present borders. Presently, 
there are only three major areas 
with active, functioning chap- 
ters. Paid organizers should 
be sent out nationally to set 
up new chapters of Science for 
the People. UCS has brilliantly 
extended its anti-nuke influence 
into literally hundreds of cam- 
puses around the country, and 
Science for the People should 
get involved with these chap- 
ters and also set up new ones. 
These paid organizers should 
go on a national tour to meet 
active science students/faculty 
around the country (e.g., 
Eastern has a $700 unlimited 21 
day travel package). 

Third, the magazine should 
not be the main focus of the 
group. Usually, a mass organi- 
zation is in the business or 
organizing, and its organ (a 
newsletter or magazine) repre- 
sents its ideas and thinking. 
Science for the People should 
be a mass organization which 
has a magazine, rather than 
making the magazine its prime 
focus of activity. For ex- 
ample, UCS and PSR has paid 
organizers as well as research 
divisions, and their newsletters 
inform its membership of the 
activities of its organizers 
and research. 
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This is not to say that 
the magazine should be dropped, 
only that the magazine should 
be continued, improved, while 
at the same time setting up 
other divisions of the organi- 
zation. 


Other divisions should 
include: peace task forces, 
research arm, outreach to 
faculty/scientists, outreach 
to students, media task force, 
fundraising task force, etc. 


This may be one of the 
hardest of these suggestions 
to implement, given the fact 
that this would most definitely 
put a strain on the organiza- 
tion and would require a new 
way of thinking. The only point 
here is that unless Science for 
the People re-structure itself 
more along the lines of a mass 
organization, then its influence 
will be limited to a magazine 
of subscription 3,000 with 3 
functioning chapters. 


Fourth, PSR and UCS are 
masters of publicity. They 
know exactly how to cater to 
the whims and particularities 
of the mass media in a big way. 
This, quite frankly, increases 
their firepower by several 
orders of magnitude. They get 
media coverage in slightly dif- 
ferent ways: UCS uses its re- 
search arm to expose the hazards 
of nuclear power plants, while 
PSR uses big names and bit con- 
ferences to gather publicity. 
The point here is that Science 
for the People should also think 
along these lines. Science for 
the People should plan a large 
conference, or perhaps publish 
its research on hot topics. 


Unfortunately, most of us 
in the movement have a love- 





hate relationship, dating back 
many years, with credentials, 
"elitism", tenure, etc. This 
comes from a genuine and honest 
attempt to reject the elitist, 
careerist, etc. attitudes of 
our professors. The point here 
is that scientists with creden- 
tials and academic stature 
(politics aside) do have in- 
fluence in the press and the 
mass movement, and we must find 
those scientists who are not 
elitist and careerist to help 
us with our research, publicity, 
and conference organizing. 


Fifth, Science for the 
People must formalize its struc- 
ture. It needs a clear divi- 
Sion of labor and clear chain 
of command. This probably 
sounds authoritative and hier- 
archical (and if misunderstood 
or misapplied, this certainly 
can degenerate into an author- 
itative and hierarchical struc- 
ture). But the point here is 
that Science for the People does 
have a genuine collective 
spirit, and this collective 
Spirit cannot be dismissed 
lightly, but that this collec- 
tivity must be tempered with a 
clear division of labor. 


Sixth, Science for the 
People must also have clear 
principles. There has been a 
lot of struggle around the prin- 
ciples of unity for the group, 
and some of this struggle has 
not always been principled 
(e.g., the splits of several 
years ago) but nonetheless we 
cannot over-react and dispense 
with principles. 


Some of the debate focuses 
on whether the group should be 
socialist or anti-imperialist. 
But if Science for the People 
is to become a mass organiza- 
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tion, this means that socialists 
and anti-imperialists can work 
within the group, but that the 
group itself have less restric- 
tive principles of unity. 


One suggestion is to 
clearly be against U.S. inter- 
ventionism in foreign countries 
(rather than be against im- 
perialism) and to clearly lay 
out the role of the big corpo- 
rations in dominating the 
scientific establishment (rath- 
er than being anti-capitalist 
or pro-socialist). 


Of course, this is one of. 
the trickiest of all points 
for the group to clarify. But 
the point here is that, if 
Science for the People is to 
grow and extend its influence 
nationally as a mass organiza- 
tion, it should have clear 
principles which can be broad 
enough to reach out to thou- 
sands of people (and raise 
their political awareness in 
the process). 


For the group to use anti- 
imperialism and socialism in 
its principles of unity will 
unnecessarily restrict the in- 
fluence of the group. These 
are buzz words, which often- 
times cease to have clear mean- 
ings. It seems that the group 
by its very work and focus can 
take a clear position against 
U.S. interventionism and the 
corporations. 


Seventh, along the lines 
of re-structuring the group, it 
might be helpful to split the 
faculty/scientist arm from the 
student arm. This is not to 
enforce a false separation be- 
tween these group groups, or to 
cater to the whims of profes- 
Sionals, but to increase our 
firepower. Faculty/scientists 
should be involved with research, 
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doing press conferences, speak- 
ing at conferences. Students 
should be involved with rallies, 
writing articles, setting up 
new chapters, and running old 
ones. Both groups should be 
involved with the day-to-day 
operations of the organization. 


This proposal is only meant 
to be an opening shot, only 
meant to stimulate discussion 
and opposing points of view 
which may help to refine the 
points make here. Hopefully, 
it will crystallize the points 
which people already have had 
on their minds, and will counter 
the routinism which oftentimes 
creeps into our work. If this 
proposal helps to stimulate 
discussion and makes the organi- 
zation grow, then it will have 
done its job. 


Furthermore, this does not 
mean that we should adopt the 
structure of UCS and PSR. They, 
of course, have their own prob- 
lems. The point here is that 
we should try to examine what 
aspects of their organizations 
make it possible for them to 
extend their influence so 
greatly. We should, at the 
same time, look at other organ- 
izational structures and models. 
We could learn greatly by tak- 
ing each organization and pick- 
ing apart their good and bad 
aspects. 


In some sense, the work 
of Science for the People is 
unique. There is no other 
organization like it. We can 
Only hope that it continues to 
grow and prosper and provide 
the best analysis and inter- 
pretations in the country. 


Prof. Michio Kaku 
Physics Dept. 
CCNY 


New York, NY 10031 


NATIONAL OFFICE NEEDS 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 


The National Office needs 
the following pieces of office 
equipment: typewriters (pre- 
ferably IBM), a telephone 
answering machine, file cabi- 
nets, a comfortable office chair 
to use while working on the 
computer, and an adding machine 
with a tape read-out. If you 
have any of this equipment and 
want to donate it to the office, 
we will consider it a tax- 
deductible donation and we will 
be forever grateful. Or if 
you know where we can get any 
of this equipment either used 
or real cheap, please let us 
know. 





JOB OPENINGS 


Do you have "talent, 
skills, self-reliance, and 
initiative"? Seek "exciting 
challenging situations that 
demand on-the-spot decisions"? 
Have "the ability to communi- 
cate with diverse people" and 


"an interest in foreign af- 
fairs"? 


If you answered yes to 
all of these questions, then 
we may have the job for you. 
This is "not a career for every- 
body". But those select few 
who are ready for a "respon- 
sible position which demands 
full use of your talents". You 
could "earn membership in an 
elite group" called the CIA. 
Just answer the ad in the Sun- 
day NY Times and start a whole 
new career of espionage and 
intrigue. If it was not stim- 
ulating they would not have 
called it intelligence: 





This newsletter was edited 
by Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, produced by Faye 
Brown and Terri Goldberg, and 
typed by Mary Davis. 


Deadline for the next news- 
letter is MAY 15. Please send 
all material to Miriam Struck 
and Scott Schneider, 1851 
Columbia Road N.W., #109, 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
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VOLUME II, NUMBER 3 June/July 1982 
SAY NO TO FIRST STRIKE of nuclear weapons, especially 
DEMONSTRATION/BLOCKADE: those designed for first strike. 
LIVERMORE NUCLEAR WEAPONS LAB To this end we focus on the role 
LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA of Lawrence Livermore National 


Laboratory, which along with 
Los Alamos is fueling arms es- 


The goal of the Livermore calation. Livermore is in the 
Action Group is to further the final stages of developing first 
cause of: strike weapons such as the MX, 


Trident, and Cruise missiles. 
1. Global nuclear disarmament 
STOP FIRST STRIKE 
2. The de-militarization of WHERE IT STARTS 
American society 


JOIN US IN A MARCH, 


3. A redirection of economic RALLY, AND BLOCKADE 
priorities that provides 
for a more equitable dis- For further information contact: 
tribution of wealth and re- 
sources at home and abroad. Livermore Action Group 

3126 Shattuck Avenue 

We call for a halt to the Berkeley, CA 94703 

design, development, and testing (415) 644-2028 





~ Stop THE WAR DRIVE © 
No INiERveNTiON IN EL SALVADOR! 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


We just returned from the National Conference in Voluntown, 


CT as this Newsletter goes to press. The Conference was very 
successful and renergized us to continue our important work. 

We discussed the magazine, national structure, communications, 
fundraising, organizing, and chapter activities. We will provide 
a full report on the Conference in the next Newsletter. 





STONY BROOK CHAPTER NEWS 


The Stony Brook Chapter 
recently released a report on 
the large-scale contamination 
of Eastern Long Jsland drinking 
water by Tenik , a highly 
toxic pesticide. The report 
charges the Suffolk County De- 
partment of Health Services 
(SCDHS) with mismanagement, in- 
adequate monitoring, and need- 
less public health risks. The 
report also is a call to action: 
For release of more information 
on toxicity and risk, for bet- 
ter monitoring, for compensation 
for damages, for stronger pesti- 
cide testing laws, eg a nation- 
wide ban on Tenik . 


For more information, con- 
tack: Dan Wartenberg, 601 
Graduate Biology Bldg., SUNY, 
Stony Brook, NY 11794 (516) 
246-7684 or Ted Goldfarb, 
Graduate Chemistry Dept., SUNY, 
Stony Brook, NY 11794 (516) 
520-7794 


A RESPONSE TO KAKU'S 
PROPOSAL FOR RESTRUCTURING SftP 


Recently Michio Kaku sub- 
mitted a proposal for "New Di- 
rections and New Structure" for 
Science for the People. He 
suggests that unless we change 
in the way he proposes our mem- 
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Folks say that on nights ke this, when the air is still end the 
humidity high, the ghost of Henrick Hudson: can be seen 
throwing up behind that bush,” 


bership will diminish and we 
will not be able to survive the 
current "motion in the mass 
movement". 


I appreciate Michio's con- 
cern and if we are in danger of 
demise I would certainly con- 
sider it imperative that we 
make some changes to prevent 
that most unfortunate occur- 
rence. Having been born in the 
height of the struggle to and 
the Vietnam War and having sur- 
vived the rather significant 
ebbs and flows in movement ac- 
tivity since then, I do not see 
the justification for Michio's 
dire prediction. Furthermore, 
if change is needed (and per- 
haps it is) I certainly would 
still reject the particular 
prescription he offers. 
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As someone who (by his own 
admission) has not been active 
in SftP, Michio is probably un- 
aware of many of the internal 
debates during which some of 
his key suggestions have been 
considered and rejected. Al- 
though we have no detailed set 
of principles of unity, it seems 
clear that most SftP members 
would reject avoiding the terms 
imperialism and capitalism in 
our internal discussions of the 
issues we confront. We may 
avoid these "buzz words" in some 
of our work with other groups 
but we understand that they have 
meaning which is not conveyed 
by simply considering the role 
of big corporations or opposing 
U.S. intervention in foreign 
countries. 


The organizations Michio 
points to as models -- the 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
(UCS) and Physicians for Social 
Responsibility (PSR) -- play 
a very different role than SftP 
has consciously chosen for it- 
self. Their broader appeal and 
their ability to tap the re- 
sources of elitist scientists 
and physicians is a result of 
the refusal of either of those 
organizations to attempt to 
make a political analysis of 
the root causes of the problems 
they confront. Such an analysis 
would offend and turn off many 
of their members who adhere to 
many Of the values of our cap- 
italist, imperialist society. 
UCS and PSR are valuable re- 
sources for "the movement" -- 
but theirs is not the role of 
offering a coherent radical 
perspective. 


The suggestion that we give 
up our explicit, radical polit- 
-ical positions, broaden our 
membership, and then work within 
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that amorphous political mass 
to raise its political con- 
sciousness is an invitation to 
disaster. Several of our mem- 
bers have attempted to raise 
radical political views in or- 
ganizations like UCS only to 
find ourselves frustrated and 
ostracized. 


Michio's assertion that 
SftP has not taken part in the 
antinuclear movement is simply 
not true. Two issues of the 
magazine have been devoted to 
this struggle and many of our 
members have been very active 
in it. Our role has been to 
attempt to inject a radical 
political analysis into the 
debate about nuclear power. I 
have appeared at several ral- 
lies, forums, and other programs 
with Michio. His role (surely 
a valuable one) has been to 


point out how hazardous the 
technology really is, but he 
has always avoided (consciously 
I am sure) any attempt to 
analyze the role that nuclear 
power has played in the social, 
political, and economic develop- 
ment of this country since 
World War II. It is that sort 
of analysis that is offered by 
SftP and not UCS or PSR. I 
assume that we will play a 
Similar role in the peace move- 
ment. 


There is no question that 
choosing to remain the only 
radical voice among organiza- 
tions that deal with scientific 
and technical issues will pre- 
vent any great swelling of our 
membership or our coffers in 
the near future. I see no rea- 
son to assume that we are faced 
with the choice of rapid expan- 
Sion or extinction. I think 
we should sharpen our politics, 





intensify our recruiting ac- 
tivities, attempt to signifi- 
cantly expand the readership of 
the magazine (as opposed to our 
active cadre) -- but we should 
not abandon our mission! 


Ted Goldfarb 
Stony Brook SftP 





SPECIAL "LEFT SCIENTISM" ISSUE 


(Projected special issues of 
Radical Science Journal. MThe- 
matic contents only are listed 
below; * denotes first draft 
already exists.) 


* Steve Smith, essay review on 
"Bolshevism, Taylorism and 
the Technical Intelligentsia 
in the Soviet Union, 1917-41" 


* Tim Putnam, essay review of 
MacIntyre's Proletarian Sci- 
ence, on the Communist Party 
of Great Britain and Working 
Class Self-Education 


* Douglas Kellner, essay review 
on American Scientistic 
Marxism 


* Antonio Drago on Bogdanov & 
Marxist Theory of Science 


* Les Levidow, review of P. 
Slater (ed.), Outlines of a 
Critiaue of Technology (trans- 
lations of Panzieri, Sohn- 
Rethel, and H-D Bahr) 


Franco Crespi on the science 
& technology debate in the 
Italian revolutionary left 


SPECIAL NUCLEAR ISSUE 


* Clivia Sotomayor, "Nuclear 
Technology in Brazil and 
Argentina: A Capitalist 
Model of Development" 


* Dave Rosenfeld, "Risk Analysis 
in the Nuclear Industry" 


* Bruno Vitale, "The Neutron 
Bomb" 


* Les Levidow, review essay on 
nuclear export & prolifera- 
tion 


BSSRS PEG on The Sizewell In- 
quiry (Britain's first PWR 
reactor) 


Irish Anti-Nuclear Groups, 
"Uranium Mining in Ireland” 


Pauline Jackson, essay review 
on low-level radiation 


Ramana Dhara on pollution ef- 
fects from the Nuclear Fuel 
Complex near Hyderabad 





MICROCOMPUTER NEWS 


Mike McCullough, of the 
computer subgroup of the NY City 
chapter of the Union for Demo- 
cratic Communications, has be- 
gun a newsletter on alternative 
microcomputing called RESET. 


The first issue (April 
1982) has short articles on ex- 
porting computers to South 
Africa, an international com- 
puterized press service for 
third world media, and microcom- 
puters for collective bargain- 
ing. It is currently a two- 
page one-man operation, avail- 
able free to those with an 
active interest in microcomput- 
ing, coming out whenever pos- 
sible. 


Write to Mike McCullough 
or RESET, 90 East 7th Street, 
Apt. 3-A, New York, New York 
10009, or phone (212) 254-3852 
for more information 
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CALL TO WRITERS 


' Southern Exposure, the 
journal of Southern culture and 
political economy seeks previ- 
ously unpublished articles, 
short stories, photographic es- 
Says, or poetry which illuminate 
some aspect of the rich progres- 
Sive tradition of the Southern 
region. Send inquiries and 
Manuscripts to: 


Editors 
Southern Exposure 
P.O. Bou, 531 


Durham, NC 27702 
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JOB OPENING 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


The New York Public Inte- 
rest Research Group, Inc. 
(NYPIRG) is seeking an Executive 
Director. 


Description: The Execu- 
tive Director is responsible 
for the hiring and firing of 
personnel; the supervision of 
a staff numbering 150 (attor- 
neys, researchers, organizers, 
project coordinators); the 
maintaining of financial records 
and the spending of NYPIRG's 
monies according to the budget 
approved by the State Board; 
and the implementation of the 
policy and strategy determined 
by the State Board. The Execu- 
tive Director reports to the 
State Board of Directors. 


Science for the People 
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NYPIRG is New York State's 
largest research and advocacy 
organization, directed by New 
York college and university 
students. NYPIRG's profes- 
Sional staff works to shape 
public policy and develop 
citizenship skills in areas of 
consumer protection, government 
and corporate accountability, 
economic and social justice, 
energy, and environment. 
NYPIRG's community organizing 
project, the Citizens Alliance, 
is a statewide community-based 
membership organization of low 
and moderate income people. 
Community residents work with 
staff organizers on neighborhood 
issues and regional and state- 
wide campaigns. 


NYPIRG is funded by stu- 
dents at member schools, contri- 
butions raised by professional 
canvassers, and government and 
foundation grants. 


Requirements: Advanced 
degree, knowledge of legisla- 
tive process, substantial pub- 
lic interest experience, abil- 
ity to work with diverse con- 
stituencies (students and com- 
munity people), ability to 
travel extensively, proven fund- 
raising ability. 


Salary: Public interest 
level -- negotiable. 


To Apply: Send resume and 
writing sample to: 


Lisa Schwartz, Chairperson 
NYPIRG 

5 Beekman Street 

New York, New-York 10038 


MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY 


WE NEED TO RAISE $5,500 
THE SUMMER!!! 


Immediately, we need $2500 
to pay for the printing of 
the May/June issue. IF WE 
DO NOT RAISE $2500 BY THE 
END OF THE MONTH, WE CANNOT 
PRINT THE JULY/AUGUST ISSUE 
OF THE MAGAZINE, a special 


issue on women and science. 


The other $3,000 we must 

raise this summer is to cover 
our office costs, rent, phone, 
mailings, zerox bills that 
have piled up incredibly, and 
STAFF SALARIES that have NOT 
BEEN PAID FOR TWO WEEKS. 


If every one of youssent us 

$25 TODAY, we could pay all 

of our bills! And, if every 
one of you got one other person 
to subscribe, we'd swim through 
the summer. 


Please do what you can to help 
us through this financially 
difficult time. Send us a 
generous check, or talk to 

a friend about subscribing, 
sell subscriptions to co- 
workers, colleagues, relatives, 
or send us the names of persons 
who might be interested in 
donating money. If you have 
any fundraising brainstorms 

for the summer, call or write 
the National Office. 


Thanks for your support. 





This newsletter was edited 
by Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, produced by Terri 
Goldberg and Faye Brown, and 
typed by Mary Davis. 


Deadline for material sub- 
mitted for the next newsletter 
is July 15. Please send all 
submissions to Miriam Struck/ 
Scott Schneider, 1851 Columbia 
Road N.W., #109, Washington, 
D.C. 20009 


EE 


Science for the People 
897 MAIN STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 











Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 


Boston, MA 
Permit No. 52696 









SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE 





National Newsletter 





Volume 2 Number 4 


August/September 1982 





NATIONAL CONFERENCE REPORT 


The overall impression of 
the National Conference in 
Voluntown, Connecticut on Memor- 
ial Day weekend is that it was 
extremely positive. We accom- 
plished a lot of work and our 
trust and respect for each 
other grew. 


At the Conference our dedi- 
cation to SftP was strengthened 
by meeting people from other 
Chapters and hearing about their 
work. Even though there is a 
shrinking number of active Chap- 
ters, there remains a strong and 
dedicated core of people who are 
still very committed to SftP. 
Most people expressed a revi- 
talized commitment to local or- 
ganizing and solidifying nation- 
al ties. 


Most of the participants 
came from various parts of the 
East Coast -- Boston, Stony 
Brook, New York, Washington, New 
Jersey, Northampton, and Florida. 
Four people attended the Con- 
ference from the San Francisco 
Bay Area Chapter. They spent a 
lot of money and time travelling 
to the Conference which was ap- 
preciated very much. No repre- 
sentative from any Midwest Chap- 
ters came to the Conference. We 
missed their participation, and 
their absence raised concern for 
their future and the National 


Organization. There were sev- 
eral new members at the Con- 
ference and their ideas and 
energy were very helpful. 


Throughout the Conference 
we discussed difficult issues 
around how individuals and groups 
communicate. We resolved to try 
to establish more supportive 
ways to share ideas and infor- 
mation. We think that improving 
how people relate to one another 
will enable us to discuss con- 
troversial political issues more 
constructively. Everyone at 
the Conference worked hard con- 
fronting difficult personal/ 
political issues, especially 
sexism. 


We had a good time sharing 
stories and discussing politics. 
Friendships were established 
and strengthened. Despite con- 
stant rain some of us took ad- 
vantage of the trails through 
the nearby woods for a break 
from the intensity of the meet- 
ings. We had a great time 
boogying at the party Saturday 
night thanks to a few people 
who drove to Rhode Island to 
find beer! As always the Cen- 
ter for Nonviolent Action 
provided great food and hos- 
pitality. 


We made important policy 
decisions about the magazine, 
national structure, and fund- 
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raising. The need for national 
conferences was reinforced and 
we resolved to have one again 
in a year and a half (in the 
Midwest?). The following is 

a synopsis of the Conference 
based on the minutes taken dur- 
ing the sessions. 


SATURDAY PLENARY, MORNING 


After organizing the day's 
agenda, we discussed endoring 
the Third World and Progressive 
People's Coalition for the June 
12 demonstration in New York. 
We endorsed them, but expressed 
reservations about their lack 
of a feminist perspective and 
suggested that a paragraph 
about the need to incorporate 
feminist politics into their 
literature and work be added 
to our endorsement letter. 


We then heard brief reports 
from the Chapters. 


BAY AREA 


The Chapter moved off cam- 


pus but it is trying to re-estab- 


lish campus connections. Most 
of their work has been with com- 
munity groups on militarism and 
the civilian military hospital 
plan. They hold forums and 

give presentations at the meet- 
ings of other groups. 


BOSTON 


The Chapter still centers 
around its activity groups (com- 
puter, sociobiology, magazine, 
etc.) but remains active doing 
outreach, fundraising, and 
maintaining the national office. 
The new disarmament group is 
growing. The Chapter sees SftP 
aS a combination of single issue 
groups and a socialist-feminist 
broad political group. This 








dual structure is its strength. 
Few other groups have both per- 
spectives. This is an opportune 
time to strengthen the organiza- 
tion. We should begin to use 
more visible outreach techni- 
ques, perhaps approaching the 
conventional media to help get 
our message to more people. At 
the same time we should be pro- 
viding our analysis of science 
and technology to the rest of 
the progressive movement. 


STONY BROOK 


The Chapter is smaller but 
active on the nuclear freeze 
campaign and disarmament activ- 
ities. They have been working 
on a ground water contamination 
project on Long Island which has 
gotten good publicity and forced 
local officials to alter some 
pesticide policies. They will 
publish a pamphlet on how to 
confront community toxic waste 
problems. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


The small Chapter has been 
involved in: (1) editing the 
National Newsletter (Boston 
does the layout, printing, and 
mailing); (2) meeting with a 
SftP contact in Austria; and 
(3) organizing for AAAS last 
January. We agreed that our 
presence at AAAS meetings is 
very important. Scott Schneider 
and Miriam Struck are trying 
to get an active chapter off 
the ground. Everyone felt that 
Miriam and Scott have done a 
great job on the Newsletter. 


After the reports, the 
Conference broke into three 
subgroups to discuss activities 
and organizing in SftP. The 
following is a list of sugges- 
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tions that the small groups 
came up with: 


- SftP should target national 
meetings, rallies, and con- 
ferences (AAAS, NSTA, NBTA, 
June 12, etc.). 

- The magazine should include 
histories of radical sci- 
entists and their impact, 
biographies; 

- More action groups should be 
organized; 

- One possible focus or role 
for SftP again might be mili- 
tary research, contributing 
a political analysis to the 
movement; 

- The magazine might reserve 
space for new chapters which 
can write articles as a group 
for chapter-building activ- 
ities; 

- The organization should re- 
print articles from SftP with 
bibliographies for use in 
outreach and promotion and 
teaching. 


Following the small groups the 
Conference broke into two ses- 
sions of 3-4 issues-oriented 
workshops. The following is a 
synopsis of these workshops. 


ENVIRONMENT 


Dan Wartenberg from Stony 
Brook detailed his project on 
pesticide contamination of Long 
Island ground water. The con- 
taminated run-off was kept quiet 
by Union Carbide and the county 
health officials. Beverly 
Chorbajian talked about a local 
town dump near her house in 
Billerica, Massachusetts which 
is suspected to have toxic 
wasted that contaminated nearby 
streams and the ground water. 
Real estate people, tourist 
industry, and chemical indus- 
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tries have a.vested interest = 
keeping these problems quiet. 
There are several suggestions 
SftPers can do: Confront au- 
thorities with technical infor- 
mation, write letters, challenge 
rationale for using pesticides, 
demand newspaper coverage, and 
get legal assistance. 


DISARMAMENT 


The group discussed activ- 
ities in various Chapters around 
disarmament. The East Bay group 
has chosen to work on conven- 
tional arms issues. They are 
planning to collect statistics 
on the percentage of research 
(including private) related to 
the military. Sixty-seventy 
percent of federal money for 
research comes from the Depart- 
ment of Defense, and they esti- 
mates that industry also funds 
a large amount of military re- 
search. The group is working 
on a possible book which would 
be a collection of articles on 
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disarmament and military re- 
search with a class analysis. 
They foresee another Vietnam-type 
war happening and more radical- 
ism on campuses. 


The Boston disarmament 
group began 6-8 months ago. 
They showed several films dur- 
ing Ground Zero Week this past 
spring. The group has not de- 
veloped its analysis, but it 
has done some good outreach. 

A few people have worked with 
Jobs with Peace and other cam- 
paigns. Some people worked on 
a high school curriculum on the 
military with Jobs with Peace. 


The New York group men- 
tioned a number of activities 
in New York around disarmament. 


The group ended by discus- 
sing the possibility of U.S. 
direct military intervention in 
Latin America and the impor- 
tance of working with third 
world groups. They finished 
by discussing the recent article 
in the magazine, "The Present 
War" and who is hurt by the 
Reagan budget cuts. 


SOCIOBIOLOGY (no minutes) 


The Boston sociobiology 
group is making a slide show. 
The group has been a long- 
standing study group on ideo- 
logical issues. They are work- 
ing on a critique of the way 
the mass media has been high- 
lighting biological determinist 
studies and theories. 


COMPUTERS/AUTOMATION (no 
minutes) 


Boston has its own Radio 
Shack TRS 80 Model II for the 
mailing list. The groups dis- 
cussed how the left should use 





computers. How do we control 
technological change, and de- 
sign of new technologies? 


FEMINISM 


The group discussed a wide 
range of issues in the women's 
movement and SftP. A critical 
factor of a feminist analysis 
is its focus on patriarchy and 
how it serves to maintain male 
power. The left is not sensi- 
tive to its patriarchy. A 
Marxist analysis is not adequate 
to understand violence against 
women. For example, third world 
women have been organizing and 
expressed that feminist strug- 
gles have benefited mostly white 
middle class women. The new 
right's glorification of women's 
procreative role is oppressive. 
The struggle against the new 
right is an opportunity to 
broaden the base of the women's 
movement and fight racism. 


There are many women in- 
volved in the new right. Why? 
Some women have a strong re- 
ligious background, feminism is 
threatening to women who have 
modeled their lives on tradi- 
tional roles, and economic sit- 
uation can result in dependencv 
of women on men. We need to 
help the majority of people who 
are pro-choice become more vis- 
ible and active. Some groups 
in the peace movement have wor- 
ried about alienating veople by 
taking a pro-choice position on 
abortion. 


What can SftP do? We could 
examine various feminist analy- 
ses. We need to distinguish 
between institutional and per- 
sonal oppressive roles. The 
history of struggle in SftP 
around women's issues exnibit 
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both aspects of the issues. 
There is obviously still sexism 
in SftP and we should deal with 
it. It seems that every few 


years women in SftP must reas- 
sert themselves. The women's 
movement is being set back on 
all fronts, not just in the 
right but also in the left. 
Economic pressure on women is 
now so great that many women are 
just struggling around bread 
and butter issues. The socio- 
biology grouv has had a history 
of dealing with sexism in their 
group. They have tried hard to 
recruit women, but still have 
very few. One problem is aca- 
demic training and how few women 
have access to academics. 
Another problem is interpersonal 
dynamics. Are people getting 
support? 
is a lot of attention to process 
and personal supportiveness. 
The group proposed that SftP 
pay more attention to process. 
Perhaps using a strong facili- 
tator during meetings to keep 
down competitiveness and give 
people who are not assertive a 
chance to contribute. 
PRESS RELATIONS (no minutes) 

The purpose of this ses- 
sion was to discuss how SftP can 


exploit the media to our benefit. 


SftP should keep in contact with 
free lance writers, send out 
press releases, contact sympa- 
thetic journalists, and adver- 
tise speakers. We should take 
ourselves more seriously, be 
active, not reactive! 


OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 


The workshop began with 
Scott Schneider relating his 
experience working in occupa- 
tional health and safety in the 
unions and why he ended up in 
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that field. He felt it was an 
opportunity to do political work 
in science. 7 
What role should SftP play? 
How would our work be different 
than COSH groups? SftP could 
try and fill the need for more 
research in toxicology, epi- 
demiology in direct cooperation 
with workers and unions. SftP 
has done occupational health and 
safety work for the Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee by writing 
pamphlets on farmwork health and 
safety. We could perform COSH 
Or union-type work if no such 
group exists in an area. We 
could focus on lab worker health 
and safety which is a major is- 
sue now and close to scientists. 
We can also examine hazards in 
high tech and defense industries. 


The goals of our movement 
should be to: (1) empower 
people, create local victories; 
(2) demystify science and health 
for workers; (3) encourage self- 
sufficiency; (4) point out con- 
tradictions of capitalism, make 
the connections of industry 
priority of profits over people; 
and (5) act as an organizing 
tool. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON PLENARY 


Once the small workshops 
ended the entire Conference re- 
convened to share information 
from the workshops and assess 
the Conference. Overall there 
waS a poSitive feeling. How- 
ever, several people expressed 
dismay and frustration with the 
absence of the Midwest, and 
others felt that there was a lot 
of competitiveness and lack of 
unity between Chapters. Before 
the party Saturday night, a sub- 
group met to discuss these is- 
sues further. The subgroup 
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focused on the need for people 
to acknowledge, appreciate, and 
respect each other's work. Sev- 
eral people had been hurt by 
the lack of sensitivity shown 
for how hard people work in SftP 
Chapters. Often groups will be 
so overwhelmed by their own 
needs for support that they are 
not able to understand or sup- 
port the needs of other groups 
and people. These issues were 
brought out in particular be- 
tween members of the Boston 
Chapter and the East Bay Chap- 
ter. We decided to contact 
someone in Ann Arbor to find 
out what was going on in the 
Midwest, their editorial group, 
and why no one attended the 
Conference. 


Saturday night we had a 


great party.... 





Women's Group Report 


A group of women met to 
discuss sexism in SftP generally 
and during the Conference. 
During this session it became 


clear that many women had ex- 
perienced subtle and direct sex- 
ism during the Conference and 

at other times in SftP activ- 
ities. The women organized a 
presentation of their concerns 
to the rest of the Conference. 


It was suggested that time 
be set aside at all SftP Con- 
ferences for women to meet and 
discuss their concerns. We 
tried to set aside time during 
the rest of the Conference to 
discuss what can be done about 
sexism in SftP. Unfortunately, 
time was not available but many 
people met informally to discuss 
the issues raised by the women. 





SUNDAY MORNING 


During the morning there 
was optional free time or a 
men's group and women's group. 
Tony. Iarrobino initiated a ses- 
Sion for men to talk together 
about their feelings. 


Men's Group Report 


The men had discussions in 
groups about their feelings as 
men and as mostly academics. 
They discussed the difficulties 
men have in sharing feelings with 
other men and developing close 
friendships. They also dis- 
cussed the problems most aca- 
demics have interacting on a 
social level rather than an 
academic one. Many academics 
lack the social skills neces- 
sary for close interpersonal 
relations. All participants 
felt the group was excellent. 





























Magazine 


There were two sets of pro- 
posals written before the Con- 
ference; one by the East Bay 
Chapter and one by Terri Gold- 
berg (National Magazine Coordi- 
nator). These were circulated 
during the meeting and provided 
the basis for the discussion on 
the magazine. Copies are avail- 
able from the National office. 


August/September 1982 


SS I TE ES SS SSS ISTE PS EOS 


Terri Goldberg presented a 
very brief overview of how the 
magazine has been rotated be- 
tween three editorial collec- 
tives (ECs) during the past year 
and a half. Individuals ex- 
pressed a diversity of feelings 
about different issues of the 
Magazine. Many people felt that 
the magazine has improved over 
the last two years. 


The group agreed that over- 
all magazine articles should be 
more diverse in their content 
and style. Many people felt 
that there should be more and 
shorter articles. A few guide- 
lines were offered: No more 
than two analytical/academic 
articles per issue, at least 
One article on a community or 
workplace struggle, more inves- 
tigative articles, more articles 
explaining technical information 
that activists can use, more 
humor and opinion pieces, and 
more reviews. Articles with a 
historical analysis should try 
to tie into the present situa- 
tion. 


The group felt that we 
should solicit more articles 
from active people in progres 
sive movements. We should not 
rely on leaders or public fig- 
ures excluSively for articles, 
but try to get people who are 
active on a grassroots level 
in local struggles to write for 
SftP. It is important to en- 
courage collective authorships 
and ECs should give support to 
these efforts. 


The ECs should spend more 
time working on those parts of 
the magazine which the ECs have 
direct control over such as 
"About This Issue" and "News 
Notes". We could use this space 
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to express our collective poli- 
tics and provide some leader- 
ship on issues suggesting ways 
for people to get involved in 
organizing. 


The idea for developing 
two new departments in the mag- 
azine was discussed. In Terri's 
proposal, two new departments 
were suggested: A one-half page 
humor department, and a several- 
page department on a political 
struggle. Some people felt that 
these departments would give the 
magazine greater consistency and 
others felt it would stifle 
creativity of the Editorial Com- 
mittee. The Conference decided 
to develop a process for intro- 
ducing new departments to the 


Magazine. The EC interested in 
a new department should circu- 
late examples of articles and 
get feedback. 


Another problem that was 
mentioned was the lack of debate 
and controversy in the magazine. 
This is reflected in how few 
letters are received. People 
were encouraged to write letters 
to the magazine when they dis- 
agree with an article or want 
to provide more information on 
an issue. 


The East Bay proposal sug- 
gested that author's blurbs not 
emphasize the individual au- 
thor's academic achievements or 
status, but describe the actual 
work done by the author. The 
Conference accepted this idea, 
but decided to write up a policy 
that was more flexible. There 
was a discussion that followed 
about the reliance on academic 
writers in the magazine. 


A subgroup of four people 
volunteered to write up a policy 
statement based on the discus- 


ene ee rere reer eee eee errr ener ene 


sion and the proposals and a 

set of guidelines for diversify- 
ing the magazine. These will 

be incorporated into an Editor- 
ial Handbook, which has not been 
completed at the time this News- 
letter went to press and will 

be available from the National 
Office. 


A schedule for rotation of 
issues among the three ECs for 
1983 was accepted. It is: 


- Jan/Feb Anniversary issue 
coordinated by the East Coast 
Collective with help from the 
West Coast and Midwest Col- 
lectives; 

- Mar/Apr Special issue on 
technology and repression by 
the West Coast Collective; 

- May/June general issue by the 
Midwest Collective; 

- July/Aug Special issue (no 
topic decided yet) by the East 
Coast Collective; 

- Sep/Oct general issue by the 
East Coast Collective; 

- Nov/Dec Special issue (no 
topic yet) by the Midwest (Ann 
Arbor) Collective; and 

- Jan/Feb 1984 general issue by 
the West Coast (Berkeley) 
Collective. 
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The Midwest was contacted and 
agreed to do two issues in 1983. 
The Berkeley group felt that 
they could handle one issue in 
every five. We agreed to work 
toward doing the Anniversary 
issue in January. It was de- 
cided not to have the Anniver- 
Sary issue be an internal re- 
view of SftP history. The idea 
of try to get paid congratula- 
tions ads was endorsed. 


Sunday Afternoon 
Fundraising Workshop: 


Faye Brown circulated a 
proposal prior to the workshop 
which suggested a structure for 
sharing national fundraising re- 
sponsibilities among the dif- 
ferent chapters. The oroposal 
discussed the importance of in- 
tegrating and prioritizing fund- 
raising more clearly into the 
organization's work. For copies 
of this proposal, contact the 
National Office. A report de- 
tailing the fundraising events 
sponsored by the Boston Chapter 
during the last year was cir- 
culated. Close to $4,000 had 
been raised via these activities, 
yet, the National Office was 
still on the verge of another 
summer financial "crisis". 


Faye reviewed the 1982 
budget. We talked at length 
about magazine expenses out- 
weighing magazine income, and 
possible ways we could cut the 
cost of the magazine while pre- 
serving its quality. People 
agreed we must spend more money 
and effort promoting the maga- 
Zine and increasing our circu- 
lation. The direct mail cam- 
paign planned for this fall was 
outlined as an essential step 
for moving SftP towards economic 
self-sufficiency. The neces- 
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sity to do long-term financial 
planning, rather than solely re- 
sponding to each new financial 
crisis, was stressed and agreed 
upon. 


Faye suggested that a major 
part of our fundraising and fi- 
nancial problems come from the 
fact that there has never existed 
an organizational mechanism for 
planning and carrying out fund- 
raising activities. The group 
discussed and reached agreement 
on the need to establish a 
national finance committee. 
Such a committee would work in 
conjunction with the national 
fundraiser and would include 
representatives from the three 
major chapters. Specific con- 
Siderations about the way such 
a committee would relate to the 
national decision-making body 
as well as the type of deci- 
sions it would make were post- 
poned to the evenings plenary. 


We talked about the need 
to do more skill-sharing as a 
means to imorove our fundrais- 
ing skills. Members of the 
Boston Chanter reviewed the 
events they sponsored during 
the last year from the raffle 
to the cocktail party and des- 
cribed the successes and fail- 
ures of each from an organiza- 
tional standpoint. Connie and 
Ray described how they can or- 
ganize a party in their sleep 
because they have done it so 
Many times now. Members of the 
East Bay Chapter talked about 
different kinds of fundraising 
activities they had been en- 
gaged in from bookstore sales 
to flea markets to literature 
tables and their problems in 
raising money. Dave K. Des- 
cribed how selling coffee and 
donuts worked at Ann Arbor. We 
brainstormed on potential fund- 
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raising ideas for the coming 
year. It was decided to try 

to have certain annual events, 
like parties, which we are good 
at doing, while also choosing 
one or two new events a year. 





SUNDAY EVENING PLENARY 


National Decision Making 
Structure 


Since the last National 
Conference, the National Deci- 
sion-Making Committee (NDMC), 
has consisted of one represen- 
tative from each region. Dur- 
ing the past year the group made 
endorsements, agreed on exchang- 
ing mailing lists, discussed the 
trip to Italy for the Interna- 
tional Radical Science Journals 
Conference, and established who 
has editorial control over the 
Newsletter, among other issues. 
The Committee helped the staff 
with policy and administrative 
decisions. The concern that 
the Committee never communicated 
its decisions to the Chapters 
was raised. Questions were 
raised about when to initiate 
national decision-making, what 
is important, and how much money 
they have for communications. 


We decided to continue its 
present structure (one represen- 
tative from each region) with 
new members to take over when 
appropriate and to define its 
tasks more clearly (see final 
decision later in this report). 


We agreed that national 
fundraising is important and,. 
until a formal structure evolves, 
the Committee will be respon- 
sible for review of the budget 
and national fundraising activ- 
ities. We also agreed that each 
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Chapter will have a fundraising 
committee which develops local 
projects. These committees will 
appoint a liaison who will be 
responsible for communicating 
with the other Chapters and the 
NDMC. A national finance per- 
son will coordinate the groups. 
The NDMC will have final au- 
thority for reviewing and es- 
tablishing policy decisions. 


We discussed the selection 
process for representatives to 
international meetings, con- 
ferences, etc. We accepted the 
West Coast proposal for con- 
ference participant selection 
criteria. We decided that the 
cost of the trip should be 
shared equally by SftP, the 
sponsor of the meeting, and the 
individual. For future SftP 
national conferences, we decided 
to try to raise money to fly at 
least one person from each Chap- 
ter. 


MONDAY MORNING PLENARY 


Magazing Guidelines 


The magazine guidelines 
and policies were finalized to 
reflect clearly the consensus 
of the previous discussion. New 
decisions and ideas included: 


- Each EC should designate a 
liaison to communicate with 
other ECs by June 30. 

- Ideas for articles for the 
Anniversary issue should be 
circulated by June 30. 

- The Anniversary issue should 
be designed as a useful tool 
for organizing. 

- We should try to get the mag- 
azine out earlier so that it 
gets on the newstand more 
quickly. 

- When an EC circulates an 
article to the other ECs for 


review, it should remove the 
author's name so the reviewers 
will not be influenced by 
his/her prestige (or lack of 
it). 


National Decision-Making 
Committee 


The following is the structure 
for the National Decision-Making 
Committee: 


- The Committee shall consist 
of three regional represen- 
tatives. At present, these 
shall be from Boston, Ann 
Arbor, and Berkeley Chapters. 

- The Committee will make de- 
cisions on questions originat- 
ing from local chapters or 
at the request of the national 
or regional staff persons. 
Decisions shall be by con- 
sensus. If any one of the 
members feels it necessary to 
consult the contact persons 
in the functioning chapters 
in his/her region, all Com- 
mittee members will do so be- 
fore consensus is attempted. 
All decisions will be pub- 
lished promptly in the Na- 
tional Newsletter. Conference 
calls will be used whenever 
possible so that the Committee 
can evaluate together the 
weight to be given dissenting 
Opinions in any region. 

- All decisions involving fund 
allocations will be discussed 
with national staff by at 
least one Committee member be- 
fore a decision is reached. 

- Members will be enthusiastic 
volunteers from the Chapters. 
They shall serve for one year. 
They may be removed by a ma- 
jority vote of the members of 
the Chapters in their regions. 
The voting process shall be 
organized by the Chapter wish- 
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ing their removal. Both sexes 
shall be represented if pos- 
sible. 

One Committee member will 
serve as Committee coordina- 
tor. This person will be re- 
sponsible for keeping track 

of all commitments made to 

the national organization by 
any Chapter in his or her 
region. The Committee members 
may initiate processes to re- 
allocate responsibilities of 
tasks not being fulfilled by 
local Chapters. 

All expenses for telephone and 
postage incurred by members 
shall be reimbursed by the 
national office. 


The size and composition cf 
the Committee shall be changed 
at future national conferences 
to reflect distribution and 
size of Chapters. 

The Committee will also serve 
as the national committee on 
financial matters, reviewing 
the budget prepared by the 
national staff each year. 
They will assess the yearly 
fundraising requirements and 
suggest and review projects 
of the local and regional fund- 
raising bodies. They will 
authorize significant expen- 
ditures of national funds. 
Final decisions on changes in 
or creation of materials to 
publicize the national organ- 
ization including those in 
the magazine, decisions on 
pay, job description, selec- 
tion of national staff, and 
selection of representatives 
for national or international 
meetings shall be made by the 
Committee. 

Prices of the magazine and 
subscription rates shall be 
set by the Committee. Small 
scale promotional pricing 
schemes appropriate to par- 
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ticular events should be 
cleared with the regional mem- 
ber of the Committee who will 
inform the full Committee. 

All decisions reserved herein 
to the National Decisions Mak- 
ing Committee shall be made in 
a way which fully recognizes 
the important and at times 

the decisive role that should 
be and can only be played by 
the members who do the work 
(such as job interviewing) 
that provides the basis for 
decisions/ 





Chapter Building 


chapter building projects. 


We discussed ideas for 
The 


following ideas were presented: 


We design a Chapter building 
packet to help new groups. 
SftPers who travel should set 
up meetings with existing 
groups or potential new groups. 
The National Office should 
publicize SftP resources more 
frequently. 

Someone draft a Chapter build- 
ing proposal (Connie Phillips 
volunteered the Boston Steer- 
ing Committee). 

SftP prioritize organizing at 
AAAS. 

Chapters should work on spe- 
cific projects and build new 
action groups. 

SftP chapters should work on 
building groups of scientifi- 
cally oriented activists to 
help victims of pollution, 
automation, etc. 

Chapters should communicate 
upcoming Chapter activities 


il 
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and evaluate the successes and 
problems of its activities 
in the Newsletter. 

- Fundraising activities and 
organizing activities should 
not be separated. 

- SftP should work towards hiring 
regional organizers. 

- SftPers who are not in Chap- 
ters should try to take on 
projects that will help the 
organization (such as the de- 
velopment of an index or 
bibliographies). 


Problems 


We also identified several 
problems that remain unresolved: 


- The National Organization pro- 
vides no direction for people 
trying to start new Chapters. 


- Once there are interested 
people gathered together, 
groups seem unable to take 
the next step into action or 
study. 

- We have a national structure 
for fundraising, decision mak- 
ing, editorial work, but we 
do not have a national struc- 
ture for organizing. 

- There is a need for regional 
organizing staff, but money 
and resources cannot be de- 
veloped to pay staff until 
more chapters are established 
and grow. It is difficult 
to establish chapters and 
maintain ongoing activities 
without staff -- a "Catch 22". 

- Peter Downs has done a great 
job on the Internal Discus- 
sion Bulletin (IDB) over the 
last year, but he will not be 
able to do it any longer. 

The IDB has been sent to Chap- 
ters over the past year and 
people not in Chapters did 

not see it. We need someone 
to take over IDB production. 
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No one at the Conference vol- 
unteered for this task. Any- 
one interested? Many people 
at the Conference expressed 
the need for a place where 
ideological/internal organ- 
izational discussion can take 
place. The Newsletter should 
not serve this purpose. Con- 
tact the National Office if 
you are interested in working 
on the IDB. 


EVALUATION -OF THE CONFERENCE 


The following are the com- 
ments that individuals had about 
the Conference: 


- The chapter reports were too 
superficial. 

- The Conference should have 
scheduled more informal time. 


- Discussions of sexism should 
be incorporated into the Con- 
ference and not scheduled 
separately. 

- People were willing to take 
risks and express feelings 
during the Conference which 
were very positive. 

- We need to be clearer about 
the purpose of discussions 
and need stronger facilitation 
of meetings. 

- The Conference revitalized 
energy for SftP. 

- Ambition is too often seen as 
a form of individualism. We 
need a new kind of collective 
ambition. 

- We need to feel good about 
our successes as well as work- 
ing on our shortcomings. 

- Where are the Third World 
people in SftP? We pass over 
racism and spend more time 
confronting sexism. 

- We need more small discussion 
groups to get to know one 
another ‘better. 
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- We need more skill-sharing 
workshops. 


This report was prepared 
by Faye Brown, Terri Goldberg, 
and Connie Phillips and is based 
primarily on notes from Con- 
ference participants. We hope 
we did not overlook anything. 
We welcome Conference pvartici- 
pants to write to the Newsletter 
with additions, comments on 
after-conference-thoughts. For 
copies of the proposals men- 
tioned in this report, contact 
the National Office. 





WASHINGTON, D.C. HOLDS 
FIRST CHAPTER MEETING 


On June 25, ina small 
cramped room in Dupont Circle, 
several old members of Science 
for the People and several new- 
comers got together to discuss 
"what is Science for the Peo- 
ple" and talked about forming 
a Washington, D.C. Chapter. 

The group consisted of 14 peo- 


ple including artists, elec- 
trical engineers, social workers, 
chemists, etc. They found out 
about the meeting through a 
mailing to all magazine sub- 
scribers in the area and to 
those who had signed up at the 
AAAS meeting last January. 


After a brief history of 
the organization by Miriam 
Struck and introductions, Irv 
Wainer showed his slideshow 
"Science and: the Question of 
Human Equality". The show dis- 
cusses the history of scien- 
tific racism and also draws 
some conclusions about racism 
in the U.S., tying it to the 
history of the South as a U.S. 
colony. 


Everyone seemed interested 
in keeping the group going and 
a second meeting was set for 
August 5. All those attending 


will receive a copy of the 
pamphlet "Towards a Science 
for the People" for discussion 
at the next meeting. 
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BAY AREA CHAPTER REPORT 


From two new members of 
our Chapter, Gertraud Mueller 
and Berthold Mateanke, we have 
learned something about the 
German radical science movement 


and magazine Wechesel Wirkung 
(see back cover SftP). 
Wirkung is a quarterly maga- 
zine, Slightly longer than SftP, 
Similarly distributed and 
priced, but it is economically 
supported entirely through its 
sales (about 5,000-6,000 copies) 
because the staff is volunteer 
rather than paid.. Focus of both 
Magazine and organization is an 
academic audience and theory 
with little emphasis on direct 
political or scientific acti- 
vism. This theoretical focus 
partly reflects the degree of 
overt regulation and intimida- 
tion of German citizens through, 
for example, centralized com- 
puterization of information on 
individuals such as residential 
moves, health issues, job 
changes, etc. 


Locally, the Bay Area Chap- 
ter is focused on two problems: 
Interest areas and money. Of 
the former, the militarism sub- 
group (researching the percent- 
age of all scientists and en- 
gineers engaged in military 
related research and develop- 
ment) and work on our next 
theme magazine issue (repres- 
sion and science) absorbs much 
of our time. We will be trying 
new things in fundraising. One 
of the most exciting of these 
will be an alternative prison 
tour of Alcatraz Island con- 
ducted by a knowledgeable SftP 
member and possibly a local 
prisoner's rights organization 
(already writing an article for 
the revression issue). 
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A fuller report will 
follow. 


In closing, here is a list 
of West Coast National Repre- 
sentatives: 


Decision Making: 
Dave Kadlecek 
2014 Colony, #18 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
415/960-3639 


Magazine Liaison: 
(general) 
Steve Nadel 
10 Moss Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94710 
415/653-1493 


(For East Bay Issue) 
Enrigue Becali 
3451 18th St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415/626-6588 


Fundraising: 
Ross Flewelling 
1245 Virginia St. 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
415/526-4013 


SCIENCE FOR THE 
PEOPLE IN AUSTRIA 


Scott Schneider and Miriam 
Struck turned in a report on 
their visit with Michael Huben- 
storf, a member of Kritische 
Medizin in Vienna. Kritsche 
Medizin is a Science for the 
People-type group of doctors in 
Austria. They have study groups 
to do a radical critique of 
medicine and health care in 
Austria and publish a magazine 
Eingriffe (Intervention). It 
comes out four times a year. 
The most recent issues were 
theme issues. One is on health 
care in Nicaragua and features 
an article about members of the 
collective who travelled to 
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Nicaragua and helped set up hos- ciate the kind notes and words 
pitals in the countryside. of encouragement all of you 
sent. They will help sustain 
Another issue is solely us through the summer as much 
devoted to an expose done by the as your contributions wil! 
group of a Nazi psychiatrist who S£ftP members, you're great!! 


was recently appointed head of 
an Austrian mental hospital. 

Dr. Heinrich Gross, during the 
war, brought "defective" chil- 




















dren from Hamburg to Vienna to OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 
experiment on them and kill PROJECT IN NICARAGUA 
them. By covering up his past, 
he got his new appointment in The American Public Health 
Vienna. He also is used fre- Association's Occupational 
quently as an expert witness in Health Section has started a 
osychiatric trials. Kritsche technical assistance project in 
Medizin was sued for libel for Nicaragua. As of last November, 
their expose of Dr. Gross, but Nicaragua had only one physi- 
has won every appeal along the cian trained in occupational 
way. Most recently, the group health and no industrial hy- 
participated actively in the gienists or monitoring equip- 
masSive anti-nuclear war demon- ment. When 56 of 152 workers 
stration in Vienna on May 15. at a chloralkali plant were 
found to have mercury poison- 
They are very interested ing, no equipment was available 
in keeping in contact with SftP to take air samples and investi- 
and are especially interested gate the problem. The purvose 
in recent articles in the maga- of the project is to provide 
Zine on the Pentagon's Civilian assistance for the country, to 
and Military Hospital Contingency train professionals in indus- 
Plan (see SftP May/June 1982). trial hygiene and occupational 
If you would like to contact medicine, to educate workers to 
them their address is: recognize work hazards, to do 
Dr. Michael Hubenstorf workplace monitoring, to improve 
Marriennengasse Sanitation and working condi- 
28/8 Wien A-1090 tions, and to inspect the most 
Austria hazardous factories. The pro- 
The SftP National Office has ject desperately needs industrial 
copies of their publications for hygiene equipment for air mon- 
those who read German. itoring and noise monitoring, 
personal protective equipment, 
balances, reference books, 
SUMMER FUND APPEAL films in both Spanish and Eng- 
A SUCCESS lish, and donations of time and 
money. All donations are tax 
A special thanks to all deductible. Send donations or 
of you who responded to our inguiries to: 
summer fund appeal. Since the Northern California Ecu- 
last Newsletter, we have re- menical Council 
ceived more than $4,500 in 942 Market St., 7th Floor 
donations and have paid most of San Francisco, CA 94102 
our bills!!! We greatly appre- NICA/Technical Aid Project 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Boston Committee for 
Medical Aid to El Salvador has 
initiated a national petition 
to show health community opposi- 
tion to U.S. intervention in 
Central America. We want to 
interest all sectors of the 
health care community in taking 
up the petition drive, both in 
their workplaces and in their 
organizations. We want to in- 
terest doctors, nurses, dentists, 
nursing home workers as well as 
nutritionists, social workers, 





WORKLIFE IN SWEDEN 


Palle Ehn, Dan Sjogren, 
and Aoke Sandberge from the 
Arbeitslivscentrum (Worklife 
Center) in Stockholm recently 
came to Washington on a working 
vacation to the States. We had 
a chance to talk with them 
about their work and politics. 
The Center is funded by the Work 
Environment Fund, a fund paid 
for by a tax on employers. 


The purpose of the Center 


is to improve communication and 
cooperation between scientists 
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physical therapists, mental 
health workers, health science 
faculties -- the broadly defined 
health care community. 


We are seeking the support 
of individuals through signa- 
tures and health related organ- 
izations through co-sponsorship 
or support of the petition 
drive. More than 2,000 of the 
petitions have been distributed 
across the country. We hope 
that you will be able to help 
in this effort. The address is: 


P.O. Box 796 Astor Station 
Boston, MA 


02123 





and workers in improving working 
conditions. Scientists take 
cues from the workers as to how 
work stations could be rede- 
Signed to make work better. 
Then they use their technical 
expertise to accommodate the 
workers' needs. The goal is to 
allow workers to work collec- 
tively, to rotate jobs, etc. 
For example, a work station at 
a carpenter shop was designed 
to be raised or lowered to ac- 
commodate workers of different 
heights when jobs are rotated. 
Lighting was improved, tools 
made more accessible, etc.; all 
based on worker suggestions. 
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They are also working very 
closely with the Swedish Typo- 
graphical Union to improve 
quality of work in print shops. 
The emphasis has been on solu- 
tions which are easy to install 
and cheap, especially since they 
are working with small busi- 
nesses. 


They are very interested 
in Science for the People and 
felt a close kinshiv with us in 
politics and philosophy. We 
loaded them up with magazines 
and flyers which they are taking 
back to Sweden to spread the 
gospel. They have promised to 
get their library to subscribe 
and tell all their friends to 
do likewise. Their address, if 


you are ever in Stockholm, is: 
Arbeits livscentrum 
Box 5606, S-114 86 
Stockholm, Sweden 





ENVIRONMENT MAGAZINE TO 
PUBLISH SPECIAL ISSUE 
ON RECOMBINANT-DNA 


"Recombinant DNA - The 


Biggest Game in Town", a special 
issue of Environment magazine, 
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will be available August l, 
1982. Focusing on the new bio- 
technology and the complex is- 
sues raised by its development, 
the special issue will present 

a comprehensive overview of this 
dynamic scientific field: 


- Is the new technology safe? 

- Who owns its products? 

- What are the ethical con- 
Siderations? 

- How will priorities be set? 

- What are the military impli- 
cations? 


Articles by noted scien- 
tists and authors such as 
Sheldon Krimsky of Tufts Univer- 
sity; Jonathan King of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology; Susan Wright of the 
University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor; and E. E. David, Jr., 
President of Exxon ReSearch and 
Engineering Company will dis- 
cuss the issues of commercializ- 
ing the new technology, of the 
growing move toward greater 
industry support of academic 
research, and the questions in- 
evitably being asked about safe- 
guards on potential abuse. 


Cost is $3.50 each or bulk 
rates are available. 





This Newsletter was edited 
by Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, produced by Terri 
Goldberg and Faye Brown and 
typed by Mary Davis. 


DEADLINE for the next Newsletter 
is SEPTEMBER 15th. Please send 
all material to Miriam Struck 
and Scott Schneider, 1851 
Columbia Road N.W., #109, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. 
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SCIENCE FOR ThE PEOPLE MEMBERS FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY JOINED TO 
TOGETHER AT THE JUNE 12 PEACE MARCH AND RALLY IN NEW YORK. 
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BOSTON CHAPTER 


The Disarmament subgroup 
has gotten a grant to work ona 
position paper in favor of con- 
version in Massachusetts. The 
objective is to show why it 
should happen and exposing the 
political power of the defense 
industry in Massachusetts. The 
book will be aimed at unions. 


A forum on the Mideast is 
being planned to take place 
within the next two months. 


A direct mailing campaign 
to gain new subscribers is being 
launched in October. About 
50,000 pieces will be mailed 
out to mailing lists from several 
left periodicals. If you re- 
ceive a mailing, please pass it 
on to a friend. 


BALTIMORE CHAPTER 


September 21 was the first 
general meeting of the Baltimore 
Chapter of Science for the 
People. Their contact person 
is: 


Pat Loy 
3553 Chesterfield Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21213 
301/483-3532. 


A report from their meeting will 
be in the next newsletter. 


EAST BAY CHAPTER REPORT 


Our militarism group is 
meeting regularly and we are 
putting together a collection 
of articles covering the entire 
topic of militarism. It may be 
called something like "War is 
Peace, Lies are Truth -- A 
Primer on U.S. Militarism". 
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MIDWEST/ANN ARBOR 
CHAPTER REPORT 


The Midwest Chapter, though 
unfortunately absent from the 
National Conference, is alive 
and active. While there is a 
need to revitalize certain seg- 
ments of the Chapter and attract 
new members, the level of in- 
volvement on the part of the 
already-committed remains high. 


The Farm Labor Research 
Project (FLRP), initiated by 
SftP, has assisted the Farm 
Labor Organizing Committee 
(FLOC) in implementing a field 
pesticide study which will en- 
able farmworkers to resist the 
high levels of toxicity to 
which they have been almost re- 
lentlessly exposed. The re- 
search carried out by FLRP, will 
be extended to other areas 
(legal, etc.). In the meantime, 
FLRP responds to the need for 
a science by the people through 
its direct involvement with the 
farmworkers themselves. 


The Ann Arbor Chapter re- 
mains committed to disarmament 
activities working both within 
local SftP study groups and in 
the larger, statewide coalition, 
the Michigan Alliance for Dis- 
armament (MAD). MAD was begun 
in Ann Arbor, in June 1982 (due 
largely to efforts of SftP mem- 
bers), and has since expanded 
rapidly, providing a visible 
presence within the Midwest 
anti-militarism network. 


NEW MIDWEST COORDINATOR 


Beginning in mid-September, 
Brian Schultz will replace Judy 
Allen as Midwest Coordinator. 
Brian has been active with FLOC 
and as a long-time SftP mem- 
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ber, will provide experience 
and political commitment to the 
position. A more complete bio- 
graphical note is planned for 
the next newsietter. 


MIDWEST EDITORIAL 
COLLECTIVE 


The Midwest Editorial Col- 
lective has finally completed 
the November issue which 
focuses on problems/issues 
within the medical establish- 
ment and the possible responses 
and challenges to that struc- 
ture which should come from the 
left. This is the first issue 
edited by the newly-formed 
standing Midwest EC. A special 
Nicaragua issue is planned for 
May 1983. 


PARTING WORDS TO 
TERRI AND FAYE 


It is with great regret 
that we say goodbye to Terri and 
Faye. We wish you the best as 
you go on to bigger and better 
things. We also want to say 
that your excellent work on be- 
half of SftP has not gone un- 
noticed. We appreciate the long 
hours, hassles, and struggles 
even though we may not have said 
it enough. 


UNEMPLOYED? 
WORK FOR SCIENCE 
FOR THE PEOPLE! 


Notices have gone out to 
Chapters and left and progres- 
Sive publications! We are look- 
ing for a magazine coordinator 
with editing and production ex- 
perience. We are also looking 
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for an office coordinator to 
organize, fund raise, etc. 
Salary is $9,000/year including 
benefits for 35 hours/week or 
$10,000/year including benefits 
for 40 hours/week. Ideal start- 
ing date is November 15 so that 
new staff can be trained by the 
old. Women and minorities are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 
Send resumes to: 


Science for the People 
897 Main Street 
Cambridge, MA 02139. 


Deadline is October 15 or ASAP. 


Q@: REAGAN- 
omics 

_ A: Does not 
compute 





GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT! 


Give a subscription to 
SftP to your favorite friend or 
relative this December. People 
love to get Science for the 
People for Christmas/Hanukah. 
So put SftP on your list of gifts 
to give this year and send us 
$12/sub and the names and addres- 


ses Of your friends and we'll send 


them a card announcing your gift. 
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In the next month you will 
receive a copy of SftP's read- 
ers survey. We hope you will 
take the time to answer the 
questions and tell us what 
you like or dislike about the 
magazine. We have made a lot of 
changes in the magazine over the 
last two years. We need your 
feedback in order to assess 
whether we are heading in 
the right direction. 


We'll let you know in an 
upcoming newsletter what our 
readers told us about the 
magazine. When you fill out the 
survey and mail it back, we'll 
extend your subscription by 
One issue to show our appreci- 
ation for your support. 





CONFERENCES TO ATTEND 
"Work and Health" in Holland. 


Our colleagues in Holland 
at the Dutch radical science 
journal REVOLUON are planning 
a one-day Conference Thursday, 
March 31,1983, in Nijmegen, 
Holland. The Conference will 
focus on radical or alternative 
science practice. The theme 
will be "work and health". 
Groups who do alternative sci- 
ence from several countries 
have been invited to address 
the Conference. Science for 
the People has been invited to 
send someone and REVOLUON has 
offered to subsidize our rep- 
resentative by $150-$200. 
Please write the office co- 
ordinator in the national 
office if you hope to attend. 


CONFERENCE ON HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL CHANGE 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 


Conference Topics: 

Nicaragua and El Salvador: 
Roots of Health and Disease; 

Human Rights and U.S. Foreign 
Policy; 

Land Reform, Food 
and Nutrition; 

Psychological and Medical 
Consequences of Repres- 
sion; 

Building the Health Solidar- 
ity Movement. 


Production 


Two exiled Salva- 

doreans 

Dr. Helen Rodriquez-Trias 

Dr. Robert Belman, Vice 
President (Latin America) 
of the American Public 
Health Association 


Speakers: 
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Date: 
Saturday, October 30, 1982 
8:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Place: 


New York University School 
of Medicine 

550 lst Avenue 

New York, New York 


Registration fee: 
Sliding scale. 


For more information write to: 
Committee for Medical Aid 
to El Salvador 
Planetarium Station 
P.O. Box 384 


New York, New York 10024 
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The International Confer- 


ence on Office Work and New 
Technology will be held at the 
Parker House, Tremont and School 
Streets, Boston, MA, October 
28-29. Participantsinclude rep- 
resentatives of the European 
Economic Community, the German 
Work Humanization Program, and 
the management and trade union 
personnel from Svensk Telever- 
ket, the telephone company of 
Sweden. 
Health, alternative approaches 
to the computerized office, of- 
fice mobility, and the role and 
responsibility of the computer 
industry. If interested in at- 
tending or receiving the pub- 
lished proceedings, contact: 


Working Women Education 
Fund 

1224 Huron Road, 3rd Floor 

Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

216/566-9308. 


The Conference fee is $75. 


We are pleased to announce 
an international conference on 
"Women, Fascism, Everyday Life" 
at Ohio State University, 

April 28-30, 1983. The Con- 
ference will be held in con- 
junction with Christa Wolf's 
Distinguished Visiting Profes- 
sorship at OSU in German and 
Women's Studies during the 
spring quarter of 1983. Christa 
Wolf will give the keynote ad- 
dress at the Conference. Con- 
tact by January 1, 1983: 


Professor Helen Fehervary 
Ah Conference 

Dept. of German 

Dieter Cuna Hall 314 

Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
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By Corol XSimpson 


CONFERENCE ON DIRECT 
WORKERS' PARTICIPATION 
IN MATTERS OF WORK SAFETY 
AND HEALTH 


The Conference, sponsored 
by the Vienna Centre, in co- 
operation with the Institute 
of Psychology of the Italian 
National Research Council, will 
be held November 5-7, Castel 
Gandolfo (near Rome) Italy. 
Participants should share the 
view that workers are an ir- 
replaceable source of expertise 
in matters of work health and 
safety. Abstracts of potential 
contributions, including essays, 
reports, comprehensive studies, 
are due by September 11. Lodg- 
ing provided. Contact: 


Helmut Wintersberger,,. 
Grunangergasse 2 

P.O. Box 974 

A-1011 Vienna, Austria. 
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REPRINTS AND PACKETS AVAILABLE 
FROM SFTP 


Science for the Paople 
publishes more than the magazine. 
We have published books, packets, 
and reprints. These are great 
resources for use in classrooms 
and organizing campaigns. The 
following are available from 
the National Office: 

--Science and Liberation, ed. 
by Rita Arditti, Pat Brennan, 
and Steve Cavrak, $6.50. 

--Feed, Need, Greed, by the 
Boston Food and Nutrition Group, 
$5.50. 

--Sociobiology Packet, by the 
Boston Sociobiology Group, $4.00. 
--Biology As A Social Weapon, 

by Ann Arbor SftP, $7.95. 

--Women and Health Packet, 
reprints of article from SftP, $l. 

--"Tampons: Looking Beyond Toxic 
Shock," by Judith Beck and C. 
Oram, reprinted from SftP, 1981, 
$0.50. 

--"Health Care Under Seige:El 
Salvador," by the Bay Area 
Chapter of the Committee for 
Health Rights in El Salvador, 
reprinted from SftP, 1982, 
$0.50. 





FIGHT AGAINST NUCLEAR 
POWER IN HONG KONG 


During the past two years, 
there has been speculation 
that the China Light and Power 
Company (a "franchised" utility 
company in Hong Kong, which 
has a legal monopoly over the 
electricity-producing market) 
would be entering into a joint 
venture with China to construct 
a nuclear power plant on the 
border between China and Hong 
Kong. The vlant will be the 
first commercial reactor for 
China, and will be built ata 
location near Hong Kong, a 
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British colony with a dense 
population of more than five 
million. The most heavily pop- 
ulated city on earth will be 
fifty kilometers downwind, and 
yet the authorities have re- 
fused to reveal details of the 
proposal to the people of the 
colony. 


In May of 1982, a Joint 
Organization of Concern of Nu- 
clear Energy (JOCNE) was formed 
in Hong Kong consisting of the 
Hong Kong Conservancy Associa- 
tion, the Asia Monitor Resource 
Center, and the Hong Kong Stu- 
dent Christian Movement. The 
objectives of the JOCNE are to 
demand the disclosure of in- 
formation from responsible 
authorities, and to initiate a 
mass education campaign on 
nuclear power and its conse- 
quences. The JOCNE held a press 
conference and a public seminar 
in early June entitled "Shenzhen 
and the Nuclear Power Plant and 
Hong Kong" to communicate to 
the press and the general pub- 
lic the information which has 
surfaced to date. However, in 
response to public concern 
about the details of the pro- 
posed plant, China Light and 
Power and the Hong Kong Govern- 
ment have refused to disclose 
any further information other 
than that a "feasibility study" 
has been completed with the 
Guangdung Electric Authority. 


The JOCNE has been con- 
centrating its efforts ona 
mass education campaign using 
a slidefilm, Acceptable Risk?, 
produced by the NARMIC (adapted 
and translated into Chinese) 
and a Chinese pamphlet on nu- 
clear power which will be dis- 
tributed to the public. 


JOCNE .also plans to have 
Dr. Rosalie Bertell, the Ameri- 
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can cancer researcher who has 
pioneered techniques for measur- 
ing the effects of radiation 

on human health, conduct a sem- 
inar in Hong Kong aimed espe- 
cially at the medical and sci- 
entific communities here. 


JOCNE would like to keep 
in touch with anti-nuke groups 
in the U.S. and around the 
world. You can write to them 


c/o Ms. Trini Leung 
17/FC, 2 Man Wan Road 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 
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LANDIS CITED 


Dave Kadlechek, an East 
Bay member, reports that Fred 
Landis' article and Science 
for the People were cited in a 
letter to the Editor of the San 
Jose Mercury-News last month. 
The letter was in response to 
a report in the newspaper al- 
leging that there is no CIA or 
U.S. involvement aimed at de- 
stabilizing Nicaragua. 
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What Future for Motherhood: 
The Politics of Keproductive 
Technologies 

We are soliciting manuscripts 
for an anthology on reproductive 
technologies which we hope will 
reflect a wide and international 
feminist perspective. By "repro- 
ductive technologies" we mean not 
only procedures affecting concep- 
tion and pregnancy but also abor- 
tion, sterilization, and neonatal 
intensive care. 


We see women biologists, health 
care workers, lawyers, philoso- 
phers, social workers, and repro- 
ductive rights activists among our 
contributors in addition to women 
who have personally experienced 
any form of reproductive technol- 
ogy. We are particularly inter- 
ested in work from lesbians, 
physically challenged women, and 
women of color from a variety of 
countries. We wish to include 
fiction as well as non-fiction, 
anda we encourage contributions of 
poetry and visionary science 
fiction, 


If you are interested in con- 
tributing, please send a 1-2 page 
outline no later than January 31, 
1983. The final pieces should not 
exceed 20 double-spaced pages, and 
will be due April 30th, 1983. We 
hope this book will be a volume 
in the Athene Series published by 
Pergamon Press Ltd. New York and 
Oxford (eds. Gloria Bowles and 
Renate Duelli Klein), and we are 
able to provide a small honorarium 
to contributors, 


kenate Duelli Klein 

22 Pilgrim's Lane 
London, NW3 

britain 

Shelley Minden 

5235 b. 3rd Ave, 
Denver, Colorado 80220 
USA 


TV ADDICTS UNITE: 


National Public Radio re- 
cently interviewed Jack Domingo, 
head of a new organization of 
TV addicts in California called 
the "Couch Potatoes", so titled 
because they reside on the couch 
and are all eyes. They are af- 
fectionately known as "tubers". 
Until they merged, they had a 
ladies auxilary called the 
"Couch Tomatoes", whom they 
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claimed suffered from "Zenith 
envy", but they do not believe 
in that anymore.. They also have 
a children's group called the 
"Tater Tots". Domingo claims 
TV can be very instructive, 
pointing to how "I Love Lucy" 
foretold many of the problems 
the U.S. is having now with 
Latin America, personified by 
Lucy and Ricky respectively. 


This newsletter was edited 
by Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, produced by Terri 
Goldberg and Faye Brown, and 
typed by Mary Davis. 


Deadline for the next news- 
letter is November 15.- Late 
material, arriving after Novem- 
ber 15, will go in the following 
(February) newsletter. 
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BALTIMORE CHAPTER REPORT 


The Baltimore Chapter has 
had two meetings thus far and 


our third is planned for Wednes- 


day, November 17. We have 
begun to take up work in the 
following areas: 


1. We are co-sponsoring a 
Silent vigil organized by 
Citizens Against Cruise and 
Pershing II. The purpose 
of the candlelight vigil, 
to be held on three consecu- 
tive Friday evenings in 
December, is to protest the 
NATO decision to deploy the 
Pershing II and Cruise mis- 
Siles in Europe in 1983. 


2. Our Chapter has joined the 
Baltimore Cable Access Cor- 
poration to work on the is- 
sue of information control 
with regard to Baltimore's 
coming cable communication 
system. 


3. We have sent out letters to 
15 community organizations 
offering to work with them 
on environmental issues. 


4. We are discussing "The Im- 
pact of Hopkins" at our next 
meeting. We want to research 
and influence the connection 
between Hopkins' Applied 
Physics Lab and the military, 
the Hopkins medical insti- 
tutions and the local com- 
munity, etc. 
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The Chapter meetings are 
being listed in various com- 
munity newsletters, news- 
pavers, bulletin boards, and 
hopefully other media in 

the future. 


A committee is working on a 
draft Statement of Purpose 
for the Chapter. This will 
include our goals and objec- 
tives and our relationship 
to the national organization. 


Hal Mayforth 
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SOCIOBIOLOGY STUDY 
GROUP REPORT 


The Scoiobiology Study 
Group of Boston Science for the 
People is completing a "first 
draft" of its slide show on 
biological determinism. The 
show is aimed at high school 
and college classrooms. We 
hope to get feedback on it from 
local teachers and Science for 
the People members within the 
next couple of months. The 
group has also continued criti- 
cal analysis of sociobiology 
and other biological arguments 
on sex roles. We have discussed 
many articles including ones 
on brain lateralization and 
sociobiology and anthropology. 
We also spent a Sunday after- 
noon discussing Dorothy Dinner- 
stein's "The Mermaid and the 
Minotaur", a psychoanalytic 
explanation for the origins of 
our current sex role situation. 
Upcoming are discussions of 
sociobiological explanations 
for rape and the recent media 
interest in the subject, and 
new identical twin studies on 
IQ. Finally, we have contacted 
free-lance science writers to 
try to interest them in writing 
articles opposing the recent 
spate of popular articles on 
male-female differences. New 
members are welcome. 


NEW NATIONAL OFFICE STAFF 


SftP has a new office co- 
ordinator: Paula Schnitzer. 
Here is her first newsletter 
report. 


Greetings: Just a quick 
note to say "hi and it's great 
to be joining the national 
staff of SftP!" To tell you a 








little about myself -- prior 

to coming here to Boston I was 
in Memphis, TN, doing some or- 
ganizing and technical assis- 
tance with a grassroots commun- 
ity group dealing with hazardous 
waste and environmental health 
issues. I also did some orga- 
nizing in London, England around 
health issues, and spent some 
time in Scandinavia learning 
about alternative communities, 
health issues, women's issues, 
and various other political is- 
sues being addressed by progres- 
Sive folks there. I am also 
very committed to a feminist 
nerspective and have worked on 
issues of racism and classism 
in the women's movement, as 
well as being involved in the 
Women's Pentagon Action, issues 
of women in less developed 
countries, and women and health 
care. 


In addition to these ex- 
periences and an avid interest 
in and commitment to many is- 
sues being addressed by SftP, 

I also bring with me some back- 
ground in bookkeeping and com- 
puter work to help me tackle 
the office tasks. So...you'll 
be hearing a lot from me regard- 
ing budget, finance, fundrais- 
ing, and much, much more in the 
days to come. Please feel free 
to contact me at any time with 
suggestions, questions, com- 
ments, or anything else: I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. 


Paula Schnitzer 
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SftP has also hired a new 
Magazine coordinator: 
Seth Shulman. He also has a 
statement for the newsletter: 


I'm excited to be working 
for the SftP national office! 
I am writing on the day after 
Reagan's announcement of his 
plans to move ahead with the 
dense pack MX missle system. 
It is not heartening news. 
While it is easy to become 
innured to such technological 
outrages as the MX, it is crucial 
to remind ourselves that what 
we are faced with today are not 
isolated instances, but recurring 
illustrations of some of the 
most flagrant abuses of science 
and technology in history. 


SftP has been arguing this 
integrated perspective for }5 
years. I feel that now our 
vision and our message need to 
be even stronger. I am glad to 


be here to fight abuses of science 


and technology as well as to try 
to articulate agendas and strat- 
egies for the future. I see SftP 
as an organization and a forum 
which can do both of these. 


My political experience 


includes some writing, journal- 
ism, and organizing work. I 
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worked for a year at Mother Jones 
Magazine, and hope to bring some 
of what I learned there to my 
work as magazine coordinator. 
Among other things, I have also 
‘made several documentary films 
(one about a diner in Maine 

aired on Public Television across 
the country), worked as a ranch 
hand in Colorado, and worked as 
an intern for Congressmember 

John Conyers, from Detroit. I 
have long been politically active, 
most recently working for the 
bottle bill-and the nuclear 
freeze here in Massachusetts. 


I have many ideas and 
much energy to bring to this 
job, and I look forward to 
working with you. 


Seth Shulman 
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SftP AS A SOCIAL WEAPON 


Biology as a Social Weapon, 
produced by the Ann Arbor Sci- 
ence for the People Editorial 
Collective in 1975-77, has sold 
over 9,000 copies as of October 
1982, according to Burgess Pub- 
lishing Company. The book sold 
about 2-3,000 copies a year 
from 1977 to 1980. The last 
two years sales dropped to 500- 
1,000 a year. It is now in its 
sixth printing and should be 
reprinted again next spring. 

The book is now spiral-bound 

and sells for a whopping $10.95 
retail. It grew out of a Syn- 
posium the Ann Arbor SftP group 
had in 1975 on Biological Deter- 
minism. Still one of the de- 
finitive collections on the 
subject it is available from 

the Boston office for only $7.95 
while quantities last. 


MILITARY MONEY 


The AFSC and NARMIC have 
prepared a report on Pentagon 
spending for research at over 
250 universities and colleges. 
It is entitled "Uncle Sam Goes 
to School" and lists the amount 
of funding each school received. 
The total reached a record $1.16 
billion a year in 1981. MIT 
and Johns Hopkins received the 
lion's share (46%). Another 
24% was divided among the Uni- 
versities of Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Illinois, New Mexico, 
Washington, California, Roches- 
ter and Stanford; New Mexico 
State; and Georgia Institute of 
Technology. Copies are avail- 
able for 50¢ each from: AFSC, 
1501 Cherry Street, Philadel- 
phia, PA 19102. 
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BOSTON MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 


The Boston Magazine Com- 
mittee is excited about the up- 
coming special 15th anniversary 
issue (January/February). We 
could use any ideas on where or 
how to promote/distribute it. 
It will celebrate science for 
the people, past, present, and 
future. 


We are planning a theme 
issue for July/August on water 
and are beginning to solicit 
articles. We would welcome out- 
lines or article proposals on 
groundwater pollution, dumping 
in the ocean, diversion of 
rivers, depletion of groundwater, 
effect of deforestation on 
watersheds, industrial uses of 
water, attempts to clean up 
polluted waters, the TVA, Cali- 
fornia water wars, response of 
the Left to.Reagan dismantling 
of environmental regulations, 
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etc. Right now we are long on 
ideas and short on contacts 
with knowledgeable writers. 
Deadline for articles is early 
March. 


We have 71st completed the 
large project of preparing a 
direct mail campaign to increase 
subscriptions and it is on its 
way out in the mails. It isa 
new, and we hope, effective way > 
of promoting the magazine. 


Sue Tafler 


DIRECT MAIL CAMPAIGN BECINS 


After over a year of 
planning, the magazine has 
launched a huge direct mail 
campaign with which we hope 
to double our circulation! 


So far, we have sent out 
30,000 pieces to people whose 
names have been gathered from 
other science organizations, 
and political publications. 

On the basis of our results in 
this first stage, we hope to 
mail an additional 70,000 
pieces to the lists on which 
we get the best returns. 


We are very excited. The 
packet we are sending out is 
one of the best the organization 
has ever put together. Our new 
computerized mailing list system 
enables us to handle the expected 
increase in circulation. Even 
a 1% return will mean a large 
expansion. We're looking forward 
to the increased revenue and 
the wider audience. It is a 
big step forward. Keep your 
fingers crossed! 


Science for the People 

















IF YOU°RE TIRED OF 


or THEN s FOR 
ee BUSINESS 


FOR A CHANGE 


This is a reproduction of the 
cover of the pamphlet we are 
sending out in our direct mail 
campaign. 
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POPE TO JOIN Sf£tP? 


Pope John Paul II on Novem- 
ber 3rd told a gathering of 
Spanish professors that "It is 
a scandal of our time that many 
researchers are dedicated to 
improving new weapons for war... 
Consciences must be awakened. 
Your responsibility and the pos- 
Sibilities of influence on pub- 
lic opinion are immense. Make 
them serve the cause of peace 
and the real progress of man". 
He implored scientists to call 
a halt to the nuclear arms race 
by refusing to make new weapons. 
Perhaps he should become our 
first honorary member of SftP. 


HOSPITAL PLAN UPDATE 


The New York Times reported 
on November 21 that the New York 
City Hospital Corporation, which 
operates the largest municipal 
hospital system in the country, 
has turned the Defense Depart- 
ment's Civilian and Military 
Hospital Contingency Plan down. 
The President of the corpora- 
tion said the Board was troubled 
that participation may be "in- 
terpreted as evidence that a 
nuclear war is somehow surviv- 
able or at least medically 
treatable". The Dean of Ein- 
stein Medical School called the 
plan a "propaganda effort" to 
Suggest we have the medical ca- 
pacity to deal with a nuclear 
war. The Pentagon's response 
was that they have already at- 
tained their goals by signing 
up 50,357 beds in 614 hospitals. 


In the New York area, New 
York University, Montifiore, 
and Mount Sinai also said no to 
the Pentagon, but New York Hos- 
pital agreed to be part of the 








plan. The Pentagon has also - 
run into problems recruiting 
in San Francisco and Boston. 


CLARK UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS 


Clark University's Center 
for Technology, Environment, 
and Development (CENTED) has 
published a series of reprints 
of articles about health and 
the environment. Several were 
from Environment magazine in 
1981-82. Topics include work- 
place health standards, hazard 
pay for workers, risk assess-— 
ment, lead standards, nuclear 
power, and flurocarbons and the 
ozone layer. Reprints cost $1 
each. Also available is a 
monogravh on the temporary 
worker in the nuclear power 
industry for $5. Write to 


CENTED, Publications Office, 
Clark University, Worcester, 
for more information. 
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MIDWIVES ALLIANCE FORMED 


Midwives and nurse-midwives 
met October 16-17 in Boulder, 
Colorado to form the Midwives 
Alliance of North America 
(MANA). They elected officers 
and designated contacts in each 
part of the U.S. and in Canada. 
A national conference is planned 
for October 1983. For informa- 
tion on the Alliance, contact 
Carol Leonard, 30 South Main 
Street, Concord, NH 033 
(603/225-9586). 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Columbian Newsletter 
Informe Colombiano 


Informe Colombiano is a 
bimonthly English language news- 
letter on human rights in 
Colombia. It costs $5 a year 
from Informe Colombiano, P.O. 
Box 3130, Washington, D.C. 

20010 


Eingriffe 


The new issue of Eingriffe 
(No. 17), the publication from 
the Kritishe Medezin group in 
Austria, has arrived. It is 
entitled "Der Artz, der aus der 
Kalte Kam" (The doctor who came 
in from the cold). 








Reset 


Issue Number 2 of Reset, 
the newsletter on alternative _ 
computing, is out. It includes 
articles on computer literacy, 
computer professionals for 
nuclear disarmament, and the 
telecommunications cooperative 
network. For information con- 
tact Mike McCullough, 90 East 
7th Street, Apt. 3-A, New York, 
New York: 10009 (212/254-3582). 


CONFERENCES 
Third World Women and Feminism 


The University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign is planning 
a Conference on "Common Dif- 
ferences: Third World Women 
and Feminist Perspectives" for 
April 9-13, 1983. Topics will 
include: "Colonization and Re- 
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sistance", "Third World Women: 
Images and Realities", and 
"International Women's Move- 
ments". The Conference will 
consist of workshops, panel dis- 
cussions, keynote addresses, 
informal meetings, and arts 
activities. Many prominent 
feminists from the Third World 
are scheduled as possible par- 
ticipants. 


For more information 
contact: 


Chandra Talvade Mohanty and 
Ann Russo 

Conference Coordinators 

Office of Women's Resources 
and Services 

346 Fred H. Turner Student 
Services Bldg. 

610 East John Street 

Champaign, IL 61820 

217/333-3137 


Readers Survey 


In the next month you will 
be receiving a copy of SftP's 
readers survey. We hope you 
will take the time to answer 
the questions and tell us what 
you like or dislike about the 
magazine. We have made a lot 
of changes in the magazine over 
the last two years. We need 
your feedback in order to assess 
whether we are heading in the 
right direction. 


We will let you know in 
an upcoming Newsletter what our 
readers told us about the mag- 
azine. When you fill out the 
survey and mail it back, we 
will extend your subscription 
by one issue to show our ap- 
preciation of your support. 


GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT 


Give a subscription to 
SftP to your favorite friend or 
relative this December. People 
love to get Science for the 
People for Christmas/Hanukah. 
So put SftP on your list of 
gifts to give this year and 
send us $12/sub and the names 
and addresses of your friends 
and we will send tham a card 
announcing your gift. °* 


This newsletter was edited 
by Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, produced by the SftP 
national office staff and typed 
by Mary Davis. 


Deadline for the next news- 
letter is January 15. Please 
send all material to Miriam 
Struck and Scott Schneider, 1851 
Columbia Road N.W., #109, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. 
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AAAS IN DETROIT-- 
MEMORIAL DAY 


Get your reservations in 
early for the 1983 AAAS meeting 
in Detroit. It lasts from May 
26 to 31 (Thursday to Tuesday). 
Science for the People will be 
having a literature table 
there. Also, depending on the 
number of SftP members who come 
Other activities or forums 
could be held. 


The AAAS meeting is always 
an excellent opportunity to do 
outreach to the scientific com- 
munity. Last year, dozens of 
people who had never heard of 
SftP came up to the literature 
table interested and enthused 


by the ideas we were presenting. 


The literature table was 
also a gathering place for old 
SftP members who had come to 
the meeting from all over the 
country to meet or renew ac- 
quantances. It was exciting 
to exchange ideas and experi- 
ences with them. 


Since the meeting is cov- 
ered heavily by the media, in- 
cluding the international 
press, it was a great opportun- 
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ity to get our views out to the 
public. Dough Boucher, for 
example, got interviewed by 
French Canadian Radio about 
SftP. In addition, we also 
sold hundreds of copies of the 
magazine and other SftP liter- 
ature to generate some revenue 
for the organization to boot. 


We urge all members to 
attend the AAAS and help out 


‘with the SftP effort there. If 


you think you might go contact 
Brian Schultz at the Midwest 
office. They will be coordi- 
nating our efforts there this 
year. 


Keep the SftP tradition 
at AAAS alive! Come to 
Detroit! 


NATIONAL OFFICE NEWS 


Greetings from the National 
Office! Our apologies for the 
delay in getting the 
December/January newsletter to 
you. We got caught in an end of 
the year/beginning of a new 
year cash flow problem which 
left our mailing resources bone 
dry for a long time. With the 
returns from the last round of 
Magazine subscription renewals 
and the returns from the 
December fund appeal letter, we 
were more solvent for a short 
while. Although things are 
tight again, we hope that with 
our renewals back on schedule 
and some fundraising we can 
pull through and this 
newsletter hopefully will not 
fall prey to the same cashflow 
problems as the last one. We 
would like to thank those of 
you who sent us donations or 
gift subscriptions in response 
to our December letter; we 
appreciate your Support. 


Direct Mail Update 
You may recall that in 

early December we launched our 
direct mail campaign with a 
30,000 piece mailing, including 
names from lists such as: The 
Guardian, The Progressive, 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, 
Multinational Monitor, and 
Socialist Review, among 
others. We are happy to report 
that the response has been 
overwhelmingly positive! We 
have received over 1100 
responses, or close to 4% of 
the total mailing, a figure 
which is excellent by direct 
mail standards. Of those who 
have responded, 306 (or one 
quarter) of them have prepaid 
their one-year subscriptions, 
which means already over 1% of 


2 








the 30,000 mailed have paid! 
We need a 2% return of paid 
subscriptions in order to pay 
for the cost of the mailing, 
and we are well on the way! 


Financial Update 

We hope you liked the 15th 
Anniversary issue of the 
magazine, and we are looking 
forward to your comments and 
your ideas for the next 15 
years, as well as your 
continued energy and support. 
As you may have noticed, at 56 
pages, this is the longest 
issue of SftP to date. While 
congratulations are in order to 
all of those who contributed to 
making it such a great success, 
the financial side of things is 
a little less encouraging. 

The additional printing and 
typesetting costs of this issue 
came to $1500 more than our 
usual costs for an issue. When 
we add that to our usual 
magazine costs, plus our fixed 
labor and overhead costs, plus 
the additional labor costs 
incurred during staff changes, 
and we compare this to our 
projected income from new 
subscriptions, renewals, 
contributions, and all other 
usual sources of income, we 
come up with the bad news that 
we face a short fall of about 
$2800 for February. 


Our financial situation is 
a twofold issue. The most 
immediate concern is that we 
need to raise the money to meet 
our financial obligations due 
in February. In response to 
this, the Boston chapter is 
sponsoring a benefit party and 
the magazine committee of the 
Boston chapter is initiating a 
subscription drive to help 
raise the amount needed. 


February-March Issue 








We are asking all members 
of SftP to solicit 4 new 
regular subscriptions each 
(member subs are even better!) 
This plan could generate as 
much as $5000. Subscription 
blanks are available from the 
national office if you would 
like to have something to give 
to friends, family, neighbors, 
and co-workers. Please help, 
we can make it if we all pitch 
in. 





The other side of the 
financial situation, perhaps 
the most important, is the 
organization's long-term 
financial status, and the need 
for careful and thorough 
planning. A copy of the 
proposed 1983 budget has been 
circulated to chapters for 
their input and feedback. 
Anyone who is interested in 
receiving a copy may obtain one 
by writing to the national 
office. The figures, based on 
1982, and accounting for 
anticipated increases in costs 
in 1983, show that our 
projected expenses are 
Significantly higher than our 
projected income. 
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This difference raises 
‘several key issues about the 
budgetary process. We see it as 
a four stage process: 


1. To initiate a process for 
reviewing, discussing, altering 
and accepting the proposed 
budget. 

2. To develop a réalistic plan 
of fundraising to make up the 
difference in our expected 
costs and income. 

3. To implement the accepted 
budget, spending only what we 
planned and making sure we are 
getting in the revenues we 
expect. 

4. To review and evaluate our 
actual cashflow and our budget 
as a whole to determine how 
well we have done compared to 
what we planned. To use this 
information on an ongoing basis 
throughout 1983 and to plan for 
1984 as early as possible. 


As we face an ever- 
increasing budget and an 
increase in the circulation of 
the magazine, we face a series 
of issues and decisions, and a 
strong need to reflect on our 
past successes and problems and 
redefine our goals for the 
future. As the new staff, we 
feel it is particularly 
important for members to give 
us fresh feedback on what might 
be ongoing or "old" issues, for 


a sense of historical pers- 


pective and for a clearer 
vision of future goals to use 
in planning, and carrying out 
our daily work at the national 
office, 

We urge all our members to 
participate. SCIENCE for the 
PEOPLE has always been a 
grassroots organization that 
has depended heavily on its 
members, not just for financial 














support, but for active 
participation. We hope to start 
more active dialogue about what 
the organization should be 
doing, and more substantive 
participation in these 
activities! 
One Last Word 

We are putting together a 
national office wish list. We 
would be grateful if anyone 
could give us information on 
the wheareabouts of a cheap, 
i.e. free, postage scale, 
adding machine with a tape, and 
a copy machine. Well, we can 
dream can't we? 


Paula Schnitzer 
Seth Shulman 
Nat. Office Staff 


NEWS 


The Defense Department has 
started a 5-year, $150 million 
program to upgrade university 
research instrumentation. The 
first grants will be awarded 
this year. Last fall, many 
faculty in the research insti- 
tutions surrounding Harvard Med- 
ical School (where I work) were 
strongly encouraged to apply, 
as were many others in the Bos- 
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ton area. Proposals had to be 
justified in part by the number 
of U.S. citizen graduate stu- 
dents who would use the equip- 
ment, and presumably would be 
available to work on secret DOD 
research later on, unlike for- 
eign nationals. With proposals 
sought in the $100,000 to $1 
million range, covering equip- 
ment for whole departments or 
schools, the unusual requirement 
can indirectly have a chilling 
effect on the participation of 
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foreign students in many univer- 
sity departments. The grants 
also raise concerns over a di- 
rect application of research to 
military objectives, particu- 
larly biological warfare, and 
greater dependence on the mili- 
tary in academic communities 
that should provide important 
resources for peace and develop- 
ment of science in the Third 
World. 


For more information, or 
to pass on related news, write 
me: 


Scott Thacher 
97 Hancock St., Ant. 4 
Cambridge, MA 02139 











PHYSICISTS UNITE 


January 24, the American 
Physical Society called on both 
the US and USSR "to intensify 
substantially and without pre- 
condition" efforts to limit the 
number and deployment of all 
nuclear weapons and to halt 
nuclear testing "in all environ- 
ments for all time". They con- 
cluded that "the nuclear arse- 
nal of both the US and the 
Soviet Union are more than ade- 
quate for deterent...[and] con- 
tinuation of the arms race will 
not increase the security of 
either superpower". They main- 
tain that nuclear war has become 
"an unprecedented threat to 
humanity...[f[one that] could 
destroy civilization". Let's 
hope their statement begins a 
chain reaction of similar pro- 
nouncements from other scien- 
tific organizations. 
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SCIENCE ED ON THE MAP 


After two years of neglect, 
science education is being 
touted as a cure-all for our 
technology gap. Reagan's 1984 
budget proposes to spend $75 
million to churn out 7,000 new 
math and science teachers next 
year. Fifty million will be 
spent on scholarships for pros- 
pective science teachers. 

These grants would be matched 
by the states. They would be 
geared towards unemployed col- 
lege graduates, retirees, and 
"teachers of less pressing sub- 
jects" to return them to school 
at public expense for one year 
or one year plus a summer and 
have them emerge as qualified 
science and math teachers. 


In addition, NSF will get 
$19 million to train or retrain- 
science teachers and $6 million 


will be spent on Presidential 


Young Investigator Awards of 
$30,000 each to 200 winners. 

One hundred "master" teachers 
will also be given $5,000 prizes 
to the teacher's school as an 
incentive to improve teaching. 
This may be the best solution 
yet to the unemployment problem 
among SftP members. 
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END APPARENTLY NEAR 


TO A PCB CONTROVERSY: 
HARDLY 


North Carolina governor 
Jim Hunt, in an attempt to dif- 
fuse widespread protest that 
resulted in the arrest of sev- 
eral national civil rights 
leaders, promised to "detoxify 
...when it is technologically 
feasible" nearly 20,000 tons 
of PCB-contaminated dirt being 
dumped in rural, poor, Warren 
County, NC. 


At a forum co-sponsored by 
SftP, Rev. Leon White and 
Deborah and Ken Ferrucio, seek- 
ing nationwide support for the 
citizens' protest, described 
vividly how the almost cer- 
tainly unsafe dump had generated 
great outcry in a region usually 
of marginal political impor- 
tance to the powers that be in 
North Carolina. Their work was 


illustrated by a slideshow pre- 
sented by Gerry Waneck and free- 
lance photographed Mac Owen 
Schaffer. 
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‘Our theory is that nobody knows it's here, 
and what nobody knows can't hurt ‘em.’ 
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The great success of the 
Warren County protest was that 
it brought poor and people of 
color together to work for re- 
moval of the FCB dump, using 
well the principle of nonvio- 
lence, according to the speak- 
ers. As the speakers ex- 
plained, solidarity, and the 
ability to transcend the par- 
ticular concerns of political 
organizations was crucial for 
success. The forum later ad- 
dressed the ways of building a 
broad-based political movement. 
To actively support the Warren 
County movement, contact Gerry 
Waneck, c/o the SftP National 
Office. 





ALL THAT GLITTERS... 


The Reagan Science Budget 
for 1984 proposes healthy in- 
creases for science research, 
if you happen to be in the right 
field. Over at the Defense De- 
partment R & D will get a 29% 
increase and basic research a 
36% increase over 1983 levels, 
while the life sciences will 
grown only 3% in their basic 
research budget. NSF got an 
18% increase, the majority of 
it going to basic research in 
math, engineering, astronomy, 
and plant sciences. NIH would 
get $4.1 billion, only $73 mil- 
lion over last year. Over at 
the Energy Department, high 
energy physics and energy earth 
sciences got hefty increases. 
The most significant new pro- 
ject is funds to start an ad- 
vanced materials research lab 
at Lawrence Berkeley Labs which 
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would have a linear colliding 
beam accelerator at Stanford. 
DOE would spend $307 million on 
radioactive waste disposal, 
$848 million on nuclear fission 
(including the breeder), but 
only $102 million on research 
on solar and renewable energy 
(a 60% cut). Conservation pro- 
grams would, as expected, suf- 
fer a 75% cut. 


Other programs. scheduled 
for deep slashes include: Elim- 
ination of the Center for Fire 
Research and 80% of the National 
Bureau of Standards budget with 
it; elimination of the $2 mil- 
lion endangered species program 
at the Interior Dept.; cuts at 
EPA in air quality (11%), water 
quality (43%), state grants 
(35%), and research and develop- 
ment programs (11%). 


Social science budgets were 
also deeply cut or got little 
new funding. This includes: 
nonmedical studies of human be- 
havior, psychology, anthro- 
pology, sociology. We can only 
hope that sociobiology research 
did not escape the chopping 
block. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
OF RADICAL SCIENCE 
JOURNALS 


Easter weekend will be the 
1983 international meeting of 
radical science journals in 
Nijmegen, Holland. Brian 
Schultz the SftP Midwest Co- 
ordinator will be attending as 
our representative. A report 
from last year's Conference was 
in the January issue of the 
magazine. 


The 1983 Conference will 
begin with a conference on 
March 31 on "Whether and How 
Science Can be Used to Improve 
the Situation of Oppressed 
Groups". Much attention will 
be paid to the "science shops" 
in Holland. Examples will fo- 
cus on the area of work and 
health. The more informal 
meeting of members from radical 
science journal collectives 
will begin the following day 
in Plasmolen, a small village 
near Nijmegen. 


If you are also interested 
in attending the Conference or 
science journal meeting con- 
tact Brian Schultz in the Mid- 
west or contact the National 
Office for further details. 


























THE TAO OF SEAT BELTS 


| 
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The Department of Trans- | 
portation has come up with a | 
| 


brilliant plan to save lives on 








our nation's highways. Don't 

force car manufacturers to make 

safer cars. (In fact, car 

bunpers aresnpuenly peqaered This Newsletter was edited 

eran ee | by Scott Schneider and Miriam 

ka hha Mee e-Chee Barn eeu] | struck, produced by Sarah Bassett, 
F | Paula Schnitzer and Seth Shulman, 

er's fault for not buckling and typed by Paula, Seth, and 


up. They now have renewed their 
efforts to get drivers to buckle 
their safety belts. How? They 
convinced the only two US for- 


Mary Davis. 


tune cookie manufacturers to DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 
include in a certain percentage IS: APRIL 4th. “Please ‘send all 
of their cookies the fortune material to Miriam Struck and 
"Confucious says: He who Scott Schneider, 1851 Columbia 
buckles up, saves face". If | Road N.W., #109, Washington, 
that doesn't work, Reagan can D.C. 20009. 


always say "that's the way the 
cookie crumbles". 
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PROPOSAL FOR THE MAGAZINE 


Due to a variety of changes in 
the three major collectives, as well 
as to a growing perception on the 
part of the Boston SCIENCE for the 
PEOPLE Chapter that the current sys- 
tem has not been working effectively, 
the Boston Chapter has made the first 
step toward a national reorganization 
by proposing several major changes in 
the way the magazine is edited and 
produced. 


Approximately three years ago, 
at the time of the National Conference 
in Berkeley in 1980, the proposal for 
decentralizing the editorial process 
of the magazine was approved. At 
the time of this agreement, elaborate 
mechanisms were established by which 
material would be circulated among 
the three collectives, and an emphasis 
was placed upon communications and 
sharing of material among the collec- 
tives well in advance of publication. 
With these safeguards, it was felt by 
all that there was a good chance to 
broaden the magazine, and to develop 
a sense of collective unity and trust. 


Similarly, in addition to the 
systems insuring communication, it was 
planned that the new structure would 
be re-evaluated after some time at 
future national conferences. It has 
now been three years, and little or 
no evaluation on a national level has 
taken place. Meanwhile, most all of 


(Continued on page 2) 


We Still hive ADream! 


JOBS, PEACE, AND 
FREEDOM MARCH 
August 27, 1983 





Washington, D.C. -- In com- 
memoration of the 1963 Civil Rights 
March where Martin Luther King gave 
his "I Have A Dream" speech. The 
march will be from the Washington 
Monument to the Lincoln Memorial. 


The Council of Churches of 
Greater Washington sent an invita- 
tion to Science for the People, via 
the Washington contacts, to help 
with or endorse the August 27 march. 
Anyone planning on attending, con- 
tact Miriam or Scott at 202/307- 
0173 or the Council of Churches at 
202/467-6445. The Council of 
Churches may be able to assist with 
housing. 
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the original mechanisms for communi- 1. There will be one editor- 
cating between the collectives have jal committee located in Boston. 
broken down significantly. Although All material for the magazine will 
this has been a gradual process, its ultimately pass through this com- 
current magnitude was realized by the mittee. 
Boston Chapter when material was par- 
ticularly late in being circulated 2. There will be a board of 
during recent issues. editors made up of SftP members and 
others from around the country who 
Consequently, the Boston Chapter will review articles for suitabil- 
has recently evaluated the current ity, scientific and political con- 
procedures for editing the magazine tent, etc. This board will be com- 
and have found the following, which | prised of individuals knowledgeable 
has been communicated in more detail in a variety of areas so that for 
to the other two major collectives: each article at least one editor to 
whom the article is sent will be 
The decentralized process has able to evaluate: the content. 
not strengthened the national organ- 
ization. It has gradually led to a ; 7 : 
situation almost completely opposite ; 3. There will be departments 
to the original intent. in the magazine, some of which will 





be produced by Chapters outside the 
Boston area. These departments 
could include, for instance, News- 
notes, Opinions, Book Reviews, In- 
terviews, Resources, International 
Report, Grassroots Report, etc. 

New ideas for departments are en- 
couraged. Some of these departments 
would be composed of short items 
(e.g., Newsnotes), while others 
could be regular feature articles 
(e.g., Grassroots Reports). The 
responsibility for different de- 
partments could be assumed by the 
older, well-established Chapters 
(Ann Arbor, Berkeley, etc.) as well 
as newer Chapters (Baltimore, 
Syracuse, etc.), with groups tak- 
ing on a department of the magazine 
corresponding to their size and 
energy. Such a structure could 
promote growth of the national or- 
ganization by involving more Chap- 
ters in the magazine. 


The current structure has led 
to greater fragmentation, and 
factionalization, essentially it has 
led to a greater centralization of 
control over any given issue. 


The spirit of collective unity 
and trust which all hoped would re- 
sult from the decentralization has 
not materialized. 





All of these factors result in 
a magazine which is strikingly in- 
consistent. Examples range from 
the failure to stick to agreed-upon 
formats (e.g., footnotes and refer- 
ences) to a marked variation in the 
type of articles chosen, including 
the length, variability in the 
quality of editorial work, and var- 
iation in the scientific content of 
the articles, degree of political 
rhetoric, etc. 


4. Other Chapters are en- 
couraged to solicit articles for 
the magazine. 


So, in light of this current 
situation, the Boston Chapter has 
proposed the following new struc- 


ture, to begin in January 1984: : . 
5. An editorial advisory group 


will meet with the magazine/editor- 
ial committee one-three times a 
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year to do an overall evaluation 
of the magazine and to indicate 
possible new directions. 


6. Articles being considered 
by the editorial committee could 
also be sent out to other Chapters 
for comment as before. 


7. Upon the basis of proposals 
from other Chapters, special issues 
may be put out by other Chapters. 
However, all articles being con- 
sidered must be sent to the Boston 
editorial committee for comment by 
about four months before the publi- 
cation date, as was the procedure 
established for the current pro- 
cess. If this procedure is not 
followed, the Boston committee will 
select articles from its collection 
for an issue to replace the special 
issue. 


The advantages of this scheme 
are straightforward. It takes the 
burden of coming up with material 
for an entire issue off of any 
single group. It hopefully encour- 
ages more timely material. It al- 
lows for greater input from a great 
number of Chapters, but avoids the 
problem of fragmentation by not 
centralizing the control of an is- 
sue to any one group. In addition, 
it fosters greater consistency by 
having a Chapter or collective take 
charge of a department on a con- 
tinuing basis. 


We're hoping it can get off 
to a great start! 





Science for the People 


' by more than 30%. 


JOB OPENING 


Paula will be leaving the 
national Office Coordinator/Fund- 
raiser position in November. The 
Boston Chapter steering committee 
is in the process of reviewing this 
position and proposals for a re- 
structuring of the duties of the 
staff. A new job title and des— | 
cription will be forthcoming. Those 
interested in more information 
about this job opening should con- 
tact the national office. 


DIRECT MAIL UPDATE 


Two more mailings of 10,000 
pieces each have been sent out since 
our last report, and with not all 
of the returns in yet we are pretty 
close to reaching our break even 
point. When that happens we will 
have increased our U.S. circulation 
When the first 
set of renewals goes out in Novem- 
ber, we really hope to see the fruits 
of our labors and our big invest- 
ment. 


WOES RNCAMPMEN FOR A FUTURE OF 
PRACK AND JUSTICE 
Romulus, NY 
July 4-Seprember 5, 1983 


women are gathering at the 
Seneca Army Depot to say NO to the 
deployment of Cruise and Pershing 
iI missiles, In addition to 
ongoing actions at the depot to 
stop these first strike weapons, 
daily workshops at the encampment 
Focus on such issues as racism, 
intervention and imperialism, 
feminism and militarism, and other 
topics making connections among 
issues relevant to creating a 
future of peace and justice. 

5440 Route 96 

Romulus, NY 14541 

(607) 869-5825 


BOSTON ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP 


Science for the People has re- 
cently formed an Environmental Group 
to raise the political consciousness 
around the toxic chemical issue. 
Members of SftP were instrumental in 
exposing the Temik pesticide problem 
on Long Island (see Ted and Dan's 
article in the January/February 1983 
issue) and have testified recently 
to the Massachusetts State Legisla- 
ture in favor of bills to ban the 
aerial spraying of pesticides over 
residential communities without the 
consent of the residents. The En- 
vironmental Group has provided written 
testimony in support of Right To 
Know legislation introduced into the 
Massachusetts State Legislature. 
This legislation will give workers 
and the surrounding community the 
right to know about toxic chemicals 
in their environment. 


The Environmental Group was 
formed with three specific goals: 
(1) To educate people about the mul- 
tiple issues around toxic wastes 


which are increasingly threatening 
our lives. This will be done 
through study groups, showing films, 
holding forums, and writing arti- 
cles for newspapers and magazines. 
(2) To do outreach into surrounding 
communities through site investiga- 
tions, speaking at town meetings, 
and testifying on behalf of com- 
munity organizations. (3) To build 
a network of community groups and 
join in forming a national movement 
of the same scope as the disarmament 
movement. This movement should in- 
sist that the guilty corporations 
and not the people be made to pay 
for the damage done to human health 
and the environment. It is an is- 
sue that affects the human needs of 
all races and classes of people. 
For more intormation contact 

the SftP Environmental Group c/o 
the Boston office. 

, Gerry Waneck 








FUND APPEAL 


If you pledge financial support 
or make regular donations to SftP, 
you may have received our "per- 
sonalized" computer letter this 
spring, asking you to increase your 
pledge or donation this year. Many 
of you also received a phone call 
from a real live Boston Chapter 
SftPer, encouraging you to dig deeper 
for the great cause that SftP is. 

We have received almost $2,700 

from that appeal, due to your 
generosity and commitment, and many 
of our friends and donors have 
really come through for us in these 
hard times. But as you can imagine, 
it is just not enough. 


We really need your support now 
more than ever. The middle of the 
summer is historically the hardest 
time for us, so it would really help 
if each of you could reach for your 
checkbook and send us a donation 
or a gift subscription or two, or 
order one of our snazzy new T-shirts. 
Better yet, buy them for your whole 
family, or your friends, or your 
softball team. The money you send 
us now will help us bring you the 
exciting September/October issue 
with such features as: 


- The Military History of the Space 
Shuttle. 

- Update on the Seveso Disaster. 

- Reagan's Nuclear Proliferation 
Policies. 









PLERSE, ETHEL ..... 
1 DON'T HAVE TIME 
10 WORRY ABOUT 

TOXIC WASTE! f 
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300 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR! 


Results of the SftP 
Reader Survey 


SftP has conducted a major sur- 
vey of SftP magazine readers. Almost 
300 U.S. subscribers took the oppor- 
tunity to give the editors of this 
international magazine a piece of 
their mind. Here is what we have 
been up to, and some results as 
analyzed so far. 


What did We Do? 


The Boston SftP Chapter started 
planning a magazine survey back in 
July 1981. The objectives were to 
find out who cur readership is, to 
assess the conditions under which 
they subscribe, renew, or fail to 
renew, to get feedback on the qual- 
ity of the magazine, to determine 
the actual uses of SftP, and to find 
out what functions readers want SftP 
to fulfill. The goals served by 
these objectives are to increase 
readership via appropriate promo- 
tion, to increase the quality of the 
magazine, and to improve the extent 
to which SftP fulfills desired in- 
formational and political objectives 
and enhances the SftP organization. 





We sent out survey forms with 
reply envelopes to 1,498 subscribers 
on December 10, 1982. (I think this 
was our complete U.S. individual sub- 
scribership at the time.) We got 
back 267 (18%) responses by February 
13, 1983, and more trickled in 
later -- a great response from a 
committed subscribership. We coded 
and computerized the check-off and 
numerical answers, and are just fin- 
ishing reading, interpreting, 
quantifying, tabulating only two 
years after starting this thing! 
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Jones and The Nation. 





Who Responded? 


Almost half of the replies 
with zip code filled in (250) came 
from the top eight first-two-digit 
zip codes, clustered in five areas: 
Boston-Cambridge (31), D.C. + Phila- 
delphia (16 + 9), New York City + 
Brooklyn-Long Island (15 + 8), Ann 
Arbor-Detroit + Madison-Milwaukee 
(12. + 10), and San Francisco-Berke- 
ley (17). If you peek at the zip 
codes just below these in frequency, 
you find that the hottest SftP ter- 
ritory is the New York to D.C. cor- 
ridor. 


Responders are about 60%/40% 
male/female. By occupation, 28% 
are university faculty or re- 
searchers, 14% are college or grad- 
uate students, 12% professionals, 
11% medical professionals or stu- 
dents, 11% technical and scientific 
support, 8% craftspersons and 
laborers, 7% high school teachers, 
3% in advocacy organizations, 3Z 
retired, and 3% do other things. 


Nine out of 10 responders are 
politically active in one way or 
another: 2/3 are active outside of 
SftP, 2/3 give money to political 
activities (1/2 do both), and 1/10 
are active in SftP. We attract 
liberals and tentative progressives, 
as well as committed leftists. A 
typical responder has subscribed 
for one or two years, but almost 
one in 10 first subscribed 10 to 15 
years ago. 


Besides SftP, our readers like 
to read a wide variety of other 
Magazines, but especially Mother 
Forty dif- 
ferent magazines were mentioned by 
at least three subscribers each. 





Ad or Pro- Total 
motional Subscrib- 
Mailing Other _ership 


off Active 
Reason for The In SftP Confer- 
Subscribing Shelf Friend Gift First ence 


% of total 


subscribers 14% 30% 6% 12% 6% 18% 14% 100% 
Years (up- 

to present) 

per 

subscriber 2.66 2.91 1.38 7.14 4.58 1.53 4.57 3.40 
% of total 

subscriber- 

years 11% 26% 2% 26% 8% 8% 19% 100% 





How Do People Find Us? 


First, do current subscribers 
advertise? Half of our responding 
subscribers occasionally recommend 
SftP to others, and the other half 
are evenly split between talk-it-ups 
and taciturns. 


Based on how survey responders 
came to subscribe to SftP, the table 
shows how subscribers in general 
probably came to subscribe, how long 
they have been hanging in there 
(multiply by two to get the expected 
duration of a subscription in each 
category), and the resulting distri- 
bution of accumulated subscriber-years 
(which is proportional to magazines 
sold). 


Most of the "others" subscribed 
long ago/don't remember or through 
SftP events. 


Notice that almost one-third of 
current subscribers are introduced 
to the magazine by a friend. Pro- 
motional mailings, though only a 
recent SftP practice, nave already 
brought in many subscribers. (Re- 
member -- this is pre-direct-mail.) 
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Time will tell whether they are last- 
ing subscribers -- to say the ex- 
pected duration is only three years 
you have to first try the strategy 
for over three years. In contrast, 
look at the staying power of current 
subscribers who are active SftP mem- 
bers! Watch out for the interpreta- 
tion, though: The magazine itself 
must be attracting most new members, 
since few new people are recruited 
into the organization for other rea- 
sons and then discover the magazine. 


Do They Like Us? 


It would be pitifully one-sided 
to simplv heed who we attract, how, 
and from where in order to collect 
long-lasting readers who like what 
we have to say. The other side of 
the (almighty) coin switches our 
focus from the attributes of readers 
to the attributes of the magazine 
vis-a-vis our readers. What qual- 
ities of the magazine keep people 
interested and lear: ing? After all, 
this is our mission, and it is 
mastering this question which al- 
lows us to go beyond preaching to 
the converted. 
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Eight out of nine responders 
find our content usually or almost 
always relevant. Six out of 10 
people want more scientific content. 
Five of 10 want more political 
analysis, but they often mean they 
want better political analysis -- 
SftP is too rhetorical, too pre- 
dictable. 


As for the major elements of 
the magazine, 2/3 like the feature 
articles (find them useful and in- 
teresting), 2/3 like News Notes, 1/2 
like Resources, and almost 1/2 like 


the book reviews. There are some 
real champions of News Notes and 
Resources. About this Issue got 
low grades: It is interesting to 
2/5, so-so to 1/3, and 1/4 find it 
not valuable or do not read it. 
Fewer people read About this Issue 
than read the special-function 
Resources. 


How Can We Improve? 


We have read all the open- 
ended comments and have partly 
quantified them, but it will take 
more time to digest and summarize 
them. In the meantime, here are a 
few hints. 


Our readers want better politi- 


cal analysis -- more depth and less 
rhetoric: We are too deadpan and 
too angry -- more humor! Pack our 


articles with more concrete infor- 
mation, more scientific content, 

even if we have to make them longer. 
The articles we have had like this 
are great. To complement these, 

also have lots of newsnotes and short 
commentary on current science. More 
good book reviews are welcome. Be 
timely, original, and investigative 
if we can possibly do so. 
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Cover all the topics we have 
been, especially health issues, 
women's issues, international and 
third-world developments, social- 
change projects, and active strug- 
gles and their successes. Guide 
scientists to be politically correct. 


The over-all look and produc- 
tion quality of the magazine is 
markedly improving, but there is 
room to do better. Some feel the 
graphics are pretty stale or unre- 
lated to subject matter. Some are 
hesitant about our slickness, and 
feel that cheaper paper would allow 
longer issues at lower cost. 





Are We Needed? 


Positive comments say, in ef- 
fect, "You're great -- keep up the 
good work:", while most negative 
ones say, in effect, "I'm disap- 
pointed in your performance, but 
you're so unique and so necessary, 
so try harder." A fair number of 
the negatives are totally turned 
off and have given up on us and I 
think it's our fault and our loss. 


Our responders read SftP pri- 
marily (7 out of 8) for information, 
but also over 1/2 read it to get 
the political analysis, over 1/2 to 
learn about social-change projects, 
and over 1/2 to inform their pro- 
gressive activities. Although the 
option "as a resource for teaching" 
got dropped on the way to the type- 
setter, one cut of 15 responders 
wrote th: in, suggesting that such 
an option would have drawn a heavy 
response. 


It's Our Turn To Respond 


We now have a wealth of num- 
bers, charts, evaluations, sugges-— 
tions, praises, and exhortations 
which come from SftP's raison 
d'editer -- The Readers. A more 
complete write-up of this material 
is on the way, and we may also pull 
amagazine article out of it. It 
would also be nice to assess what 
knowledge is altered, what actions 
are taken, and what directions are 
changed as a result of this survey. 
An ongoing renewal-nonrenewal ques- 
tionnaire would be a good complement 
to this survey. 


Our readers take SftP seriously 

and took the survey seriously. I 

am impressed with the caring cri- 
tiques -- positive and negative -- 
they (and we) have offered. Let's 
make extensive and responsible use 
of them to improve an important 
magazine. 





Sam Pilato 
Boston Chapter 





MORE WOMEN, MINORITIES IN SCIENCE 


A June report by the Science 
Manpower (SIC) Commission, a pro- 
fessional organization providing 
data on scientists, showed important 
increases for women and minorities. 
The number of women earning science 
degrees increased 15% over the last 
two decades despite an overall de- 
cline in the number of science p.o- 
fessionals. They released the 
following statistics: 


_ Percent Women 
B.S: - MSs PhD. 


1970 841.5 39.7 13.3 
1981 49.8 50.3 31.1 


How many of them got jobs though? 
Figures for minorities were not re- 
ported in the news report. (Washington 
Post) 


SOCIOBIOLOGY FINDS 
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS 


Author Norman Mailer told a 
recent lecture audience that prosti- 
tutes don't get pregnant because 
of the "competitiveness of the 
sperm." Said Mailer, "when a woman 
has sex with five to ten different 
men a night, the sperm from each 
man is battling against the other 
sperm. They're all killing each 
other off." Mailer also said he 
does not approve of most birth con- 
trol methods because "women's  on- 
traceptive instincts become con- 
fused." 


- From Hersay 
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BOSTON BENEFIT A SUCCESS! 


The July/August issue was 
brought to you due to the incredible 
efforts of the Boston Fundraising 
Committee, who successfully organ- 
ized the second annual Boston Science 
for the People benefit cocktail 
party in June. With featured 
speakers Randall Forsberg of the 
Institute for Defense and Disarmament 
Studies, and SftP's own geneticist 
Jon Beckwith and biologist Ruth 
Hubbard, and delicious food donated 
by local restaurants, a good time 
was had by all. We also started 
off the summer a little more solvent 
than usual, so all in all, it was a 
great success. Many thanks to all 
those folks who helped to make it so. 


SURPRISE! 
MORE WEAPONS RESEARCH 


The President's Office of Science 
and Technology Policy after a year-long 


study reported recently that the 755 
federal labs, which receive over $15 
billion in grants, need to be redi- 
rected away from alternative energy 


and more towards new weapons develop- 


ment. The Presidential panel study- 
ing the question found "serious de- 
ficiencies" that compromise research 
quality and cost-effectiveness. It 
recommended expanding access to the 
labs by private industry, univer- 
sities, and the military. Not sur- 
prisingly, the panel was chaired by 
David Packard (Hewlett-Packard) and 
included Edward Teller, Albert 
Wheeler (Hughes Aircraft), and 
physicists from Yale, MIT, and 
University of Illinois. 


(Washington Post, July 16, 
1983) 
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NOTABLE QUOTES 


"Rational approaches to social 
problems cannot be developed in iso- 
lated laboratories. Scientists need 
to be connected to the world of 
work -- the factories, the offices, 
the mines, the rails, the roads, and 
the skies where our people earn their 
daily bread. Without such a connec- 
tion, scientists cannot fully grasp 
the impact of their own labors on 
their fellow citizens". 


Lane Kirkland -- from an address 
to Columbia University's Con- 
ference on Science and Labor, 
March 18, 1983, published April 
2, 1983 in the AFL-CIO News. 








MORE WATER NEWS 


More news items to follow up 
the July water issue of SftP: 
Florida's Agricultural Commissioner 
Doyle Conner in March extended his 
January ban on using temik for nine 
more months until November. Five 
parts per billion (ppb) of temik 
were found in an Orlando drinking 
well. The federal safety level is 
10 ppb. (New York Times, March 5, 
1983.) 


EPA Administrator Ruckelshaus 
testified before a House Subcommit- 
tee in June that although the federal 
government has "a role" in protect- 
ing groundwater supplies, the job 
should be left mostly to the states. 
He recently created a task force to 
look at groundwater contamination 
problems. Congressman Mike Synar 
(D-OK) was "astounded" by the lack 
of a coordinated national policy 
and expressed dismay that over 
"2,830 wells in 20 states have been 
contaminated in recent years from 
toxic wastes, pesticides, gasoline, 
storage tanks and mining operations". 
Rep. Dennis Eckart (D-OH) is one 
of the Congressmen proposing strong 
federal groundwater protection 
legislation. Rep. Bob Edgar (D-PA) 
also recently introduced a bill to 
create a $7 million, 17-member com- 
mission to study the groundwater 
problem. The commission would make 
its recommendations in late 1985. 
Edgar disavowed EPA and the Interior 
Departments claims to be working 
on the problem pointing to Watts' 
"instinct" that a national ground- 
water policy might threaten states 
rights. (Washington Post, July 
22, 1983.) 
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THE GREENING OF AMERICA 


July 9 we attended a community 
meeting called by visiting members 
of the Green Party of West Germany. 
They wanted to meet with members 
of U.S. peace groups to share in- 
formation and nonviolent strategy 
to organize against the deployment 
of the Cruise and Pershing missles 
this fall. People attending in- 
cludes members of SANE, the War 
Resisters League, Plowshares, the 
Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom, and, of course, 
SftP. 


The Greens shared with us 
their determination to stop the 
deployment of the Cruise and Per- 
shing, which they see as analogous 
to the Cuban missle crisis but in 
reverse. They say these missles 
make a first strike possible. One 
of their positions is that the 
threat of nuclear war is the ulti- 
mate crime against humanity. And, 
they believe, we must all do some- 
thing to stop it. 


In February 1983, the Greens 
conducted a tribunal in Nuremberg 
in which the U.S. and USSR were 
indicted for the criminal acts of 
possessing first strike nuclear 
weapons. As Petre Kelly said: 
"Were crimes against humanity 
criminal acts against humanity, 
criminal acts included punish- 
able by law, or were it nothing 
more than well-sounding phrases 
covering the revenge of the 
winners against.the losers?" The 
February tribunal found the follow- 
ing contrary to international law 
and criminal: any use, the threat 
of using, or the planning and pre- 
paration of atomic, biological, and 
chemical weapons; any strategy and 
any kind of atomic build-up which 
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renders a first strike possible; 
the deployment of atomic weapons 
in space; attacks on nuclear power 
plants; proliferation of the nu- 
clear industry; and squandering of 
human resources. 


The Greens are planning non- 
violent protests October 21-25 
against deployment of Cruise and 
Pershing. They have extended an 
invitation to Americans to come to 
West Germany and participate in the 
demonstrations. Mostly, they could 
use Americans with nonviolent train- 
ing, particularly with affinity 
group experience. 


To contact the Greens write: 
Die Grunen, Bundesgeschaftssbelle, 
Golmantstr 36, 5300 Bonn. 1, Telex 
886330. 


For a copy of the tribunal pro- 
ceedings or Peace Manifesto of 
Die Grunen write to Miriam and 
Scott in Washington, D.C. To pay 
for xerox expenses and postage we 
request $7.50 for the tribunal (70 
pages) or $1.50 for the Peace Man- 
ifesto (16 pages). 


P.S. The Greens were very glad to 
get several copies of SftP mag- 
azine and were familiar with 
our group. 


ROBOT GENE-SPLICING 


Hewlett-Packard Company and 
Genentech, Inc. announced a $10-20 
million venture over the next five 
years to computerize and automate 
gene-splicing technology. David 


Packard, co-founder of HP Co., already 


sits on the Genertech Board of Direc- 
tors. The new company, HP Genenchem, 
will be mostly owned by the Hewlett- 

Packard Company. 


Washington Post, July 23, 1983 
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COMPUTERS FOR THE PEOPLE 


A new computer group has 
Started up here in Washington, D.C. 
The Public Interest Computer Associa- 
tion (PICA) publishes a newsletter 
called Nexus, teaches classes, and 
sponsors lectures to the general 
public. Recent classes have in- 
cluded beginning and advanced BASIC, 
"perfect software", and setting up 
a telecommunication cooperative net- 
work. The classes are designed to 
show you what you need to know about 
the most popular micro computer pro- 
grams. Recent lectures have focused 
On privacy and technology and the 
hazards of VDTs. If you are inte- 
rested in more information write: 
PICA, 122 Maryland Ave. N.E., 
Washington, D.C. 20002. 


ANTI-NUCLEAR FERMENT 


War Without Winners II, is a 
documentary film and a project of 
the Fund for Peace. It features 
blue collar and white collar workers 
in both the U.S. and USSR who talk 
candidly about their feeling on the 
nuclear war issue. The film is 
available for rental from: Films, 
Inc., 733 Green Bay Rd., Wilmette, 
IL 60091. Or call: 800-323-4222. 
A Nuclear War Prevention Kit is 
available as a supplement for the 
film from: Center for Defense In- 
formation, 303 Capital Gallery 
West, 600 Maryland Ave. S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20024. 
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OUR APOLOGIES 


wine BY {\..-<4 In case you have not noticed, we 


missed one issue of the newsletter, 
the June-July 1983 issue. The rea- 
sons were many: lack of money, lack 
of material. But we are back on 
schedule now and look forward to keep- 
ing in touch. Please send us any 
news, notes, letters, comments you 
want to see published. It is your 
newsletter. 





T-SHIRTS! 





Looking for a nice cool T-shirt Deadline for submitting material 
to supplement your summer wardrobe? for the next newsletter is September 
Looking for a fashionable way to 15. Send items to: Miriam Struck 
show the world where your politics and Scott Schneider, 1851 Columbia 
lie? Road N.W., #109, Washington, D.C. 

20009. 


Took no more. We have the 
answer. The all-new SftP T-Shirt-- 


available in black print ona This newsletter was edited by 

red shirt, or white on blue. Miriam Struck and Scott Schneider; 

Sizes: S,M,L,XL. $7.00 each, produced by Paula Schnitzer, Seth 

$1.00 for postage and handling. Shulman, and the Boston Office; 
SEND FOR YOURS TODAY! _and typed by Mary Davis. 
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THE CHAPTER CRISIS 
AND MORE 


The crisis surrounding the 
magazine was addressed in the 
last Newsletter by the Magazine 
Committee in Boston by a pro- 
posal to recentralize control 
in Boston. This proposal in 
many ways reflects the reality 
of the organization, that there 
are very few viable Chapters 
any more. The proposal asks 
very bluntly, if there are no 
viable Chapters how can they be 
relied on to continue editing 
issues of the magazine. What 
the proposal does not address 
is: (1) how did we get to this 
Situation: and (2) what effect 
will recentralizing control have 
on the organization? 


During the past 7 years at 
National and Regional meetings 
we have discussed and recognized 
the problem of revitalizing old 
Chapters and organizing new 
ones. Many of the old Chapters 
sprung up on college campuses 
(Berkeley, Madison, Ann Arbor, 
Amherst, Stony Brook, Irvine, 
etc.). Most Chapters have a 
hard core of 5-10 activists that 
keep functioning. What happens 
if they all graduate and leave? 
If they were lucky one or two 
activists were faculty members 
or graduate students who would 
stay for 5 or more years to pro- 
vide continuity. But inevitably 
there was a need for constant 
recruiting. 
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In addition, new members 
often felt outside the small 
core of "old-timers" and had a 
hard time becoming active. This 
was a well-known phenomenon in 
groups like the Sociobiology 
Group where some members have 
been immersed in this issue for 
8 years now. 
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Due to a failure to grapple 
with these problems on both a 
national and a local level, the 
Chapters have fallen apart, ex- 
cept for the Boston group which 
keeps going due to a dedicated 
core of old members who feel 
committed to the organization 
and its ideals and have stayed 
in the Cambridge area, which 
has many more attractions than 
most "college towns". Most of 
the other such old members are 
scattered around the country one 
or two in each city or several 
in a city but without a Chapter 
forming. : 


Why don't Chapters form or 
spring up in»these cities? 
Why is it hard recruiting new 
members and integrating them? 
Partly it is due to the lack 
of a cohesive vision and goals 
of the organization. Outside 
of putting out the magazine, 
an activity primarily done in 
Boston, what does the organiza- 
tion do? How is it different 
from other groups on the left 
(environmental, anti-nuclear, 
food groups, anti-militarism 
groups, etc.). Those dif- 
ferences exist but they have 
to be articulated. 


There also has to be a 
better definition of who are 
members, who we are trying to 
reach. Because many Chapters 
were college-based, college 
students primarily got involved. 
As the organization aged so did 
its members. Many, no longer 
on campus, began to feel iso- 
lated or alienated from the 
organization and dropped out as 
active members, even though 
they still may subscribe to 
the magazine. 





Some felt they had outgrown 
the organization. That either 
the organization was rehashing 
the same issues and same con- 
clusions or that they had fully 
integrated the principles of the 
organization into their lives 
and were doing Science for the 
People as their work and had 
no more need to talk about how 
to do it theoretically. 





Then came the demoralizing 
and debilitating influence of 
the Reagan election and reces- 
sion. It has had a very real 
impact on the financial and 
emotional stability of most left 
organizations including our own. 
So consequently we spend much 
time spinning our wheels, fund 
raising to stay afloat, rather 
than organizing. 


All these reasons help to 
produce the current crisis in 
the organization. The magazine 
crisis is merely a reflection 
of that. Recentralizing control 
over it may exacerbate the real 
problems and create an organi- 
zation whose only function is 
to put out the magazine. 


I believe it is important 
to grapple with those other 
questions and problems as well 
and that the organization has 
a larger role to play. I hope 
we can start a dialogue on these 
issues. 


One possible solution to 
the Chapter problem which I add 
for discussion might be to ap- 
ply to left foundations for a 
grant to hire a full-time or- 
ganizer for one year to travel 
around the country to start 
new Chapters, rebuild old ones, 
and develop strategies to keep 


them vital. Scott Schneider 
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HONK IF YOU SEE A QUACK 


Al Hamburg knows a quack 
when he sees. one. Last August, 
at a hearing on the MX missles 
in Torrington, Wyoming, Al 
honked on his duck call each 
time the Air Force officials 
referred to the MX as the 
"peacekeeper". He was given 
a suspended fine of $100.00 
for "disturbing the peace". 

So how come the Air Force didn't 
get a fine also? 





LARRY McDONALD ON SftP 


Former Congressman Larry 
McDonald, killed in the Korean 
NY Times jet liner crash in the Soviet 
Aug. 28, 1983 Union, was no slouch when it 

2 v . . . 

came to fighting Commies. Dur- 
ing his first year in office 
(1975) he inserted 308 entries 
into the Congressional Record 
(as "extensions of remarks") 
to lambast subversive organiza- 
tions. Those 389 pages in- 
cidently cost the taxpayers 
$108,987 and represented 153 
of all the undelivered speeches 
in the Congressional Record 
that year. In 1976 McDonald 
continued his tirade and found 
time to single out Science for 
the People as a threat to U.S. 
national security. The Septem- 
ber 27, 1976 Congressional 
Record (p. E-5309-5310) con- 
tains a McDonald entry titled 
"Revolutionaries in the Pro- 


fessions: Scientists and En- 
gineers for Social and Politi- 
cal Action". It gives a short 





description and history of SftP 
paying particular attention to 
the technical aid project to 
the North Vietnamese and the 
trip to China, claiming that 
"many SESPA members are oriented 
to Maoist Communism". He then 
lists all the contributers and 
magazine committee members for 
the July 1976 issue as well as 
all the Chapters and contact 
persons. 
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WE'RE IN THE MONEY? 


Universities are always 
complaining about pinched bud- 
gets, cutting back on staff, 
raising tuition, and crowding 
the classrooms. One might 
think they had no money. Quite 
to the contrary the Washington 
Post reports (September 5, 

1983) that universities are 
reaping a bonanza from their 
investments in the bullish stock 
market. Harvard, for example, 
increased its endowment by 43% 
in the last year to over $2.4 
billion. Northwestern Univer- 
sity made $163 million in that 
year to increase its endowment 
51%. Some universities like the 
University of Texas invest 
heavily in oil royalties (UT 
owns 2.1 million acres of oil 
land) and made additional money 
there. The market value of the 
UT endowment was up $410 million 
to over $2 billion.- 


Some nervousness still 
exists since much of the gain 
is on paper, but donations also 
increased 14% in 1981-82. 
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THE GENETICS CODE 


EPA stepped into the pic- 
ture last August and decided to 
take over regulation of the Re- 
combinant DNA business. The 
office created to monitor the 
biotechnology industry has a 
staff of 25 and budget of $3 
million. The new microbial 
products may be regulated under 
TSCA (Toxic Substances Control 
Act) or may fall under exist- 
ing pesticide or drug regula- 
tions depending on their pur- 
pose. EPA will have to decide 
if a microbe is risky and if 
so how hazardous is it. Com- 
panies will have to notify EPA 
every time a new substance is 
made, keep manufacturing rec- 
ords, do safety tests, and 
notify EPA if it might present 
a risk. An EPA registry might 
be set up of gene-engineered 
products. 


Washington Post 
Aug. 9, 1983 
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ODOOOOOOOOOODOOODOOOODDOODOOOOODODOOOOOOOoOOoOO 


ON REORGANIZING THE 
PRODUCTION OF SftP 
MAGAZINE 


The Ann Arbor Chapter of 
SftP has discussed the proposals 
of the Boston Chapter for re- 
organizing the editing and pro- 
duction of the magazine both 
among ourselves, and with 
various members of SftP in 
Berkeley, Boston, and Washing- 
ton. While we agree with some 
of the points raised by Boston, 
we disagree with others, and 
here offer some comments and 
additional proposals. 


We agree that communica- 
tions have often broken down 
among editorial collectives, 
but disagree with the apparent 
view of the Boston Chapter that 
these problems will be solved 
by greater centralizaiton of 
control of the editorial pro- 
cess in Boston. This is not 


just because Boston, too, has 
sometimes failed to send out 
manuscripts for review to other 
groups, or to incorporate com- 
ments that were made and felt 
to be important by other re- 
viewers, or to send out other 
important items for review that 
affected the quality of the 
Magazine, such as magazine 
covers and news notes. It is 
mainly because we feel that 
overall the current system has 
been working rather well, that 
the quality of the magazine has 
benefited from decentralization 
and variety, and that the prob- 
lems that exist are not ad- 
dressed, or may even be exacer- 
bated, by some of Boston's 
proposals. 
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Efficiency is not the only 
virtue. Armies are efficient 
organizations. One price that 
collectives often pay for avoid- 
ing hierarchy is a loss of ef- 
ficiency. The more complicated 
the lines of decision making 
are, the more opportunity for 
lines to break. One way to 
compensate for this is to allow 
some degree of hierarchical 
structure, but to rotate respon- 
sibility and centralization 
equitably. ‘This is what the 
current editorial system ap- 
parently attempts to do. What 
remains important is to con- 
tinually improve communication 
to ensure that the logistical 
aspects of any operation run 
smoothly, such as getting things 
to reviewers or to the printer 
on time, and that major politi- 
cal contradictions or mistakes 
are ironed out before they ap- 
pear in print. We will come 
back to these ideas as we con- 
sider the proposals made by 
Boston as they appeared in the 
previous Newsletter. 


First, we like the idea 
of a board of reviewers around 
the country who can be available 
to provide more knowledgeable 
criticism of articles than is 
possible by an ad hoc collec- 
tive. We caution, however, 
that sending each article to a 
different reviewer adds more 
decision lines that are likely 
to break. This is in part why 
professional journals take so 
long to publish articles. One 
of us in Ann Arbor recently had 
a professional article pub- 
lished that was reviewed by only 
one referee instead of the usual 
two, because the editors de- 
cided to give up on waiting for 
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comments from a second one to 
whom they had sent a manuscript. 
A topical magazine like SftP 
cannot afford long lag times, 
and we may obtain even greater 
inconsistency if each issue is 
a random patchwork of the frac- 
tion of the articles sent out 
that come back in time to be 
used. We urge therefore that 
such outside review be seen as 
a supplement, not an essential 
link, in the editing process. 
On the other hand, this may be 
‘a good way to get more individ- 
uals actively involved in SftP 
who are not able to join or 
form Chapters. 


We do not like the idea of 
departments as a regular di- 
vision of responsibility, but 
see "subcontracting" depart- 
ments by each editorial collec- 
tive on a more flexible basis 
as a good idea, to the extent 
that it does allow more Chap- 
ters to be involved in the 
magazine. More on this pro- 
posal below, but for now we do 
not see how we can expect more 
consistency in political per- 
spective, or how Boston can 
expect more stability in re- 
ceiving hard copy, if several 
pieces of each issue come in 
from several locations around 
the country instead of one (al- 
though in our view some of this 
sort of inefficiency may again 
be worth the value of real par- 
ticipation by more groups). 


It seems. clear in Boston's 
proposals that these new sources 
of periodic confusion are simply 
to be straightened out by the 
proposed "one editorial com- 
mittee located in Boston", which 
will presumably homogenize po- 
litical differences (e.g., the 
"degree of political rhetoric") 


-edited and produced. 


and replace missing copy by 
individual fiat. But we feel 
that this is just as likely to 
canalize the perspective of the 
magazine along the lines of one 
group, and ensure only that all 
the mistakes inherent in such 

a system will be Boston mis- 
takes. Centralization of final 
editing like this might often 
smooth out bumps in any organ- 
ization, but it is something 
that we should all wish to min- 
imize. We do not see this as 

a desirable form of consistency, 
and are particularly alarmed by 
such statements by Boston as 
that other Chapters are "en- 
couraged" to solicit articles, 
that articles being considered 
by the one true editorial com- 
mittee in Boston "could be" 
sent to other Chapters, and that 
special issues "may be" put out 
by other Chapters. We see this 
as a sort of coup and predict 
that the participation by other 
groups would wane quickly as a 
result. 


What we suggest instead as 
an alternative starts with a 
stronger form of Boston's pro- 
posal #5. Instead of an ad- 
ditional "advisory" group, an 
editorial policy groups should 
meet 1-3 times per year to de- 
cide in detail how the issues 
of the next year should be 
The New 
World Agriculture Group (see 
SftP 15:1) meets twice a year 
with the location rotating 
among Ann Arbor, Boston, Ithaca, 
and Montreal. NWAG does this 
in part because it realizes 
that meeting only every one 
and.a half or two years (as 
SftP currently does) is not 
enough to avoid drifting apart. 
SftP ought to be able to man- 
age a Similar arrangement. 
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Editorial policy must be 
flexible to meet the changing 
nature of SftP as an organiza- 
tion. Currently two issues per 
year are edited each by Ann 
Arbor, Berkeley, and Boston. 
If, for example, Berkeley now 
feels that it can only edit one 
issue in the next "fiscal" 
year, while another group 
(e.g., Baltimore?) is now large 
and eager to do an issue, then 
a new distribution of issues 
for that year might be Ann 
Arbor, 2; Baltimore, 1 (or more 
of course); Berkeley, 1; Bos- 
ton, 2. Various departments 
would also be subcontracted at 
these -meetings to groups that 
want to be involved but do not 
want to edit one or more than 
one entire issue. The meetings 
should include just what pro- 
portion of effort Boston should 
be expected to devote to man- 
aging editing (read shitwork). 
We admit that they have some 
justification for feeling taken 
for granted. The first of 
these meetings should occur as 
soon as possible, and we in- 
vite Boston to suggest a date 
and location in this Newsletter. 


In short, we feel that the 
proposal by Boston SftP is to 
some extent an effort to avoid 
the inconveniences of decen- 
tralization by centralizing 
again in Boston. This would 
be perhaps more obvious if it 
had simply requested final con- 
trol, rather than also suggest- 
ing new organizational changes 
and potential pathways of con- 
fusion. We feel that this cen- 
tralization would tend to break 
up the organization rather than 
Strengthen it, and that this 
would be unfortunate, since we 
feel that we have more in com- 
mon here than not. We have not 
begun to give adequate effort 
to making decentralization work 
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better, and many other changes 
could be envisioned and con- 
sidered, from small ones like 
each group simply identifying 
its more reliable correspon- 
dents, to larger ones like 
finding additional printers in 
the other cities. We must con- 
tinue to find ways to make the 
magazine itself, no less than 
our other work, more a part of 
a "science by the people" and 
not a journal about "science; 
by some of the people", however 


radical. Ann Arbor SftP 
Judy Allen* 
Bruce Horwith 
Micah Kaminer* 
Barb Kritt 
Hugh McGuinness* 
Mary Minow* 
Kristen Nelson 
Ivette Perfecto 
Marg Reeves* 
Brian Schultz* 
Charlie Turner 
John Vandermeer* 


* = current editorial collective 


NEW SftP OFFICE 
COORDINATOR AND MAGAZINE 
BUSINESS MANAGER 


Paula Schnitzer will be 
leaving the job of SftP Office 
Coordinator on December 1. Ad- 
vertisements were sent out in 
October for applications for 
her position. The Hiring Com- 


mittee is interviewing appli- 
cants now and expects to hire 


someone by mid-November so 
Paula can train him or her be- 
fore she leaves. Paula has 
really done a great job with . 
great dedication. So they will 
be hard shoes to fill. 


Thanks, Paula. We ap- 
preciate all the hard work you 
put in. 





BETTER LATE THAN NEVER : ; 
This Newsletter was edited 


by Miriam Struck and Scott 
Schneider, typed by Mary Davis, 
and produced by Paula Schnitzer 
and Seth Shulman. 


The Newsletter is late 
again this time. The biggest 
problem was lack of material. 
We believe it is important for 
the Newsletter to keep coming 
out regularly and on time so 
we propose that the schedule 
be trimmed to 4 Newsletters a 
year (every 3 months) instead 
of 6. Unless we suddenly get 
a flood of material we will 
plan on changing the schedule. 
The next Newsletter will be 
for Jan.-Mar. 1984. Please 
send in any material for it by 
December lst. 


Deadline for the next News- 
letter is December 1st. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
A NECESSITY 


During the past few years 
a lot of discussion has gone : 
on between Boston and other 
Chapters. A lot of anger, mis- 
understandings, and political 
disagreements have been expres- 
sed. Some of it is evident in 
this Newsletter. Despite all 
these problems, all of us in 
the organization are committed 
to similar goals and to the 
survival of Science for the 
People as an organization. 
Some members have become turned 
off as a result of these dis- 
putes and left the organization 
oer gone on to work with other 
groups. Their departure is 
very sad for the organization 
and helps sap its strength. It 
is essential that we keep those 
old committed members in the 
organization and continue at- 
tracting new ones. 


Many of these disputes 
will only be resolved by open 
dialogue and face-to-face dis- 
cussion. We believe a national 
conference is necessary. In 
the past, they have, if nothing 
else, fostered an understanding 
of differing positions and feel- 
ings and heiped us work to- 
gether more closely. It is 
particularly important for new 
staff people to meet members 
from around the country and get 
to know them on a more personal 
level. National conferences 
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also are an important mechanism 
for members outside Boston to 
have effective input into 
national policy. By creating 
such a forum for dialogue, we 
can work out our differences 
and work together as an organ- 
ization towards our mutual 
goals. 


It has been over two years 
Since the last national con- 
ference. The time for this one 
is long overdue. Having worked 
with most of the parties in- 
volved for many years, we are 
confident that a conference will 
be beneficial for the organiza- 
tion. We recommend that a 
planning meeting be held in 
March with representatives from 
several Chapters to schedule a 
conference for the summer and 
begin planning an agenda. The 
agenda should raise many of the 
issues that has been discussed 
in the Newsletter, such as mag- 
azine policy and chapter build- 
ing as well as more long-range 
issues raised by the "restruc- 
ture committee" in Boston con- 
cerning the organization's goal 
and structures. We in Washing- 
ton are willing to host a 
planning meeting. 


ANNOUNCING: 

SCIENCE for the PEOPLE 
summer internships! 

An excellent opportunity to 
learn first hand about the 
workings of a small national 


Magazine. Write or call the 
office for further details: 
SCIENCE for the PEOPLE 

897 Main St. 

Cambridge, MA 0 
617/547-0370. 





MAGAZINE REPORT 


After pulling through an 
extremely difficult financial 
situation in 1983, we find 
ourselves in somewhat better 
shape financially, and markedly 
better shape psychologically for 
the coming year. 

We have reached the first 
"pay off" time from last year's 
direct mail campaign; people 
that began subscribing in the 
first batch of that mailing are 
now up for renewal. We are 
watching these results very 
carefully and nervously. 
Meanwhile, we are undertaking a 
new direct mailing of the same 
size this May. This time we hope 
to be able to do it more 
smoothly, with much better 
advance planning so that we will 
have more time to devote to 
other types of magazine 
promotion as well. 

In other areas, we are 
actively planning for upcoming 
issues. May/June looks like a 
strong general issue, and we are 
now receiving articles for the 
July/Aug special issue on 
"Science, the Media, and 
Policymaking." 

As usual we are trying to 
do a better job on most all 
fronts at once. We have just 
recently sent out most of the 
nominating letters for our 
newly-formed editorial advisory 
board, established to help to 

review and solicit articles for 
the magazine. With new volunteer 
distribution and circulation 
coordinators we are working on 
building up our bookstore sales, 
and improving our handling of 
renewals and bills. 

Although this is always a 
relatively good time of year for 
the organization financially, we 
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are encouraged that we are 
basically in the black for now. 

I would like to take this 
opportunity also to plug for 
more input from outlying 
members. WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 
YOU-- ABOUT ANY AND EVERYTHING! 
To this end, we are encouraging 
more members to write letters to 
the editor for publication in 
the magazine, and also to have 
folks give us more feedback in 
the national office. While we 
have been getting some very 
positive responses on the recent 
issues from outside folks, we 
don't hear that much from people 
within the group. We are looking 
forward to hearing more! 

Finally, I want to thank 
all those members that helped us 
to make it through last year. 
Despite all our problems, most 
of us here feel that our work is 
more important than ever, and so 
we are trying to meet the 
challenges head on. Together we 
might. all even make a 
difference. 
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REPORT FROM GARY KEENAN, 
SftP's NEW STAFFER: 


Hello, SFTP members! My 
name is Gary Keenan. I am the 
new magazine business manager and 
office coordinator in the our 
Cambridge office, and I am glad 
to be contributing to SCIENCE FOR 
THE PEOPLE. The more I learn 
about SFTP's first fifteen years, 
the more potential I see for the 
next fifteen. Three areas seem to 
need immediate attention: 
fundraising; magazine promotion 
(including our next direct mail 
effort); and improving the 
coherence of the Boston area 
chapter. The challenges are 
many, the resources fewer than 
we'd like, but this is the 
perpetual progressive dilemma. 

Around the time I was going 
through the hiring process, I 
watched "The Day After" on 
television. Though I have 
reservations about simplistic 
"pop" treatments of any 
holocaust, real or fictional, 
seeing the program actually 
helped me decide to work for SFTP 
if tndob were offered. The 
program gave millions of people 
an opportunity to think about the 


. nuclear mania of world leaders 


and what that might mean in the 
daily lives of ordinary citizens. 
And yet, factual gaps in program, 
the sanitized version of 
radiation sickness and fallout 
effects, underscored the need for 
a SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE to 
provide a fuller account of 
science in our world. 

My work background is in 
publishing, writing, and editing. 
I worked in circulation at 
Little, Brown, & Company's 
Medical Division, and for two 
years I was circulation manager 
at WORKING PAPERS MAGAZINE. I 
have done freelance editing for 
McGraw-Hill, BOSTON MAGAZINE, and 
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SRA, Inc. My writing for 
newspapers has focused on music 
and dance, though I've recently 
written about computers and small 
businesses. Some of my poetry 
(not nearly enough!) has been 
published in small magazines. 
Most of my promotion 

experience was gained through 
booking and producing jazz 
concerts at clubs and theaters 
around New England. I've managed 
a few restaurants and worked as a 
radio announcer. Blue collar 
experience: General Dynamics 
shipyard; various warehouses; 
roofing. 

My political work has been 
varied. I worked for the June 12 
Rally at Central Park, the 
People's Anti-war Mobilization, 
and Greenpeace at different times 
in the last five years. I 
believe that daily life is a 
political activity as well, 
whether it is a matter of joining 
a food co-op, working ina 
non-profit organization, or 
simply challenging our friends 
and ourselves to see more clearly 
our situation. 

In an election year, when 
people have a chance to make 
public choices, the values and 
will to change that SCIENCE FOR 
THE PEOPLE represents become 
increasingly important. I 
anticipate an exciting year for 
the organization and welcome the 
work ahead of us. 


| See De ae er eae eee eee - 
SALLYFORTH = GREG HOWARD 
I SUPPOSE ILL SUFFER FROMTHE MATERNAL 


WEST COAST RESPONSE TO 
THE MAGAZINE PROPOSAL 


Nov. 1, 1983 


We as a national organiza- 
tion have not yet developed an 
editorial schedule for 1984. 

In addition, Boston has recently 
made a proposal for centraliza- 
tion of editorial responsibil- 
ity. We will first reply to 

the specific points raised in 
the Boston (July 1983) proposal, 
publicized in the August-Septem- 
ber Newsletter, and then make 
our position clear. 


According to Boston's anal- 
ysis, the goals of the 1980 de- 
centralization of editorial con- 
trol among the three SftP re- 
gions were: "1) to involve 
more chapters in the central 
activity of SftP, i.e. publish- 
ing the magazine; 2) to strength- 
en the national organization by 
involving more people and in- 
creasing regular communication 
between groups; 3) to improve 
the magazine by including arti- 
cles from more writers outside 
of Boston who could write about 
interesting regional issues or 
different political perspec- 
tives; 4) to help the magazine 
reflect more broadly the con- 
cerns of all SftP groups, not 
just the Boston Chapter; 5) to 
share editorial skills with a 
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larger number of people; 6) to 
involve everyone in production, 
promotion and distribution of 
the magazine by giving them 
greater input into the editorial 
work; 7) to decentralize control 
of the national organization to 
chapters outside of Boston and 
help to form new chapters in 
each region by giving them a 
focussed activity." Boston 
concludes, "the decentralized 
editorial process has failed in 
almost every way." 


Not only is the charge for 
the most part unsubstantiated, 
but it is wrong. In fact, all 
but one of the stated goals 
have been achieved. More Chap- 
ters are involved in the maga- 
zine, communication has in- 
creased, more regional issues 
are covered, editorial skills 
are shared by a larger number 
of people, more people are in- 
volved in production, and, 
finally, more people are in- 
volved in promotion and distri- 
bution. With respect to the 
goal of forming new chapters 
in the country, we think that 
decentralization is a desirable 
framework for this to occur. 

We believe the major reason new 
chapters have not formed is re- 
lated more to the broader po- 
litical environment and the in- 
ability of SftP to maintain a 
relevant activist role in that 
context. The process of dis- 
tributing early drafts of arti- 
cles to all collectives has 
from time to time broken down 
with each collective, but over 
the past three years has worked 
well. 


Boston attempts to bolster 
its argument for the purported 
failure of the current structure 
by impugning the quality of the 
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magazine, but nowhere outlines 
any criteria for judging that 
quality. What are the criteria: 
political merit, editorial 
style, scientific integrity, 

or saleability? We believe 
that on several of these points, 
the magazine has, in fact, im- 
proved with decentralization, 
most strongly in political in- 
tegrity. 


The suitable forum for 
dealing with the Boston pro- 
posal lies in the already estab- 
lished framework of national 
conferences and the national 
decision-making triad. There- 
fore the current decentralized 
structure should be maintained 
until changed at a national 
conference. 


In accord with these ideas, 
we believe that Boston should 
place their proposal on the 
next national conference agenda. 
Further, we suggest that the 
national decision-making triad 
immediately produce a 1984 mag- 
aZine editorial schedule based 
on the 1980 formula for allocat- 
ing rotating regional control. 


South Bay Science for the 
People 

Nick Alexander 

Dave Kadlecek 


Los Angeles Annex Science 


for the People 
Ross Flewelling 


East Bay Science for the 
People 

Linda Golley 

Sandra Marburg 

Bertoldt Matzanke 
Gertraud Mueller 


Ed NOTE: This came too late 
for the last News- 
letter but is printed 
here so we could in- 
clude all responses. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE 
BOSTON STEERING COMMITTEE 
OF SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE 

by 
Ted Goldfarb and 
Dan Wartenberg 


Two and one-half years ago 
the Stony Brook Chapter of Sci- 
ence for the People began work 
on a pamphlet on toxic wastes. 
We hoped it would serve as a 
source of information and guid- 
ance to groups confronted with 
the need to organize in response 
to a local waste hazard. We 
received encouragement to pur- 
sue this project from people we 
talked to both within Science 
for the People and also members 
of other environmental organiza- 
tions. The staff of the Boston 
office told us that they fre- 
quently received requests for 
information on toxics and cer- 
tainly could use a pamphlet of 
this sort. 


We reported on our progress 
in the Science for the People 
Newsletter and at the 1982 
National Meeting. After ten 
months, we had completed a first 
draft and sent it to about a 
dozen groups and individuals 
(including the Boston office) 
for technical and political com- 
ments. We were pleased to re- 
ceive several thoughtful re- 
sponses and labored for another 
six months revising the draft. 
On completing our revised draft, 
we spoke with the Boston office 
staff about getting the pamphlet 
printed and distributed. They 
offered some suggestions for us 
to pursue, but agreed to look 
into it as well. 


Approximately a year ago, 
we sent the final copy to the 
Science for the People office. 
We asked the staff to have it 


typeset, laid out and printed 

as a Science for the People 
document. We recognized that 
since the organization was in 
its usual dire financial straits, 
it might be necessary to seek 
some seed money from one of 
several possible funding sources 
to have it printed. We offered 
to write cover letters to fund- 
ing organizations and discuss 
the material with them if the 
office staff could coordinate 
the effort. We would also help 
in making contacts for dis- 
tributing the pamphlet. We as- 
sume that the printing costs 
could ultimately be recouped 
through sales of the pamphlet. 
(Our Chapter had fully recovered 
the cost of printing the Three 
Mile Island SftP pamphlet which 
we produced and distributed 
ourselves.) 


Several weeks ago, having 
heard nothing for ten months, 
we inquired about the fate of 
the pamphlet. We were told that 
it had initially been given to 
a newly formed, environmental 
group in Boston (for what pur- 
pose we are not sure) and it 
apparently died there. (Having 
done environmental work for 
SftP for the past few years, we 
were also disappointed that we 
were not even contacted about 
this "new" SftP environmental 
group.) At that point we again 
urged the office staff to pursue 
getting the pamphlet printed. 
We were told it would be dis- 
cussed at the next Steering 
Committee meeting. The answer 
came back that the organization 
was overcommitted and could not 
take on another project since 
whatever spare time the staff 
had would be spent organizing 
for a forthcoming local NSTA 
meeting. 


Science for the People 


We are appalled by this 
haphazard response to our ef- 
forts. What political princi- 
ples are used to set the work 
priorities for the staff? We 
believe that SftP's most im- 
portant charge is to make sci- 
ence accessible to those with- 
out technical expertise, to 
disseminate information and 
educate people as to the ways 
science is being used and mis- 
used to control their thoughts 
and actions. 


The inability of outlying 
Chapters to receive equal con- 
sideration and staff support 
for their projects is not a new 
issue but a continuing problem 
for our organization. Efforts 
to establish a workable nation- 
wide decisionmaking process in 
Sf£ftP have never produced any 
long-lasting results. Without 
any such procedure, we would 
hope that the staff would at- 
tempt to get some national in- 
put, on an ad hoc basis, when 
faced with a specific request 
from one of its long-standing 
Chapters. If our pamphlet was 
rejected on the basis of politi- 
cal and technical criticisms 
after having been distributed 
to the active Chapters, we would 
have no complaint. We have re- 
ceived no such criticism. In- 
deed, all we received while 
working on the project was en- 
couragement. Perhaps requests 
to the office for information 
On toxic wastes have ceased. 
What we are seeking is some 
politically sensible rationale 
for the post hoc rejection of. 
a project our small Chapter put 
a great deal of effort into. 

It is our personal view that 
publishing useful, educational, 
organizing tools on key scien- 
tific and technical issues 
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should be at least as high a 
priority for SftP as organizing 
yet another NSTA meeting. Ad- 
ditionally, waiting a year to 
hear from the national office, 
and then receiving word only 
after regeated inquiries, is 
grossly unfair to those of us 
who work for the goals of SftP 
but do not live in Boston. 


RESPONSE TO STONYBROOK LETTER 


by Seth Shulman, Magazine Coordinator 


I have been hesitant to 
respond to Ted and Dan because it 
is difficult to know exactly what 
to say. Lack of communication 
among the different chapters and 
collectives across the country is 
a huge and important problem. This 
particularly unfortunate incident 
is an excellent example. On a 
personal level I want to 
apologize; I know that they have 
both worked hard on this project. 
However, in my capacity as an SftP 
staffer, a much different 
response is demanded. 

Science for the People the 
national organization is in a very 
difficult period. Similarly, we 
have just come through a difficult 
financial period for the magazine. 
Before going further, a basic fact 
must be once again reiterated: 

WE HAVE ONLY TWO STAFF PEOPLE IN 
THE NATIONAL OFFICE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PUTTING OUT A NATIONAL 
MAGAZINE. 

There is virtually no comparable 
situation in the publishing world, 
even on the left. The job of 
producing a bimonthly magazine 
would be much work for 12 full- 
time staffers. Magazines about our 
size have staffs of anywhere from 
4 to 16 staff people. Few, if any, 
have two. 
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People outside of the Boston 
chapter seem not to realize this. 
Despite the volunteer effort of a 
handful of people here in Boston, 
WE WORK HARD. Personally, I am 
constantly overworked, putting in 
well in excess of 50 hours a week 
for very little pay. Many 
volunteers in this area are in the 
office as many as three nights a 


week. Members in Boston devote 


evenings, afternoons and weekends 
to the organization regularly. 

Almost all of this work goes 
into producing, editing, 
fundraising for, and maintaining 
(e.g. renewals, data entry, bills, 
etc. etc.) a national magazine. To 
take just a minor example, when 
the magazine comes back, staff and 
volunteers send out close to 2000 
copies to newsstands across the 
country and around the world. This 
task alone (boxing, invoicing, 
bookkeeping, etc.) requires 
Significant TIME AND ENERGY. 

The most frustrating thing 
about the letter from Ted and Dan 
is illustrated by their sentence: 
"The inability of outlying 
chapters to receive equal 
consideration and staff support 
for their projects is not a new 
issue but a coninuing problem for 
Our Organization." This sounds a 
lot to me like a conspiracy 
theory. For Ted and Dan's 
information, as well as for the 
information of the membership, we 
in Boston are involved in VERY FEW 
projects other than magazine- 
related projects. Of these very 
few projects that we have 
undertaken (such as organizing a 
presence at this springs National 
Science Teachers Association 
Conference in Boston), we are 
working above and beyond the work 
that we already are doing to make 
the magazine come out every two 
months. 


When we undertake a project 
in Boston, particularly an 
expensive one like publishing a 
booklet, one of the first jobs 1s 
raising the money. The Stonybrook 
chapter raised no money to publish 
their booklet. Do they realize 
that it will cost as much as 


$5000? They state early on in 
their letter that they received 
encouragement to pursue their 
project. This is certainly true. 
But there were never, as far as I 
know, any promises that Boston 
would come up with the money, do 
all the typesetting, production 
work and distribution. If the 
outlying chapters only realized 
the gravity of our situation here 
in Boston, perhaps they would 
treat us differently. Quite 
simply, as I told Ted over the 
phone, the pamphlet was not 
published by the national office, 
because we do not have the money 
or the time to undertake that 
scale of a project. If we had the 
money, we might be able to make 
the time, but without it, unless 
we get on much more secure footing 
here soon, there is little chance 
to produce something like that 
without serious work by some 
individuals (in or out of Boston) 
to raise the money and take on the 
project. Ted and Dan and the 
Stonybrook chapter never did this. 
Rather than think of it asa 
conspiracy, I would greatly 
appreciate it if we could all try 
to work together better to 
accomplish our goals. In this 
newsletter Scott Schneider 
wirites of the urgency of a 
national conference. 


I would also like to urge 
outlying groups to help to 
organize this event. Hopefully, 
with better communication, we can 
more clearly understand our 
organizational goals, and also be 
careful not to expect unreasonable 
things of each other. 


Science for the People 


ANN ARBOR CHAPTER 


The Ann Arbor Chapter is 
working on the May/June 1984 
issue. It is also a general 
issue. Possible articles in- 
clude: national parks in 
Nicaragua, occupational health 
in the UAW, and no-til agri- 
culture. 


In Fact, That's The 
Way A Cookie Should Crumble 


Remember Nestle's Totl 
House Cookies? Like many of 
us, you probably have not had 
one for seven years since IN 
FACT declared a boycott to 
force Nestle to change its in- 
fant formula promotion policies 
in the Third World. Now, at 
last, IN FACT has won and the 
boycott is over. And those 
mouth-watering cookies that we 
remember so well are just wait- 
ing to be popped in the ovens 
and our mouths. In case you 
no longer have your recipe, 
here's a reminder: 


2 1/4 cup all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 cup butter 

3/4 cup sugar 

3/4 cup brown sugar, firmly 
packed 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

2 eggs 

12 oz. Nestle's chips 

1 cup nuts (optional) 


Mix, drop on cookie sheet, 
bake 8-10 min. at 375° FP. 
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BAY AREA CHAPTER REPORT 


_ Recent activity is centered 
around editorial work for the , 
September/October 1984 issue. 

It is a general issue and 
planned article topics include: 
age research funding, the World 
Bank in the Phillipines, and 

the Nuclear Freeze Pacific move- 
ment. 


Wthe people otthe bottom of the pile stepeed AG tricning sod le gat wood bappant 
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NEWS NEWS NEWS 


Darwin Deleted 


1984 began a new era in 
revisionism as the Texas Board 
of Education approved on January 
14 new guidelines for high 
school biology textbooks: 

They no longer need to mention 
evolution or Darwin. Since 
Texas is the largest textbook 
publisher in the nation (6.3% 
of the market), this has had 
ripple effects throughout the 
industry. Textbooks purchased 
are usually kept for 8 years or 
So. This will impact student 
Curricula through 1992. 


One professor of education 
at Texas Tech, Gerald Skoog, 
surveyed textbooks between 1970- 
1982 and found 30-803 less 
coverage of evolution than those 
published in the 1960s. The 
1981 text "Experiences in Bi- 
Ology" did not even use the 
word evolution. Some schools 
are resisting through. New York 
City refused to buy 3 biology 
texts becaust the treatment of 
evolution was too diluted. 


One textbook company pres- 
ident explained, "Forty years ago 
we used to have two versions 
of the Civil War, one that sold 
in the North and one in the 


South. Now the economics of 
the business are such that no- 
body can afford to do that. I 
could bring out the most au- 
thoritative textbook in the 
world, but if it isn't what the 
public says it wants, what the 
hell good is it?" 








“BUT YOU DON'T MIND PROVING IT'S POSSIBLE 


TO MAKE MONKEYS QUT OF PEOPLE” 
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The Washington Post even 
deplored this trend, commenting, 
"No doubt the Flat Earth Crowd 
is already going over sixth 
grade reading assignments with 


just this mind set. The whole 
business is worse than silly. 
It's dishonest, futile and 
stupid, and it needs to be 
stopped." 


Washington Post 
1/17/84, 1/22/84 








"The Day After" has been 


shown in Poland in late January. 


The word "East" in reference to 
East Germany was the only de- 
letion. 


Washington Post 


WALKMANS AND HEARING 


With the increased use of 
Walkmans and other personal 


stereos using head phones, there 


has also been increased concern 
about hearing loss that result 


from such use. The Occupational 


Health and Safety Act set 85 
decibels as the limit for re- 
quiring earplugs or earmuffs 
for hearing protection. Damage 
has been documented down to 80 
dB. Finally, there is a device 
to protect from personal stereo 
noise. The EARSAVER (made by 
Amentech Company, P.O. Box 372, 
Hopatcong, NY 07843) plugs in- 
to any such equipment and auto- 
matically cuts off the sound if 
it goes above 85 dB. The sound 
is restored when the music goes 


down to a lower level. The user 


must adjust the volume down to 
avoid interruptions. The de- 
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vice should be in full produc- 
tion soon. Individual orders 

will be filled by the company 

for $19.95. 


New_York Times 


NUCLEAR ARMS RESEARCH 


Anti-war activity may be 
returning to the campuses. The 
Baltimore-based Committee for 
the Conversion of the Applied 
Physics Laboratory (APL) of 
Johns Hopkins University met 
with University President Steven 
Miller demanding a halt to 
weapons research. APL has been 
working on Navy-sponsored re- 
search on the guidance system 
for the Trident II missles. 
Miller told the Committee that 
nuclear warheads are not part 
of any project at the lab and 
that he and the University did 
not believe that work at the 
lab contributes to the prolif- 
eration of nuclear weapons. 





Peacework/CPF 


Carl O. Bostrom, Director of 

the APL stated that deployment 
of any weapons system the lab 

is connected with is a political 
decision not scientific. The 
Committee plans to press their 
case at the February meeting 

of the University trustees. 


Washington Post 


ll 


WRITE ON 


Are you ready for another 
contest? Our last contest, to 
solicit a name for the Newslet- 
ter, was a dismal failure. Un- 
daunted we embark on a new con- 
test. Its goal? To provoke 
some thoughts on the goals and 
purpose of our organization. 
Your asSignment, should you de- 
cide to accept it, is to write 
a l-page essay on the topic: 
"Why Should I Join Science for 
the People?" Your audience 
would be a prospective menber. 


Please send your entries 
by June 15 to: 


SftP Newsletter Contest 

Scott Schneider & Miriam 
Struck 

806 Houston Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 








SCIENCE: PEOPLE 
THE 
SSR RG BENET SE ES TN OTT EE EE SEERA, 
897 MAIN STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 





The prize: Your entry will 
be published in the next News- 
letter and you win a free bed 
and breakfast weekend in beauti- 
ful Takoma Park, a nuclear free 
zone next to the nation's capitol. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO000 


This newsletter was brought 
to you by Scott Schneider and 
Miriam Struck with technical 
assistance from Mary Davis, 

Seth Shulman, and Gary Keenan. 


Deadline for submissions 
for the Summer Issue is 
May 25th. Send materials to our 
new address: 


806 Houston Ave. 
Takoma Park, MD 20912. 
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SFTP COMPUTER GROUP ON LINE! 


A new incarnation of SFTP's Computer 
Study Group has been meeting every 
other Monday evening at the National 
Office in Cambridge. The group first 
coalesced around a demonstration 
against Pentagon plans for computers 
and robots in July. Since then the 
group has been discussing computers 
and the military, preparing for an 
October SFTP forum featuring MIT 
Computer Science Professor Joseph 
Weizenbaum, Andrew Langer from High 
Tech Professionals for Peace, and 
Jaqueline Dee of the Jobs with Peace 
Campaign. 

The group intends to be a place 
where the impact of computers and 
computer technology can be explored 
in a variety of contexts, through 
readings and discussions. Some 
members are interested in writing 
software for SFTP. This activity 
could also be offered to other 
progressive organizations. Workshops 
in hardware and software, a Spring 
forum on Computers and Social 
Change, and writing software reviews 
for the magazine are some of other 
possibilities the group is 
considering. 

After the October 24 forum on 
computers and the military, the 
group will turn to computers and 
education. Please call the National 
Office for more information on the 
group. 


COMPUTERS 
IN UNIFORM 
A Good Fit? 


CLOT ELA 








A panel discussion on the 
influence of military 
spending on computer 
science, education, and 
society. 
















NATIONAL OFFICE REPORT 


As SFTP enters the final quarter 
of 1984, we have several important 
accomplishments to report, as well 
as some unfulfilled goals. Our 
financial status remains precarious, 
but we seem to have weathered the 
crises of 1983 and come out a more 
stable organization. Given the 
nature of our enterprise, we will 
always be struggling to make ends 
meet; our task is to make that 
struggle effective. 

Two large grants were secured 
this year. Their full impact will 
not be felt until 1985, but the 
boost to our morale was immediate. 
New England Biolabs gave us $3000 to 
promote "Fate or Fiction", the slide 
show produced by Boston's 
Sociobiology Study Group. Several 
showings in the Boston area have 
been enthusiastically received, 
including a workshop at an Educators 
for Social Responsibility Conference 
in September. 

The CS Fund has granted us $10000 
to produce a special issue on 
biotechnology and genetic engineer- 
ing, slated for May/June of 1985. 
This includes money to pay some 
authors for investigative articles, 
a’ policy we have wanted to 
implement for some time. We hope the 
grant will be an impetus to start a 
regular fund for such articles, 

Our 1984 Direct Mail Campaign has 
been quite successful thus far. By 
the end of the year we should have 
about 1000 new subscribers, pushing 
our total circulation above 5000. 

We have also been making new friends 
at a number of area events: a Vote 
No To War Rally of 7000 persons on 


Boston Common in September, a Toxics 
Action '84 conference in October, 
and a Peace Bazaar at Boston College 
in October. 

Our Fundraising Committee 
organized a successful Whale Watch 
in September and is planning a 
Benefit Party in December. Due to 
recent changeover of membership, 
this committee is quite short of 
members. We urge anyone with the 
time and interest to contact the 
office about this group. 

Many people get a funny look on 
their face when "fundraising" is 
mentioned, but this group is one of 
the main reasons why SFTP is here 
today! It carrys on important 
political work, through letter 
writing, event planning, and 
organizing SFTP's resources. If we 
are to meet our goal of $30,000 
raised this year (we are about 70% 
there), we need more help! Our 
future projects include revamping 
the SFTP Speaker's Bureau and 
planning grant proposals in a way 
that doesn't undermine our solid 
base of individual support. 
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NEW SFTP MEMBER 
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One very big (exciting) 
reason this newsletter is so 
late is due to a new addition 
to our ranks. We in Boston 
are not as adept at this task 
as are Scott Schneider and 
Miriam Struck, new parents 
of Jessica Emma (as in Gold- 
man), who was born June 22. 


Congratulations and we 


are looking forward to the 
next issue of the newsletter. 
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I've received a warm welcome to 
Science for the People and would 
like to extend my thanks and 
enthusiasm back to all of SftP's 
members. Now in my third week of 
work as magazine coordinator, I'm 
still orienting myself to the 
magazine, the organization and to 
Boston, 

Here's my story: I've just 
moved from Western Massachusetts-—-my 
home of eleven years--and am 
finishing a master's degree in labor 
studies, focusing on occupational 
safety and health and working 
women's issues. I'm editor of a 
grassroots progressive newsjournal 
for Western Mass., Vermont and New 
Hampshire called River Valley 
Voice. I co-owned and managed two 
typesetting and graphics coops and 
an alternative bookstore. 

As for other publications, I 
worked at the now-deceased New 
Roots alternative energy magazine, 
the Valley Advocate, and too many 
volunteer newsletters and journals 
to remember. I've taught classes in 
production, editing and typesetting 
to college students, community 
groups and labor unions. I 
freelanced my way through grad 
school, and have experienced the 
pitfalls, hypertension, exuberance, 
muck, mire and silver linings of 
shoestring operations. 

I feel a political affinity 
with SftP. I also came of age with 
the antiwar and women's movements. 
At about the time of SftP's third 
birthday, I was beginning to wonder 
about the safety of the nuclear 





power plant a mile from my parents' 
home. Environmental work has always 
been a priority for me. In recent 
years, I've been active in a women's 
occupational health and safety 
group, helped found a battered 
women's shelter, a labor/community 
support network and a labor 
committee on Central America. 


As a newcomer to SftP, I hope 
to offer an unjaded perspective, and 
plan to devote much time and energy 
to promotion, outreach, volunteer 
organizing, fundraising, direct 
mail, design, ad sales, planning, 
soliciting articles, improving 
communication among chapters and 
members, reviving the Speakers 
Bureau--already, this sounds like 
the job of four or five people. 
Better stop there. 

Some of SftP's weaknesses are 
due to its low profile, low 
circulation and limited resources. 
SftP needs more members, more 
subscribers and more money. 

Work on promotion, distribution, 
increasing membership, outreach, 
and coordinating and endorsing 
events with other progressive 
organizations are all crucial for 
building visability, participation, 
fundability and magazine sales. 

I'm excited about working with 
Science for the People. I'll 
certainly give you all I've got. 
I've been an- subscriber and an 
admirer of SftP for many years, and 
I'm glad to finally be a part of 
SftpP. 


--Leslie Fraser 








OPEN LETTER FROM SETH 


As many of you know, I have 
just switched to working at SftP 
part-time as the Editorial 
Coordinator, leaving my post as 
Magazine Coordinator in the very 
capable hands of Leslie Fraser, our 
new staffer. (Look for her intro 
notice in this issue of the 
newsletter...) Having worked at SftP 
now close to two years, I feel that 
it is an important time to reflect 
on the state of things, and also to 
encourage others in the organization 
to do the same. 

Organizational changes are 
often inexorably slow, and sometimes 
imperceptible. Taking the long view, 
however, the changes here in the 
past two years are dramatic and 
notable. When I began working here 
we were entering the roughest 
financial period in our history; 
many people were seriously 
considering folding or cutting way 
back on our activities for financial 
reasons alone. There were few good 
mechanisms for accomplishing our 
regular work and many aspects of the 
organization were in serious 
trouble. 

I reflect on these things now 
not to pretend that all these 
problems have miraculously vanished. 
But the comparison does point to a 
lot of work and dedication on the 
part of many people: while we still 
have far to go, there is no question 
that we are on much surer footing 
today. We are in some of the best 
financial shape in recent memory. We 
could certainly use more money, but 
this year we have paid for every 
issue without a hitch, and have 
remained relatively on top of our 
outstanding bills. 

We have a volunteer coordinator 
system which provides organized 
volunteer help for bills and 
renewals, mailing the magazine to 
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bookstores, and doing production. We 
have embarked on a second direct 
mail campaign with a budget and 
plans for follow through. We have 
established an editorial advisory 
board, and have formed a new 
Magazine/Steering Committee with a 
dozen regular members. We have close 
to doubled our newsstand presence, 
and have undertaken organized 
promotional efforts for every issue 
this year, including press releases, 
presence at conferences, and 
mailings. 

I think we are heading in the 
right direction. But I also think 
that this fall is perhaps the best 
opportunity we have had since I have 
been here to build on our current 
momentum and, through substantive 
outreach, greatly expand our 
activities. We have made progress in 
many areas, but in many others we 
have been treading water. 

I'd like to take this 
opportunity to review the projects 
on the docket now. Many of them are 
happening here in Boston, but many 
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are nationally oriented, and we 
could use any and all help from 
outlying members. 


* Here in Boston we are having 
three forums this fall: 

1) on the impact of computers 
to help get the computer study group 
off the ground; 

2) on ecological warfare and 
environmental issues to help infuse 
our environmental group with new 
members; and 

3) on organizing scientific aid 
to Nicaragua. 

* We received a grant to do an 
expanded special issue of the 
magazine on biotechnology. See the 
short item in the newsletter for 
more info. This is a big shot in the 
arm for next year's budget, and a 
great project, too. 

* There is a national 
conference tentatively planned for 
spring 1985, 

* We have recently sent a 
letter to all the chapters and 
contacts in the beginning of an 


effort to embark on some serious 
chapter building and national 
outreach. There is no question that 
there is a tremendous amount of work 


to be done in this area. The 
national organization definitely 
needs to be revamped and 
reorganized. As it stands it lacks 
any coherent kind of organization, 
and even the most active collectives 
often seem more like separate, 
unrelated groups, than like chapters 
of a cohesive whole. 

* If our total response to this 
direct mail effort is as good as it 
looks, there is talk of starting now 
to raise the money to do a mailing 
to twice as many people next spring. 


* We are discussing the 
possibility of reestablishing our 
speakers bureau, this time hopefully 
getting an agent to book talks 
around the country. 

* The sociobiology group is 
planning to promote their slide show 
and booklet this fall with help from 
a small grant. 


* The environmental group is 
planning to pull together some grant 
proposals to do a booklet similar to 
the sociobiology booklet, only on 
environmental issues, or some 
Similar project. 

* There are plans to redesign 
the look of the magazine in the 
fall. 

* We are hoping to undertake 
the second round of our distribution 
project to place SftP in more 
bookstores, 

* There is still hope of 
establishing a writer's fund to help 
pay for a certain number of articles 
per year. 

_ * There is renewed interest in 
taking up a several-year-old offer 
to do some sort of limited radio 
show based on some of our articles 
in conjunction with the local NPR 
affiliate, 
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* We are gathering names for a 
new promotion disk for the computer 
to do special promotional mailings 
targeted to groups with specific 
interest in the topics we are 
covering. 

* We have purchased a third 
disk drive for the computer to 
facilitate our expanded subscriber 
list. 

* Through joint efforts of our 
steering and promotion groups, we 
have dramatically increased presence 
at local events, demonstrations, 
conferences, etc. 

And the above are just a few of 
the things that have been going on 
around here! Getting the writer's 
fund underway, establishing a 
formalized intern program, 
expanding our activities and 
visibility...In addition to 
improving the quality of our 
established processes and products, 
these are some of the projects I 
hope to address during the rest of 
my time as a staffer at SftP. 


I am hoping that the momentum 
that we can generate will put 
Science for the People back on the 
map as an effective and vocal 
organization striving for 
a science and technology more 
directed towards human needs, and 
more accountable to the public. The 
issues we cover have, if anything, 
become more important today. They 
stand at the very core of many of 
the major political issues of our 
time: the arms race, environmental 
contamination, oppression of working 
people and minorities, impacts of 
computers and robotics, 
biotechnology, etc. etc. More than 
ever the connections that we have 
consistently been making throughout 
our sixteen year history need to be 
heard, not only by our core 
membership, but by many people 
outside our progressive circle of 
readers, and by a new generation of 
young people. I read recently that 


Physicians for Social Responsibility 
went from a membership of 800 to a 
membership of 28,000 in four years. 
These figures describe the type of 
phenomenal growth of a movement that 
can happen with good organization to 
galvanize a constituency. We have a 
far broader potential constituency 
than that of PSR, which is made up 
solely of medical professionals. And 
though our politics are surely more 
to the left, I believe we have a 
broader agenda which could be more 
widely adopted. I hope that the next 
years can see a burgeoning growth of 
our size and activities as well. But 
I am not niavely assuming that it 
can happen without planning and hard 
work, 

As I am slightly phasing myself out 
of full-time dedication to the 
organization to pursue some of my 
other interests (primarily freelance 
writing), I am urging members to 


. step up their involvement. I would 
‘like to feel at this point that a 


new staffer can come into a very 
different organization than the one 
of two years ago: an organization 
with the energy and ability to 
sustain its activities, and the 
agenda to build upon them. To this 
end, I urge all of you receiving 
this letter to think over some of 
the projects listed above, or others 
that you might have for the 
organization, and reach deep into 
your schedules to offer your time 
and energy to a group whose issues 
really matter, and who 


collectively can make a 


difference. 


Jam Today.cpf 
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WHALE WATCH BENEFIT 


The Boston Chapter re- 
cently chartered a whale watch 
cruise as a new approach to 
fund raising. 54 hardy and 
warmly dressed members and 
friends set out Sunday Sep- 
tember 23 on the 65-foot 
Island Queen, member of 
the Yankee Fleet out of 
the Cape Ann Marina in 
Gloucester. With sales 
of about 70 tickets and 
a postponent of one week due 
to inclement weather, we 
made a profit of about $600. 





It took a 1% hour trip 
out to the whale grounds of 
Stellwagon Bank before we saw 
our first whales, but soon 
there were so many whales so 
close to our boat that our 
camera enthusiasts found they 
really didn't need their zoom 
lenses. Our visit to the 
whales was helped considerably 
by the continual narration of 
a naturalist on board from 
the Cetaecean Institute of 
Gloucester who knew each 
whale by name. We saw three 
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species: a glimpse of a fin- 
back, a longer glimpse of two 
minke whales, and about ten 
humpbacks (I lost count at 
the point that there were 
seven cavorting around the 
boat at one time). The 
humpbacks were breaching, 
flapping their flippers, 
blowing lots of whale breath 
(which covered us with its 
fishy odor) and generally 
showing off. We were told 
that all this behavior is 
typical for whale social 
interaction but it seemed 

to the untrained observor 
that they knew we were 
watching. A great day! 





Rees ater te ee a En ea REIS as a Be Ee EN eS ee a 
NEW SLIDE SHOW 


The Sociobiology Study 
Group has completed its slide 
show "Fate or Fiction: Bio- 
logical Theories of Human 
Behavior." The show presents 
a description, critique, and 
the social consequences of 
biological determinist theo- 
ries. Several contemporary 
and historical examples of 
such theories are given. 
These include Morton's theo- 
ry linking race, cranial 
capacity and inferiority of 
women, and the theories of 
the eugenicists. The show 
is designed for high school 
juniors and seniors and 
college students, and has 
already been presented to 
about a dozen audiences. 
Copies are available for 
rental or purchase from the 
Science for the People 
office. We are charging $30 
for the rental and $145 for 
the purchase of the show in 
order to recover our expenses. 





NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


The National Conference 
has been postponed until the 
Spring in order for the Ann 
Arbor chapter to better plan 
and organize it. Concerted 
efforts are being made and 
encouraged to communicate 
among chapters and the nation- 
al office, write proposals 
and plan agenda and enter- 
tainment. There are lots of 
items which need discussing: 
goals, travel money for coastal 
people getting to Ann Arbor, 
women's issues, food and 
lodgings, workshops and lo- 
gistics. We expect the maga- 
Zine to occupy a large por- 
tion of the agenda. 


People should begin now 
to write proposals and send 
them in to the National Office. 
All suggestions are welcome. 


CS FUND GRANT 


The Fundraising Com- 
mittee, through the efforts 
of Ross Feldberg, has brought 
in $10,000 in grant money from 
the CS Fund. This money is 
designated to go for the pub- 
lication and distribution of 
an issue of the magazine on 
biotechnology. A committee 
has been meeting weekly to 
plan the expanded May-June 
issue. More than half of 
the articles have been soli- 
cited and lists of educators 
and legislators to receive 
the issue (a CS Fund request) 
is being compiled. Some 
free magazines will also be 
available for targeted groups. 
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GUR 100th ISSUE 





We are proud to announce that 
the July/August 1985 issue of SftP 
will be a special centennial of 
sorts: the 100th consecutive issue 
published by the organization. 

To commemorate this 
milestone, we are planning to 
include several special sections: 
one following up on some of our 
biggest stories of the past 100 
issues, and one in which members 
of our editorial advisory board 
and other leading lights in 
progressive science will be 
invited to write several 
paragraphs each on what in their 
fields to look forward to and to 
watch out for in our next 100 
issues. 
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Who would have thought, as 
the small, founding group labored 
over the early issues in one 
member's basement, that the 
magazine would live to see its 
100th issue? Or that the 100th 
issue would find the magazine 
stronger than ever, with 10,000 
readers from 40 countries? We want 
to take this opportunity to review 
our accomplishments, not to rest 
on them, and also to regroup and 
recover our collective energy. 

We are not fooling ourselves 


into thinking that our mere 
existence over these sixteen years 
is some sort of end in itself. We 
all know that we have hardly made 
a dent-- so much more needs to be 
done. But, reaching our 100th 
issue is a small victory, and if 
we can't celebrate our small 
victories, who knows what kind of 
shape we will be in to rejoice in 
the larger ones that lie on the 
long road ahead... 


ISSR ERE eee 
MORE SftP MEMBERS 


The SftP baby boom contin- 
ues. Connie Phillips and Mike 
Nania added a new member to the 
Boston chapter, Erik, born 
February 5. Charlie and Maureen 
Puccia also had a son, Emilio 
James, on Valentine's Day. Now 
there are two more reasons to 
print children's sizes when we 
re-order SftP t-shirts this 
spring. Congratulations. 


REPORT FROM THE SOCIO- 
BIOLOGY STUDY GROUP 


We completed our slide 
show "Fate or Fiction: Bio- 
logical Theories of Human Be- 
havior" last spring and have 
been doing publicity on it 
since. We have shown it at a 
National Biology Teachers' 
Association meeting, at a 
local biology teachers' group, 
and at high schools and col- 
leges in the area. We have 
sold 5 copies and have had 
numerous rentals from colleges 
and high schools. A flyer 
advertising the slide show was 
recently sent out to several 
mailing lists. The group is 
now working on a teacher's 


guide. Our booklet "Biclogy 
as Destiny: Scientific Fact 
or Social Bias" is being used 
aS a resource in several local 
college courses. 


The group recently ana- 
lyzed articles in Science, 
Nature, and the New England 
Journal of Medicine reporting 
studies on the biological 
basis of intelligence, crimi- 
nality, and homosexuality. In 
some cases, we wrote letters 
to the editors. In addition, 
we have been doing reading on 
the debate over the "reproduc- 
tion of mothering", and other 
articles about biology and sex 
roles. 
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1984 DIRECT MAIL RESULTS 


Most of the figures 
are in on our latest direct 
mail promotion and the re- 
sults continue to be very 
encouraging. Our first 
campaign, spread over 1982- 
83, had a total response of 
3.1% and a paid return of 
2.1% on 48,000 pieces 
mailed. (Average returns 
for such campaigns are in 
the 1.548% range). In 1984, 
we mailed slightly fewer 
pieces, 46,000, with a 
higher return: 3.5% total 
and 2.2% paid. Each cam- 
paign added about 1000 
subscribers to our list. 

In 1984, we used 12 
lists: Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists, Coun- 
cil on Economic Priorities, 
Dollars & Sense, The Guard- 
ian, Institute for Food and 
Development Policy, Multi- 
national Monitor, Monthly 
Review, NACLA, Nutrition 
Action, Radical Teacher, In 
These Times, and SFTP ex- 
pired subs. The best lists 
were: 

TOTAL PAID 


ITT(3000 names) 5.6% 2.1% 
Guardian (8000) 5.3 2.8. 
Rad. Teach.(1000) 5.1 3.4 

SFTP (1000) 3.4 2.2 

Multi.Mon. (3000) 3.1 2.3 

NACLA (4000) 2.9 2.4 

The worst lists were: 

Mon. Rev. (6000) 1.7% 9% 
Nutr.Act. (3000) LS 6 


Total direct mail income will 
be about $12,000 when all 
subs are paid. This matches 
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Seth's projections of one 
year ago. All our interest 
free loans were paid back 
before the end of the year 
and we will have about 
$3000 in our Direct Mail 
Fund for 1985. 


This year we would 
like to continue this 
successful promotion of 
the magazine. The staff 
has solicited bids on 
100,000 piece mailings-- 
double the scale of past 
efforts. And, the fund- 
raising committee has be-~ 
gun raising the initial 
costs, roughly $12,000. 

This is a sizeable figure 
however, our previous 
efforts indicate that the 
extra emphasis on direct 
mail is justified. 

If we can raise the 
initial costs, the larger 
Mailing should pay for it- 
self just as the previous 
mailings have, even if we 
have to rely more on loans 
and less in donations. (This 
past year our initial $6000 
costs were met by a $1000 
1983 surplus, $3000 donated, 
and $2000 loaned). Some costs 
such as postage will increase 
significantly. Printing costs 
decrease per thousand as the 
order increases. We feel 
confident that a 100,000 
piece mailing would add more 
than 2000 paid ‘subscribers 
to our list. 

If you are interested 
in making, a loan ora 
donation to our 1985 Direct 
Mail Fund, please get in 
touch with the staff at 
SFTP's National Office. 


ABALAD 
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SftP BAY AREA 
CHAPTER REPORT 
by 
Dave Kadlecek 


During the past year, the 
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter 
of Science for the People has 
kept a fairly low profile, but 
we have edited one issue of 
the magazine and our members 
have, individually, been ac- 
tive in a variety of other 
organizations concerned with 
some of the issues SftP has 
dealt with in the past. 


Our local editorial col- 
lective was responsible for 
the September/October 1984 
issue of SftP (the one with 
the cover story on the Poli- 
tics of AIDS). We found our- 
selves in the uncomfortable 
situation of having too much 
material for one normal-sized 
issue, but not enough material 
with which we were completely 
satisfied. One book review 
was bumped to the November/De- 
cember issue, one article was 
omitted after some contro- 
versy, and we printed every- 
thing else in usable form. 


The Bay Area Chapter has 
not held any public events in 
quite some time. Two liter- 
ature tables at a rally in 
November and a conference in 
December were the first in 
over a year. We intend to 
begin holding some public 
events, perhaps in connection 
with the special Computers or 
Biotechnology issues of the 
Magazine, and to hold litera- 
ture tables more regularly. 
We are not intending to 
organize any activist cam- 
paigns as SftP, though we all 
see ourselves as activists. 
Rather, we see SftP's role as 
tieing together the various 
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issues related to the inter- 
actions of science, technol- 
ogy, and society while we work 
in several single issue organi- 
zations or coalitions. We 
aren't quite sure how, organi- 
zationally, this can be done, 
but SftP should develop and 
disseminate the analyses that 
enable the more activist organ- 
izations we work with to go 
beyond the liberal use/abuse 
descriptions of anti-people 
science. 
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ANN ARBOR SftP REPORT 


Members of Ann Arbor SftP 
are largely preoccupied work- 
ing with the Farm Labor Organ- 
izing Committee (FLOC) and the 
New World Agriculture Group 
(NWAG). 


FLOC has begun organizing 
pickle workers in Michigan, 
signing up 1,500 workers in 
1984. The target is Vlasic, a 
subsidiary of Campbell's. 
Nationwide, FLOC is pursuing a 
corporate campaign against 
Campbell's. FLOC seeks to 
apply pressure on the Pruden- 
tial and Equitable insurance 
companies to in turn pressure 
Campbell's to settle with FLOC. 
These companies have board 
members and investments in 
Campbell's, and the idea is to 
make Campbell's an embarrasing 
association for these image- 
conscious insurance companies. 
Contact FLOC if you have a 
policy with them, or know any 
institutions that do. 
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NWAG is building a pro- 
gram of agricultural material 
aid for Nicaragua, in associa- 
tion with the Guild House, 
Campus Ministries of Ann Ar- 
bor, and with Humanitarian Aid 
for Nicaraguan Democracy 
(HAND). The model is the suc- 
cessful Nicaraguan Medical Aid 
programs. We are seeking 
starting-up funding, and wel- 
come donations (tax-deduc- 
table; payable to Guild House- 
HAP-NICA, Monroe St., Ann Ar- 
bor, MI 48104) as well as 
ideas about potential donors, 
funders, and potential sources 
of donated or cheap agricul- 
tural equipment. NWAG members 
continue to teach and pursue 
research in Nicaragua. 


Brian Schultz went to 
Nicaragua at the end of Febru- 
ary on a two-year fellowship 
from the Organization of 
American States to study 
insects in cotton crop agro- 
economic systems. A new Mid- 
west contact person will be 
announced in the next issue. 


|_| 
bs 
Your Calendar. 


Our events Calendar gives you the 


Ee] most timely and complete coverage of 
2 disarmament issues and projects. 


Keep up with films, lectures, 





Put Peace on 









meetings, and new projects — 
everything that’s happening. The 
NEW ENGLAND DISARMAMENT EVENTS 
CALENDAR. One year (22 issues) $15. 


Ny SUBSCRIBE 
lishing lisieejerramcien, 


Name 
Address ttn 
City _____—State__Zip__ 
Disarmament Action Network, 

11 Garden Street, Box C 

Cambridge, MA 02138 

(For a free copy send a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to this address) 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 


We depend on our members more 
than many of you may realize. If 
everyone receiving this newsletter 
could take five minutes to help us 
out by answering the following two 
questions, together we could make 
an enormous difference in our 
circulation: 


1) Are we in your local 
progressive bookstore? 

2) Are we in your public or 
university libraries? 


If the answer to either of 
these questions is negative, 
Please send a note to the national 
office letting us know the name 
and address of the bookstore or 
library that doesn't carry us. 

If possible as well, the next 
time you go there please request 


Science for the People, and ask what 


distributors the bookstore gets 
their magazines from. We're 
currently undertaking a big 
distribution drive, and this 
information is vital to its 
success. 

Thank you in advance for your 
help! 
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Seeret Agent 


FILM, FILM, FILM 








The Secret Agent, a docu- 
mentary that traces the his- 
tory of dioxin and the defolia- 
tion program in Viet Nam, is 
available from Green Mountain 
Post Films. Write to Charles 
Light, c/o GMP Films, P.O. Box 
229, Turners Falls, MA 10376 
for more information. 
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DE BUDGET DEBAUCLE 


All of you on federal 
research grants were, no 
doubt, tossing and turning in 
your sleep all winter, waiting 
for Reagan's budget proposal 
to come out. Finally they 
were published the beginning 
of February and those of you 
with Defense contracts can now 
rest easy. To no one's sur- 
prise, while most research got 
cut, defense-military research 
got a hefty 22.1% increase to 
34.86 billion dollars, includ- 
ing 3.7 billion for Star Wars 
research. Energy got 1.8 bil- 
lion less than last year, but 
defense-related research from 
DOE got a 140 million dollar 
increase. Solar energy, fos- 
sil fuels, and civilian reac- 
tor development got cut while 
defense production rose by 
$540 million and weapons pro- 
duction got a $338.4 million 
increase. EPA got a 12.4% 
boost by adding an additional 
$450 million for Superfund and 
an extra $23 million for acid 
rain. NASA got a 9.3% raise 
to $7.89 billion, partly to 
get the space station off the 
ground. Earth sciences (U.S. 
Geological Survey) got a 
Slight drop to $401 million 
but are shifting away from 
landslide research and towards 
mineral resource mapping to 
help the oil companies. Be- 
havioral research increases 


were targeted to studying drug 
and alcohol abuse (blame-the- 
victimn research) and away 
from mental health. Reagan 
wants again to cut all funding 
for training mental health 
clinicians and for mental 
health screening. Support for 
economic research jumped to 
aid in using economic analyses 
for political decisions. Re- 
search on aging and child 
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health got cut 7%. Biotech- 
nology research also got the 
ax. Reagan would like to cut 
NIH to $4.9 billion (from $5.1 
billion) and reduce the number 
of new research grants from 
6,526 to 5,000. This ceiling 
May be retroactive to 1985 
grants as well. The budget 
also calls for cutting out 78 
of the 533 research centers. 
(Harvard Dean of Research, 
Richard Leahy, said he would 
have no problem with the cuts 
because it would "energize 
faculty members' interest in 
developing corporate ties"). 
Eighty-six million is slated 
for AIDS research, though. 


Programs that got "zero- 
funded" included: a fossil 
fuels magneto hydro dynamics 
project at Energy, NOAA's Sea 
Grant program, the Center for 
Fire Research at NBS, the aqua 
culture program at NOAA and, 
of course, NSF's Ethics and 
Values in Science and Tech- 
nology Program, among others. 
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SCIENCE QUIZ 


Courtesy of the Washington 
Post 


What percentage of the 
federal research budget in 
fiscal 1983 was devoted to 
defense programs? 


According to the National 
Science Foundation, 64% of the 
federal research budget was 
devoted to defense that year. 
It is estimated that the 
defense share will reach 703% 
in fiscal 1985. 
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SOUTH AFRICA'S NATIONAL 
ANTI-ASBESTOS CAMPAIGN 


Children are starving in 
Ethiopia. In South Africa 
they are dying of mesothelioma. 
The abandoned asbestos mines 
adjacent to black settlements 
in Lebowa are the playgrounds 
for these children. And, not 
surprisingly, they are contact- 
ing asbestos-related cancers. 
Recent exposes in the South 
African Rand Daily Mail forced 
the cleanup of some of the 
tailings and one school at 
Kron Elmboog that was filled 
with asbestos and on an asbes- 
tos-contaminated playground 
was moved. The dumpsites were 
owned in part by British and 
American corporations (such as 
U.S. Steel). 


The asbestos miners are 
also becoming active. Last 
year, there was an unsuccess- 
ful strike at the Penge mine 
over working conditions and 
exposure to asbestos. Now the 
Black Allied Mine and Construc- 
tion Workers Union (BAMCWU) 
has called for a ban on asbes- 
tos and that all the mines be 
shut down. The Asbestos Re- 
search Group (P.O. Box 15959, 
Doornfontein, 2028 South 
Africa) is providing technical 
assistance to the miners for a 
National Anti-Asbestos Cam- 
paign. Any assistance they 
can get from the U.S. would be 
greatly appreciated. 


Jihad News/cpf 
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INTERNS... INTERNS... INTERNS 


Thinking about spending 
the summer in Boston? Or maybe 
the fall semester? How about a 
long distance correspondence 
internship, if you can't come 
to Cambridge? 

SftP is a great place to 
learn about the magazine biz, 
and to initiate projects that 
have only been dreamt of by 
staff and overextended members. 
Do any of these possibilities 
tempt you? 


PROMOTION 
"Biology as Destiny," 
“Computing the Future," 
and Biotechnology issue 
special promotion; 
Press Releases; 
Exchange Ads; 
Direct Mail 1985; 
Publications Catalog. 
EDITING & MAGAZINE PRODUCTION 
Newsnotes, Resources, 
Reviews, Books in Brief; 
Newsletter Production; 
Artist and Graphics Files; 
Library Reorganization. 
CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION 
Data Entry Assistance 
Tracking Subscribers, 
Direct Mail, Newsstand 
Sales; 
Bills & Renewals Letters; 
Bookstore and Distribution 
Drive. 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Nicaragua Aid Project; 
Outreach; 
Monthly Calendar; 
Writers’ Fund; 
Speakers' Bureau; 
Grantwriting. 


Contact the national 
office to disaiss project 
possibilities. We have lots of 
other ideas, if you want to 
hear them. 
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THE LEGACY OF SftP 


This is not an obituary, 
but a tribute. Although on 
these pages you have read edi- 
torial pieces decrying the 
decline of the Chapters and 
the problems of the organiza- 
tion, there is a glimmer of 
hope. I was reminded of it 
while reading David Dickson's 
excellent new book The New 
Politics of Science. Aside 
from the few favorable refer- 
ences to SftP in the book, I 
took special notice of the 
hopeful or optimistic ending 
where he refers to some of the 
exciting grass roots coali- 
tions for a true "science for 
the people" in the U.S. and 
abroad. It made me think of 
the hundreds of SftP members 
(or former members) who have 
struck out and begun projects 
that embody the principles of 
the organization and where 
theory has met practice. 


In my own work, for ex- 
ample, I have provided techni- 
cal assistance to dozens of 
local unions who needed help 
with occupational health prob- 
lems in their workplace. 
Everything from identifying 
the hazards of a particular 
solvent being used to pushing 
OSHA for tougher regulations 
against asbestos and stricter 
enforcement. It is closely 
analogous to the work of the 
much-tooted Science Shops in 
Amsterdam. Other members, 
such as Jim Tobias, former 
Stalwart of the Berkeley Chap- 
ter, set up the Rehab Engineer- 
ing Network (REV Net) in New 
Jersey to provide technical 
assistance to handicapped 
people who need adaptations 
engineered for their environ- 
Ment. Then there is John 
Vandermeer, Doug Boucher, 
Steve Risch, and others who 
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began the New World Agricul- 
ture Group (NWAG) now doing 
agricultural research in 
Nicaragua directly benefiting 
the needs of the Nicaraguan 
people, working on real world 
problems. This began as a 
group of scientists who, 
through their involvement in 
SftP, can focus their energies 
on agricultural problems, 
despite the stigma that they 
were not worthy of scientific 
attention, 


Those of you who get this 
newsletter are undoubtedly 
also involved in such projects. 
We are eager to share the good 
news and let others in on what 
is happening all over the 
country that is, directly or 
indirectly, a product of the 
atmosphere that SftP has 
helped create... Please write 
to us about what you are doing 
to help create a "Science for 
the People" and we will pub- 
lish items in each issue. We 
look forward to hearing from 
you. 








This newsletter was 
edited by Scott Schneider and 
Miriam Struck, produced by them 
and the Boston office, and 
typed by Mary Davis, Dale 
Sylvain and Leslie Fraser. 

The Boston office would 
like to apologize to all of our 
members for the lateness of 
this issue. The newsletter had 
become one more staff task that 
we just couldn't handle. 

Please send submissions 
for the next issue (July- 
September 1985) to Scott and 
Miriam, 806 Houston Ave., 
Takoma Park, MD 20912. The 
deadline for submissions is 
July 5th. 
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For those of you who may not 
know me, my name is Gerry Waneck 
and I am one of the volunteers 
who spend a lot of time around 
SftP. I am a member of the 
Steering Committee, the 
Fundraising Committee, the 
Environmental Group, and the 
Biotechnology Group that is 
responsible for the latest issue 
of the magazine. In other 
words, I put a lot of time into 
the organization (and since I 
have a full-time job, I put 
money into it as well). As 
overextended as I am, I am the 
one responsible for the final 
stages of getting this newslet- 
ter out -- which is why I'm 
writing this column. 


As you know, the newsletter 
is shamefully late in being sent 
out -- it sat around the office 
for months before I offered to 
finish it. Although you may 
have the impression that we 
don't have our act together, the 
delay is actually symptomatic of 
something far more serious: 
Burnout. Our three staff mem- 
bers are overworked and 
underpaid, and the number of 
volunteers have dwindled while 
the amount of work has increased 
as we have grown. 


We urgently need your help if 
we are to survive and continue 
our growth. Your contributions 
are appreciated, but we need 
more of your time as well. We 
have recognized the symptoms and 
planned a course of action to 
avoid catastrophe, but without 
more volunteers in the office, 
we will surely fail. If you 
like the work that we are doing, 
please call the office to find 
out how you can plug in. We are 
desperate, but determined to 
survive. 
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ADVERTISING REPS WANTED! 


Want to earn some money 
while promoting a good cause? 
We're looking for advertising 
representatives, and we'll pay 
a 15% commission on all ads you 
sell. If you're interested, 
call or write the office for 
our advertising "package" -- ad 
guidelines, rate cards, 
business cards, and sample 
cover letters to advertisers. 
Six pages of ads per issue 
would practically cover our 
printing costs, while freeing 
up more resources for other 
SftP projects. 

We hope to fill a few 
pages of our 100th issue in 
July with congratulatory ads 
from friends, supporters and 
kindrid publications. Ads will 
cost half our normal rate, and 
we'll also list special greet- 
ings from individuals and 
organizations. We need lots 
of help soliciting these com- 
memorative ads. Contact the 
office if you want to help -- 
and if you want to take out an 
ad! 
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 


Out of concern over the 
disintegration of SftP's 
national structure, the Boston 
steering committee suggests 
that we revitalize the organi- 
zation by holding regional 
meetings. 

In addition to promoting 
communication among members, 
these meetings could be used to 
plan local activities, build 
chapters and study groups, 
discuss proposals for improved 
national structure, and prepare 
for a national conference. They 
would provide an opportunity to 
unite current and former 
members, Sf£tP readers and 
those supportive of the work 
and goals Science for the 
People was founded to promote. 

The Ann Arbor chapter, 
originally scheduled to host a 
national S£tP conference last 
year, has informed us that they 
do not have the resources to 
sponsor a conference. The 
Boston chapter and office see 
regional meetings as an interim 
step. 

The Boston office can 
provide some help in organizing 
regional meetings, mainly by 
serving as a communications hub 
for interested people to get in 
touch with one another, and by 
distributing mailing lists of 
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members and subscribers in the 
regions where members are 
interested in organizing meet- 
ings. But the momentum for 
planning these meetings must 
come from the local level. 

We are suggesting that at 
least four regional meetings be 
held, in areas where there have 
been active chapters. These 
could be: 

NORTHEAST: Boston 

MIDATLANTIC: Washington 

MIDWEST: Ann Arbor 

WEST COAST: Berkeley 
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Please fill out the form 
below and return it to the 
Science for the People office, 
897 Main St., Cambridge, MA 
02139, or call us at (617) 547- 
0370. 


O Yes, I am interested in 
participating in and helping to 
organize a regional meeting in 





Hame Phone: 
Work Phone: 


O I amwilling to host a 
regional meeting. 


Ol 1 am willing to travel as 
far as 

to participate in a regional 
meeting. 


O IT am willing to contact 
people about organizing a 
regional meeting. Please send 
me the names and addresses of 
members and subscribers in my 
area, (Provide zip ranges or 
area you're willing to 
contact.) 
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ANOTHER DESPERATE APPEAL 


If you haven't received a 
fundraising letter from SftP 
yet, you will soon. We're 
approaching the summer--our 
hardest months, financially-- 
with thousands of dollars due 
in accounts payable, a 
printers' bill that must be 
paid before we take our 100th 
issue to press, and a fundrais- 
ing committee that has dwindled 
to two staff people and two 
overextended members. If you 
have any time or money to 
donate, please do. We mean it. 
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Please use the remaining space 
for comments and suggestions, 

agenda items, and goals you'd 

like to see accomplished at a 

regional or national meeting. 

Use another sheet of paper, if 
needed. Thanks. 
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SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE 


The Boston fundraising 
committee is reviving an 
esteemed SftP institution — 
the Speakers' Bureau. In the 
last year, the Speakers' Bureau 
has become defacto defunct, due 
to lack of promotion. The fund- 
raising committee, because of 
its limited membership and 
energy, has focused instead on 
events and direct mail, and the 
Speakers' Bureau has withered 
from neglect. 


The speakers on our list-- 
Rita Arditti, Jonathan Beck- 
with, Jeanne Gallo, Stephen Jay 
Gould, Ruth Hubbard, Lila Leib- 
owitz, Richard Lewontin, Marian 
Lowe and George Salzman—agreed 
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to remain on the bureau when 
contacted last fall. They will 
contribute honoraria earned 
through SftP engagements to the 
organization. 


Here's where we need help 
from our members: If you know 
of any agents who would be 
willing to promote and solicit 
speaking engagements for SftP 
(for a reasonable fee), please 
contact the national office. If 
you would like to book a 
speaker for an event, remember 
the S£tP Speakers' Bureau. 


We're also looking for 
speakers outside of the Boston 
area. The national office can 
help with publicity. It's a 
great way to combine education, 
outreach and fundraising. 
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